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of their own Weakneſs. 
As to this little Piece, w 
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To the Reader. 


dom in him, ( and it may be not unfit. to imitate 
othery ) to Us end all 75 e i 2 — 


wakning Word concerning Heaven, or Hell, or 
— 2 „and the * of choofing the Evil, and 
uling the Good. 6. For Digreſſigns, the Truth is, 
that his Soul was ſo filled with {Kh longings after 
Heaven and Glory, and ſo inflamed with the Love 
of Chcift, eſpecially towards the Latter-end of his 
Race, that when he fell on theſe Subjects, upon which 
l xe will ſe ) moſt of theſe. Digreſſions are, he could 
nat well contain himſelf, nor eaſily bring off his own 
» Spizit, a ac 1 Jr unuſual to the Saints in Scrip- 
te: And howbeit ſuch things might ſeem fome- 
ghar ſingular (in the ine 2 Vet 
now we have Ground to apprehend that they were 


: ſtrong Influences of the Spirit, ftirring 
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excellent One, who 
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Kings, and Lord of Lords, 
6 his Veſture, 155 poin aſpicuc 
e neſs of his Ma but even 1 
4 to point out that in all his Going ions, 
” he proveth himſelf to be higher than ings of 
is the Earth? And howbeit the naked a dp | 
1 the Object doth not convert; yet il our 1 
th. wefe admitted to behold ſuch a Si Chriit ia 
n,. . — wich the 4 
. of his tranſcenden then cer- 7 
ts. find a bleſſed laid apon 
fa a Sword 
Jr | by whicks. | 
is, ugate his own by RR 1 
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( as therefore we may be 
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Sera making Application of the pr ; 
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Draughts of Chriſt's p. 


e would not conceive that in is an abi 
and indifterent thi by you to believe, or not: But 
be perſwaded of this, that as an infinite Advantage 
may perſwade you to the Obedience of it; fo ab- 


nally knit the Hearts precious 
ther. Faith is that Grace that draweth the 
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Grace of Faith, that theſe Objeftions 

. which it cannot anſwer, it will. lay them 

| et cleſe with the Promiſe ; which was the 

believing AFrabam, who confidered not his 

ems Body being teak, mor the barrenneſ5 of Sarah's 
Womb. As likewiſe it was the commendable- Practice 
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1 
as is clear from John. 5. 40. Te will 
that ye may get Life; as likewiſe from Rev. 22. 
17. where the Gates of the Goſpel are caſt open, 
and whejocier will, are commanded to enter in: 


; 


- 


So that altho' you "may father your Miſbelief upon 
2 or that your Spot is not the Spot of 
his People; yet know, that the riſe and original ot 
it, is want of Willingneſs. But to make this more 
clear, we would have you all knowing this, That 
all the Qualifications annexed to this Commandment 
of Faith, as that in Matth. 11. 28. ſpeaketh out the 


theſe that ought to come: Or he inviteth thefe, that 
— 2 irit of Diſcouragement and Miſbelief, 
ve the greatelt rel to come; and may not 
that cardinal and Soul- refreſning Promiſe, — 37. 
the Mouth of Miſbelief, io that it have 
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Qualifications rather ot theſe. that will come, than all 


WY the Hen of David fr — Uncle: 
— neſs; which LES RS that altho we 


ay, have waſh'd — ves with our own Tears, yet 4 

me, is uſe of the Blood of Chrift, and that we muſt be 

22. waſhed yu Fountain, even for our own righteouſ- 

den. neſs which are but as filthy rags. 

in: Thirdly, CoxsipEx that great and monſtruous ſin- 
fulneſs that is in this Sin of 5 fes we muſt ſtrain 


twice in * Week, = neglect we A —*— and 
ent, which are the weightier Things of the 
w. And indeed there are things which ſpeak 
out the finfulneſs of Un hen 

Holy 82 - ſent to _ 


_ * Ex 
2. 1, 2. That amongſt all theft 

excommunicate from the Preſence of the Lord, 
from the Glory of his Power, thoſe that are guil 
Unbeliet, they are put in the 
ief doth con- 
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4 ane 
, Clear from 1 Tim. 2. 19. w Jewel 
of Faith can nr 
pure Conſcience, that is that Place wherein it 
muſt dwell: And (no doubt) if once we make 
 Shipwrack of a go:d Conſtience, we will Err concern- 
our Faith. A Boſom-Idol when it is entertain- 
| doth exceedingly mar the vigorous Exerciſe of 
' theſe Graces, which are Evidences of our Faith; and 


r eminent actings, — 
| win to make it any way clearly concluding 
monſtration of Ag A , os 
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to Gut, God hath departed from me, 
ayfwereth we net, neither by Dreams nor 
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1 : g abfolutely with Jeſus 
Chriſt, but upon Conditions and Su ions. We 
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an abſolute and blank I of our 
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Oyen 
as well as his Day; he 
before he Gor wy 3 he mult once go forth, bear- 
ing his precious „ before he can return bearing 
his Sheaves in his Boſom: And that this hath In- 
fluence upon our Inability, may be ſeen fron this, 
*F hat often a Chaiſtian after his firſt cloſing with 
"nn 4 he — — in pun = 

ernels, in point of Joy, in point of Strength; 
ſo that his Corruption ſeems now to be awakened 
more than formerly, that he wants thoſe ſeem 
Enjoyments of him, which formerly he had, 
that much of his Softneſs of Heart hath now evanifh- 
ed, which is clear ſomewhat from Heb. 10. 32. A 
after they were enlightned, they endured a great fight 
of Aflition: For Word that is there rendred 
Afflictions, fignitieth inward Troubles through the 
Motions of Sin, as well as outward Atfhictions, 
Gal. 5. 24. And God uſeth to ditpence this way 
to his own, not only to take 'T rial of ay. 
of our cloſing with him, but to make our Fai 
more ſtedtaſt and ſure. And (no doubt) if we 
clole not abſolutely with Chriſt, ( when under 
Temptations and Trials) we mult reje&t our Con- 
fidence as a Deluſion, and ſuppoſe it to be as a 
Morning-Dream: Therefore it were a noble and 
divine Practice of a Chriſtian, to clole with Chrilt 
without Reſervation, - ſeeing he deth „ n- 
thing but that which might tend to our 
And we would ſay to ſuch as are under theſe T 
tations, That if ye endeavour to reſiit them, it 
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aters fail not, and to mate you ſtrong as 
is that no Temptation — you up; but” 
ſhall be enabled to tread non the bigh Places 
the Earth, and to fing Songs of Triumph over 
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him. | 

III. Tas is this likewiſe that obſtructeth our 
clofing with Chriſt, Our too much addictedneſoeto 
the Pleaſures and carnal Delights of a paſſing World, 
which is clear from Luke 14. 18, 19, 20, 21, 22. 
to the Ferlfof the Golpel, they do make thele Apes 
to » et 
logy, and with one Conſent do refuſe it, ſome — 


tending an Impoſſibility to come, and fome pretend- 


ing an unavoi Inconveniency in — And 
O! what a ridiculous thing is that :omple- 
ment, that theſe deluded Sinners uſed to Chriit, J 


ay you hase us excuſed? And is not the World 
great Plea and Argument that they make uſe 
when they will not come and make uſe of 
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cry outs It is god for us 2 be there? Chriſt 
eepeth to us in the Law, Sat we do not Lament; 
and he Pipeth to us ia the Goſpel, but we do not 
Dance: He is willing to draw us with the Coris 
of Men, and with the Bonds ef Love, and yet we 
will not have him to reign ver 1. May not An- 
gels Laugh at our Folly, that we ſhould fo under- 
value this Prince of Love, and ſhould contemn him 
who is holden in ſo high Eſteem and Reverence 
in theſe two great Aſſemblies that are above, of 
Angels, and of the Spirits of juſt Men made per- 
fet? Chrilt hath now given us the firſt and ſecond 
Summons, the Day is approaching when the tad 
and woful Summors hall be ſent againſt us, of de- 
parting from bim into theſe evcrli/ting Flames, out 
of which there is no Reclemotivn: and this ſhall 
be the Cape ſtone of our Miſery. That we had 
once Life in offer, but did refuie it: And tho 
there were four Gates ſtanding open toward the 
North, by which we might have entred into that 
everlatting Reit, yet we chooſe rather te mak in 
the Paths that ſrad down to Death, and take hold 
of the Chambers of Hell. O! but there are many 
that think the Golpel* cunningly deviſed Fables 
and Fooliſhneſs, (they being unwilling to believe 
that which Senſe cannot comprehend, nor Reaſon 
reach) and this is the Reaſon why the Golpel is 
not embraced, but is rejected as an human Inven- 
tion, and as a morning D:eam, Cc. | 


SERMON II. 

1 John 3 «3 This is his Comman iment, that te 
Heul believe on the Name of his Son Feſis 
Cohrift, &c. 


HERE are three great and cardinal Myſteries, 
in the unfolding of which, all a Chrittian's 
ime ought to be ſpent. Fi, There is that preci- - 
and everlaſting 3 Long 


Man was ever yet able to fathom and comprehend 
And Thirdly, There is hat precious Myttcry of that 
eternal Felicity and Bleſſedneſs that is purchaſed un 
to the Saints, that once they ſhall reign with Chrilt ff 
not a thouſand Years only, but throughout all the 
Ages of everlaſting and endleſs Eternity: So thay 
there is this Difference betwixt this Garden of ever 
laſting Delight that Chriſt - hath parchaie& to the 
Saints, and that firſt Paradiſe, aad Eden wherein Ma 
was placed. There was a ſecret Gate in the firltY; 
through which a Man that had once entred in 
might go out again. But in the ſecond and precio 
Eden, is no Acceſs for going out. And all ih 
is to be known of theſe three Myſteries, is much com 
hended in this, To know that they cannot fully b 
wn. Paul was a bleſſed Proficient in the Stud 


of the firſt Myſtery, and had almoſt attained to th 

| higheſt Ch ot Knowledge, and yet he is conſtrai 
to profeſs himlelf to be ignorant of this. Hence 

| know the Loo 

And is it not 


them, that they ſhould ſtudy to know, tt. 
Christ's Love could not be know! 

2 bleſſed Proficient in the Knowledge 

the lecond Myſtery; he had tun; 

Twilight Diſcoveries ol that, and it: 

fome Meaſure he had fathemed that. Deep, yer 

9. The Heart 


. 3- may well be i 
The. Haben for beig 


Or zA E | 
he Bend PEI Hart Hidet of Man © 
a a, zar chable. The tle Pau! allo £0 bleſſed 


Proficient in the Study of. the third Mylery, hav- | 
ing ſome Morning an Twilight itoverts of the 
romiſed Reſt, and was once caught up to the third 


ich 1 
Don 


of that : 

eaven; and yet when he is * * ſpeak 
22 5 it, 1 Cor. 2 - he declared a Me Hrant 
211 the pf the Knowlelg: of this profound Myilery 0 ot Man's 
50 tha” 1 and crieth out, Eye hath not feen, nor 


c ar heard, neither have entred into the Heart 
, a” Mew the things which Gad bath prepared for them. 
Ma bat love bim. And if there be any thing further 
he fir to be kno vn of theſe Myfteries, the Grace of Faith 
found worthy; amon _ all the Graces of the Spe- 
rit, to oper the ſeven ol theſe great depths 
pt God.” — — Grace of Faith, that w 
a Chriſtian doth take up the inviſible Excellzncy 

ertue of a dying Chriſt? Is not Faith that 

$ Grace, by which a Chriſtian muſt take the Spots 
1 ch Blemiſhes that are within himſelf? And is not 
ir the Grace of Faith, that precions Grace that | 
x Christian upon che top ot Mount Pygab, and there 
he Lo tteth him fee a fight of the promijed Land, and 
FRE och open a Door in Heaven, through which x 
-hriſtica is admitted to fee Chriſt — _ his 
hrone? And Faith hath not only a kin of Onai- 
J preficiÞ2"<ncy, as is clear, things are 22 ts 
Pr + 1 that believeth, but it hath a kind of Ganniget- 
. fd 
; 1 SCOMmpre great es eaven, AC- 

ed cording to chat Wor, ; Þ.ov. 2h. 28. 5. He that 

be Ld, all underſtand all things. ' As if he nad 
aid, There is nothing dark to a believing Chriltian, 

there is nothing . 12 Chriſti. 
1 As likewiſe, Faith is that Grace that muſt 
ake alide the Vail = youd cone the Frog of 


crucited Chrilt. = Fat: 1 Spy | 


dat goeth forth and taketh | 
Grace of Loves 
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as it were, is born blind, and it hath nething 

Wherewith to ſolace it ſelf, but that which is p 

* it, by this noble and excellent G 
aith. 

Now, before we ſhall < any thing to theſe 
Thi that we did . = of at the Jaſl 
Occafion, we ſhall yet ſpeak a little unto ſome 
Things, which are neceſſary to be known for the 
diſtinct uptaking of the Nature of juſtifying Faith 
which is the great Commandment of this everlaſting 
Goſpel; and that which we would firft ſpeak to 

be this, What is the Reaſon and Ground, thay} 4 
the Goſpel-conveyance of Righteouſneſs and Life mes, 
( and of the excellent 'Things of this everlaſting Cove ed 
nant ) ſhould be through the Exerciſe of the Grace 
of Faith? For it is not faid in the Scripture, tha? 
Repentnce juſtifieth, that Love juſtifieth, or tha 
| Mortification juſtifieth; but it is Faith only tha e 
| juſtißeth; and it is Faith, by which a Chrittia 
74 on of * So that * 22 that Fait! 
| 18 uit Pipe, Which are conveyec 
| pany won ntl Yonge pp Loco 


nant. 

I. Aur the Fir? Ground of it is this, It is throug 
Faith that all our Bleſſings may be known te be 
Love, and by jrec unjearchable Grace, as is clear 
Rom. 8 while the Apoſtle is Fus a Reaſon 
why Inheritance is conveyed to a Chriftia 
through Faith; It is of Faith, ( faith he) that 
might be of Grace: For it the Inheritance w 
conveyed te a Chriſtian through a Covenant of Work 
then theſe ſpotleſs Draughts of infinite Love, anc 
of unſearchable G 


not be written on ou 


— — — ———ů 


— — — — — _ 


great . of Chris, to make his Grace cor 
* in conveying Salvation to us throuf 
Pair | 

II. Tuzas is this SCecad Ground likewiſe of | 
That all the Promiles and Bleſlings of this except 


k the Exerciſe of the 


mw. 4. 16. are of 
may 2 4 as the 


Gracdhall Boaſting and Gloriation might he excluded, accord- 
re. thall ing to that Word, _ 2 oha Law is Baaſt- 
or tha excluded? Not by t of Warks, but 7 the 
Lm of Faith. And certainly, ſeeing Chriſtians 

that 


Feru/a 
unte us, but unto doth be 
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hroug hl Salvation. O! whata 

+ be ber one half Hour >. be edule 
; ſpotleſs Songs, that are by theſe thouſand i 
ten thou and thouſand of thouſands of ho 
Fir that are round about his Throne? 
David that ſweet Singer of Hrael, now fing mere 
ſweetly, nor he did while was here below? 
Doeth net deſerted Heman, now chant forth the Praiſes 
and everlaſting Songs of him chat fitteth upon the 
Throne? And doth not Altlicted Fob, now 
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OyrENED . 
Chriſt. which ſome vainly are bold to aſſert, becauſe 
there is not any Dignity or Worth · in the Act of Faith 
in cloſing with Chriſtꝰ that can be the Foundation of 
our ſuſtiſication, elſe it were to conſound that prect- 
ous Decree of free Grace. | | 

2. TyeRE is this that we would have you all know- 
ing, That Faith is not the Inſtrument of Juſtification, 
(as Juſtification is taken in Active Senſe) tho' it is the 
Inftrument of Juſtification, as it is taken in a Paſſive 
Senſe: And the Ground of this Concluſion is this, 
Becauſe it is impoſiible, that any Action in Man, can 
be an Inſtrument in any Action in God: And there- 
fore that Phraſe that you have ſo ordinarily ſpoken 
of. That Faith juſtifieth, it is thus to be ved, 
That we are juſtified 5 Faith. 

3. THERE is this that we would have you know- 
ing, That betwixt a Chriſtian's clofing by Faith with 
the Righteouſneſs of JeſusChriſt, and the Juſtification 
of a Sinner, I fay, there is no natural —_ —— 
fible Connection betwixt theſe two; but only t 
is a Connection of divine Appointment, and of free 
| Graee, tho' we conceive there is a natural Aptitude. 

in the Grace of Faith, vo lay hold on the Rigbteoul- 
neſs of Chriſt, more than there is in any other Grace 
of the Spirit: As ye may ſee, there is a more natu- 
ral aptitude and fitneſs in the Hand to recetve, than 
In any other Organ of the Body. 

4 Tusa is this alſo that we would have you 
knewing, that is, A Chriſtian in his firſt cloſing wich 
Chriſt, ( confidered as crucified ) is the immediat ob- 
ject of his Faith, and not Chriſt confidered in his Per- 
fonal Excellencies. Hence it is often in Scripture, 
that Chrift as crucified, is holden forth as the immedi- 
at Object of f qultifying Faith, as is clear, Rom. 3. 5, 
24, 25, And the Ground of this Aſſertion is this, Be. 
cauſe that is the formal. Object of ſuſtity ing Faith, 


which doch formally juſtific the Sinner, and hich 
Faith doth — lay hold as a Ranſom to 
eee, and as 3 Rightcoulnel in which the 

4 Saul 7 


24 The MysTxRyY of FATru 
Soul dare venture to be found, when it ſhall ſtand 
beſoe the Judement-ſeat of God: And certainly, 

this is Chriſt, as obedient to the Death of the Croſs. 
And it is likewiſe clear. that the thing which doth 
engage the Soul to Chriſt, is not only becauſe he is 
— in himſelf, but becauſe he is good to us. 

5. Ars there is this Loaf, That we would have 
you knowing, That tho' Faith doth alone juſtiſie, 
yet Faith doth not juſtie being alone: Hence is that 
which we have fo often in Schools, Fides int cat 
felum, licet non folitarie. That Faith juftifieth alone, 
tho" not being alone: as James dot f Faith 
without Works is dra, and is of none effett. 

Now that which Secondly we ſhall ſpeak to, ſhall 
be this, To point out to you ſome Differences be- 
twixt juſtifying Faith, which is in a real Believer, 
and temporary Faith, which is in an Hypocrite, and 
one that is deſtitute of that everlaſting Hope, tho 
he = 7122 to have it. 3 

ND 47, That there is a thing as 
rary Faith, as is clear from Zzke 8. 13. It is fig 
there of ſome, That = believed for a Seaſon; yea, 
in 47s $. 13. It is aid of Sine us, (Who 
was in the Gall of Bitterneſs, and in Bond of 
F: inuity) He believed. And thoſe in John 2. 23. 
When thry did behold the Miracles, they believed on 
Fejus Chriſt; and: yet we perceive, that their Faith 
was not fipcere, ſo this was not faving Faith. 
Ard indeed ye may ſee a difference betwixt theſe 
wo, in the name Tempor for rkis is ſuch 
a Faith, as doth not continue with him that 
hath it, but doth evariſh and paſs away: For as 
this is certain, That an te will net altoays call 
nen God, Job 27. 10. that is alſo certain, That 
an Hy pcerſte will not always believe in God. I tell 

ou, That the longeſt time that an Hypocrite doth 
— his Faith. Fo Rath ſet down in his 18. Chap. 
Veiſe 14. Their Hope { faith he] Pail bring them 
te the' King of Terrers, and then it ſpall b 


1 
n 
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out of them, and their Tabernacle; 
bring them no further than the Gates of 
then their Faith will flee away as a 
evaniſheth as a Viſion of the Night. 
II. Tax is this Difference likewiſe betwixt 
them, That Temporary Faith, it cloſeth with Chriſt 
as a Savicur, and for Righteouſneſs; but it cldleth 
not with Chriſt as a Prince, and for SanCtificatien: 
but yr x1, ny > taketh Chriſt, as well fora Pri 
as it taketh him for a Saviour. And if Salmon di 
diſcern who was the true Mother of the Child, 
by that, that ſhe who would have the Child di- 
vided, was not the Mother of the Child: So we 
may fay, That they whe would divide Chriſt in 
his Offices, it is an Evidence that they are nat amongſt 
thoſe, who are actually made pom of the Adop- 
tion of Children: There is ſomewhat of this point- 
ed at in Jahn 6. 65. where that which made many 
wha were his Diſci ( and did once believe ) de- 
ſert him, was of the hardneſs of his Com- 
mands, This is a herd ſaying, whe can bear it? 


a Chriſtian to take Chriſt as a Prince, than as 3 
Saviour: fer by that he muſt make an abſolute 
Reſignation of himſelf over to Chriſt, never to be 
reduced. O l. when ſaw you ſuch a fight ef Chriſt, 


am thy Servant? Or were you never raviſhed 
one of his Bes? vor overtaken ith one Chain 
25 Neck? Believe me, they who ſee him, da 


e that his n 
* is attained — 1 * the Exerciſe of the 
W3 in is not attained ta, without 
— of the Exerciſe of the Law: This 


Comnlement) to him, Truly, I am Servant, 1 
: ty ed ou 


And it is certain, that it is a greater Difficulty for 


that you were conſtrained to cry out (without a 


# 


25 The My 3Tzzy 


be here) who think they do beli and yet were 
never in any meaſure trembling under the di 
ing and condemning Power > the Law ? 


of F 


that a Myſtery, that one ſhould bring forth with- 
out travelling? And is not this a Myftery in 
Chriſtianity, that one ſhould believe, befare he hath 
ſound the Pangs of the New Birth? I am afraid 
of this, That many of us have taken up our Religi- 
on at our Foot; for there are many that take up 
Raligion, before Religion take them up.. But wou 
ye know the Properties of à Chriſtian's Faith? I. 
:s a begotten. Faith, 1 Pet. 1. 2. and not a Faith that 
is taken up at our pleaſure. And I would only 
fay theſe. two Things to you, Be perſwaded of this, 
that Hypecrifie may be. ſpun with a very ſmall 
Thyeed, ſo that the moſt diſcerning Chriſtian can- 
not take up that deſperate Eumity that is in them. 
How long did Jada lurk the name of a 
Saint, even with. thoſe that were molt diſcerning ? 
And there is this that we would fy, That among 
all theſe that fball be eternally excommunicate from 
he Prejence of the Lord, and from the Glory of bis 
ny Fon ys in Sion as bave 1 2 
dive Indignatiou prejented unto them. ce 
54 that Chritt 2 would tell the worſt 


Company that one ſhall have in Hell, it is always 


this. 77 hall go ;to that Place where Hypecrites 
and. Sinxers are. And io it would be of your Con- 
cernment, that by the Candle of the Lord, 
would {arch the iuward Parts of the Belly, before 
Je ge down to the Grave with @ Lie your gt 
Hand; _ 4 Guaining Maps having turned you ys 
We. canfels it is fad to confider theſe anxious Dil- 
2 thole Days ſhall once 
wi | 
ig Faith aid —— — — 
ing Faith, and temporary Faith, That th 
are three — 1 Juſtifying Faith. which 
a EgPorary DBEuever. cannot. Win o. . 
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1. To be denied to all his Enjoyments and Attain- 
ments, and walk humbly under them; for we may 
fay, t it is impoſſible or an Hypoctite to be 
denied to his Enjoyments, he maketh ſuch a Deity 
of them, and worlhips them, or rather he wor- 
ſhippeth himſelf in them. There are three great 
Graces that a Hypocrite doth purſue after, (tho 
he rather ieeketh them as Gifts, than as Graces ) 
Knowledge, Prayer, and Humility: And tho” 
it be but litde that he can attain of as of the 
three, (or rather nothing in a ſaving Way ) yet 
leaſt of all can he attain to the laſt; yea, we ma 


judge that there is always wi:hia his Boſom a 


ing Conviction, that he could never win to that 

Grace of Humility. O! could ye never win to- 
this, To count your own Righteauſneſs as klthy 

Rags, and to rej»yce alone in tne Righteouſneſs of 

a crucified Saviour? I would preſs this upon you 

by the way, (O Chriſtians of this Generation) 

forget your Perfections, and remember your Imper- 

feftions; have a holy oblivion of your Attainments, 

but have a divine remembrance of your ſhort com- 

ings; lock more ts what is before unperfected, 

nor w hat is behind,. and thus ſhall you evidence- 
true juſtity ing Faith. 

2 Ir is an effect of juſtifying Faith, to be under 
ſome conſtant and divine Impreiſion. ol the Precivul-. 
neſs of Jeius Chriſt, according to that Word, 1 Pet. 

2. 7. 5 Nn =_ * Chrift is pe It is. - 
not faid, That Chriſt was precious, or | 
cious; but it is ſaid, He. is Precious; which Jac fan 
Port, (as we uſe to ſpeak ] a continued Act. Did 

e never know what it was ts dwell twenty tour 
Impreſſion of the matchleis Ex- 
cy and - preciuus Worth of a crucified Savi- 
our ?. I will poſe you with this, Are there nat loine 
here ( and elfe. Where) that pais under the Notion 
of Saints, that. never Knew. what it was to dwell. 
R OE... 
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of the jouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt? So that we 
profels, We cannot tell whether we ſhall call him 
precious or undervalued; but we may conjoyn theſe 
to Names together, that he is precious, and yet 
an undervalued Chriit. 

3- By true juftifying Faith, a Chriſtian winneth 
to Mortification his inviſible and predominant 
Lufts, * which is impoſſible for a temporary Be- 
yever to win to. And is there net a great differ- 
ence betwizt an Idol when it is caſt out, and an 
Idol when it goeth out? I will tell you the 
Mortification of Hy 
in them, as one that was a black one, and now he 
. cometh again, and transformeth himſelf inte an An- 
gel of Light: He was living in them before by 
the Spirit of Profanity, and now he liveth in them 
by the Spirit of Hypocrifie, and counterfeiting of 

'e things that were never clear Attainments, 


FAliru 


while it is the noble Dignity of Faith, Acts 15. 9. 
To purifie the Heart. But are there not man a4 
who never knew what it was te More 

Luft for Chriſt? Can ſuch a Deluſien overtake yous 
9 Atheiſts! that ye ſhall reign with Chriſt, if ye 
die not with him? There is an inion vented 
in theſe Days, That there may be tance in 
Heaven. And I think it would ſeem, that the Chri- 
ſtians of this Age have much df that Opinion, 
we are ſo little in Repentance while we are here 
below ; but know that Faith M Ir are 
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pocrites, The Devil was living 
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Falch ſuppoſe ye ſhall it be 
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PENED . 
ions. And O! what a 
Prince 


t on that Immortal Crown of 


| Aſſurance of 
his Intereit in God, is put to the divine 4 
ings of he Graee of Faith; for there are ſome 
ing Times to a iſti 

I. Taz Firff Time of Seali 
ſome predominant 
itted to read 


be that receiveth it: 
Believe me, more Mor- 


34. 


Pr 


- 
4 


his Banner wver Jer was Love ? hte 
re Communion with an abfent Chriſt, would 
more Intimation (in a divine Manner of our 
1 = *h of all cheſe Diſpatings and Queſtions 
reach. o e tin ons, 

that we are ſo much ſubject unto 3 
III. Tus is a Sealing — to a Chriſian, When 
he is much in the Exerciſe of ſecret Prayer, and 
of much Converſing, and Correſpondin ing with God 

in that . clear, trom that 
when Daniel _ tar wn at the Evening 
with a divine 
. that is, eich God, O Man, great- 
God; 4 * Original hath it, O Man 
of great Dafre: ; ; he was defirable indeed, 
and precious to iin who holdech the Saints in his 


t Hand. 

IV. Tuis alſo is a -Time to a Chriſtian; 

JAL ereiſe of ſome great 

Work, and is to be 338 ſome eminent holy 

Ir 3 this 14s where Fere- 
called to — $7 G06 unto — A 

ple, then he bak his eternal - — 


. * 


awe tinge t FRRSESETED d 


his own. 


God | 
Dar. of the Revelations of Heaven? Was it not when 
ning he was in the Iſle of Pano /or the Tefimeny 4 
vine eſus Chriſt's Kingdom, and Patience of our bleſſed 
reats rd? Rev. 1. 19. And in that Place, 2 Cor. 4. 6, : 
Man Tho” our outwarsa Man decay, yet. our inward Mins 
eed, is renewed Day 17 D. 

| his Now we would preſs you to be more ſerious in the 
Exerciſe of this preciaus Grace. And I ſhall tell you 
tian; the Compend ot Chrittianity in theſe tew Words, 
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with them, The Wrath of the liv . . 
is one Thing we would have theſe wing, That 
among all theſe who are eternally debarred from 
us Chriſt, Miſbelievers are put in the be fea 
ear- 
n 
i from . Heaven. with ten thouſand 
7 is Saints, (What to do?) It is even to execute 
2 Et, fo 4% Hin £4 
22 that is, who do not believe. And I poſe 
| our own Hearts with this, Whether or not your 
ames be written there in that Roll, amon 


be 
Fs aſure in Unrighteouſneſs. 
& Chriſt,. and a — 
t 18 more fad and terrible, 


23 Je weuld 
that 


Goſpel, and by the that ye 
— Souls, wy as ye nals 
afreſh, believe, and em 


ſented now unto you. Know y 
ſhall be the laſt Summons that 


Things to you, we deſire to give praiſe. 

1 x 3 2 Ne that we 
1 John 3. 23. s 1 
aui, lle m the Nome of bis S JESUS 
CHRIST, &c. 


Command hath our bleſſ 
when he did condeſecnd to be b 
and to pay what was impoſſi þ 
Hath not Chriſt made a precious Exchange with 
Sinners? He wreathed about his own precious Neck, 
that Bond and Yoke of our Iniquities, and 

to us that unweariable Eaſe, „J 
Commandments; among which this i 
= 32 believe on him. i 
Sin 

ee 


a 


believo in 
igh ves in lov- 
ing of him? And I would fay thi you, That 
tho” you would weep the one half of your Days, and 
wy he as hes et if ye want this noble 
of Faith, yeur Righteouſneſs ſhall be bur like 

a menſtruous Cloth, 


K 
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os what is praying without believing, but a taking 
of his bleſſed Name in vain? What is conferrin 
the moſt divine and precious Truths of God, 
without believing? Is it not a lying to the Holy 
Ghoſt, and a flattering of God with our Month? 
And we would have you knowing this, That there 
is a ſweet Harmony that is now made up betwixt 
Heſes and Chriſt. hetwixt the Law and the Goſpel. 
The Law bringeth us to Chrift as a Saviour, and 
Chriſt bringeth us back again to the Law, to be a 
Rule of our Walk, to which we muſt ſubjeft our 
ſelves. So then, would ye know the Compend of a 
Chriſtian's Walk? 7t is 4 ſweet travelling bettvi vt 
Mount Sinai and Mount Sion, betewixt Moſes and 
Chriſt, betwix# ths Law and the Goſpel. And we 
«,conceive, that the more deep that the iſe of the 


3 


ot the Law, That it is the Way to win 

t in the Faith, when once we 

with Chriſt. O Chriſtians! would 

| which maketh the Suſperſtructer and 

Grace to be within you, as 4 blowing 
a 


11 


s 


Vall. and tottering Fence ? ( So that often- 
times ye ate in hazard to raue the Foundation] It is 
- this, not under the Exerciſe of the Law, 


f 


neg. Her Jeſus Chriſt. There are 
not abide three Days at Mount Sinai, 
theſe ſhall pet dwell many Days at Mount 


Tura is this Advantage that waiteth on the 
deep Exerciſe of the Law, It maketh Chriſt-precious 
Man's Soul. What is that which filleth the Soul 
a Chriſtian with many high and excellent Theughts 
et Chriſt? It is not this, To have the Law regiſtrati 

our 


— 


f 


ating, 
and putting us aſe, to {| J. to the 
Hom :_ chat ra have the Lav curkng ws, and uſing 
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the Sentence of Condemnation againſt us. That 
which maketh us to have ſuch low and undervaluing 
Thoughts of precious Chriſt, is, Becazſe the ma? part 
of us are not acquainted with the deep aad ſerious 
Exerciſe of the Law: That is a Myſtery to the 
moiſt part of Chriſtians Practice. Ye know that there 
ur Streams w hich went out from the Paradiſe 
of God, into which Man was firſt placed. And fo 


were 


we may ſay, That there are four golden Streams, by 


which 1c and deſtroyed Men are brought back again 
to this Eden and Paradise oi everlaſting Delights. 
Fi. There is the precious Stream of Chriſt's Righ- 
renuſnefs, by which we muſt be juſtified. And Second- 
Jie. There is that Stream of his Sanftification, by 
which we muſt be purified. Third/ie, There is that 
Stream of the Wiſdom of Chriſt, by which we mult . 
be conducted through this Wilderneſs wherein we 
have loſt our Way. And Fourthiie, There is the 
Stream of Chriſt's Redemption, by which we muſt 
be delivered from the Power of our . ies, 2 
muſt turn the Battle in the Gate. It is by the Re- 
— of Chriſt, that we ſhall onee that .tri- 
umphant Song. O. Death! where is thy Sting: 
« O Grave! where is thy Victory? O! but all 
theſe Streams will be ſweet and refreſhing to a. Soul 
that is hotly purſued by the Law: So long as we fee 
not ihe uglineſs of our Leprofie in the Glals. of the 
Law, we have our own Abana and Pargbar, that 
we think may do our turn; But when once our Caſe 
is truly laid open to us, then we will be content ia 
waſh our fteives. in Fordar ſeven Times. 
tage that waiteth on (he 


the. 
Si 


of Sin, - 


— 


* — — — - 


Power of bi Whath and the Aalen, of the 
ower of 1s lb, 
Indignation of Gad. ws * 

Bur now to come to that which we intend to 
freak of; We told 2 That the firſt Occafion that 
we ſpake upon theſe Words, that there were many ex- 
cellent Things concerns the Grace ot Faith, holden 
forth in them. The Fir/# Thing (which was holden 
forth concerning this radical Grace of Faith) was, 
The Infinite Advantage that redoundeth to a Chri- 
ſtian Gonngh the Exerciſe of Faith, and giving Obe- 
dience to this Command, which we cleared to be 
holden forth, not only from the Scope, but alſo from 
the Nature of this Command. And now eo peak a 
little to the Point, We ſhall propoſe theſe Conſide- 
I that may abundantly ſhew how advantagi- 
ous 2 __ excellent Graee of Faith is. 

I. Taz hi Conſideration that ſpeaketh it, is this, 
That Faith qaketh Chrift precious to a Soul, ac- 
cerding to that Word, 1 Pet. 2. 7. To you that believe, 

is precious. And we would have yoo know- 


tan, Ita Fain mabetk Qari more precious to 


a nor Senſe, or any ether thing can make him. 
And Firft, Faith Chriſt more ious nor 
Senſe, becauſe the Eftimation which the Grace of Faith 
hath of Chriſt, it is builded upon cy of 
his Perſon ; but the Eſtimation of Senſe, it is build- 
of his Actings: So that be- 

, therefore they love and 

allem him. But that heroick Grace Faith, it 
mketh * excellency of Chriſt's Perſon, and that 
maketh him precieus to them. Secondly, Faith mak- 
Chriſt more precious than Senſe, becaule Senſe 
Jooketh to that Love which Chriſt manifeſteth in his 
Face, and in his Hands, and in his Feet: but Faith 
looketh to that Love which is in his Heart. Senſe 
cry eur, . is lit to thee? whoſe Counte- 
mance is /ike Lebanon, excellent as the Cedar: whoſe 
Hands are as gold Rings, ſet with Beryl, and whoſe 
n like U. of Marble, jet in Sockets of 
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Gold. Senſe will lo»k to the Smilings of Chrift, 
and will wonder; It will Took to his Diſpenſations 
and Actings, and will be conftraincd to out, 
Who is /ike unt thee? But the Grace of Faith 
folaceth it ſelf in the Fountain, from whence all 
theſe Springs and ſweet Inundations of Love do flow. 
Thirdly, Faith maketh Chriſt mere precious than 
Senſe; becauſe Faith logketh not only to what 
Chriſt is preſently, but unto what Chrift is from 
Eternity before Time, and what Chiiſt ſhall be unto 
Eternity aſter Time; but Senſe only doth leok to 
what Chritt is preſently. And ye muft conceive, 
that the ſweet Travellings of Faith betwizt Infinite 
Love from Eternity befere, and Infinite Love unto 
Eternity after, muſt make Faith to fall in a Sea of 
wondering, and raiſeth the Thoughts to the higheſt 
Pitch ot Deſire and Eſtimation. Fowrth/y, We ma 
likeways add, That the Impreſſions of the ioul- 
neſs of Chriſt, which Senſe maketh upon the Soul, 
is not fo conſtant, nor fo ſingle, as that which Faith 
doth make. O! but the Grace of Faith giverh the 
Chriſtian a broad look to Chrift, and letteth him fee 
Chriſt clothed with Ornaments of Glory and divine 
Majetty. Senſe followeth Chriſt rather that it may 
ſee his Miracles, and Love, and that it may be fed 
with Leaves; but Faith follows Chrift, for himſelf 
abcve all. 

II. Tus Second Confideration to ſpeak the Advan- 
tage of it, is, T'nat the Gree of Faith, it hath ( as 
it were) an arbitary Puwer with God; fo that what- 
Jeever 4 Chriſtian all cet in Faith, be ball n. 
ceive it. It is the nuble Gitt that was once given to 
Faith, that it ſhould never ſeek any thing and be de- 
nice, according te that Word in th. 21. 22. Au 
all thingt whatjcever ye ſhall g in Prayer, belicy- 
ing, ye ball receive it. And that Word in John 
15. 7. Abide in me; that is, believe: And the Pro- 
mile is annexed to this, Whaycever he Wall oft, 2 


Hall receive, And it is clear likeways trom 
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Faith i primum Mobile, that firſt moves and turns Tau 


l of Finn 
Fe of our = that if 7 this 
of be aith, Whatſoever we — aft of Goa, 
ewe Ball receive it. And I would ipeak theſe two 
Things to you from this: Fir. That oftentimes 


Chritt putteth a Blank in a Chriſtian's Hand, who is 
7 in the * ot Faith, according to that in 


NR Is there not an ample Blank pat * 

— ? What wilt this that 1 Doxld 

ante thee? Chriſt defireth him to fill up ar Blank 

adly, There is this, 

teſt Steps of Chriſt's match- 
deſcendency t oftentimes when his own 

— in Fac * to be put in 


Chritt condeſcende 
+ Paſſag ein Mark 1 6. The _— 
— this 4 f wr Tots 3 


we rg by "they, 7 That bat whatever we aft, ben 


preſently that is anſ — — 

7. 4⁰ for you? Chriſt I preien 

tatishe the Deſires of his 21 11 

own. And that which yet more ſpeaketn out Chriſt's I them 
Good will to — the Dekres of all that 


| Fg8, 
_ ; belong to him, it may be cleared in that Word, Jolm 
16. where he — his Diſciples with this, _ 


I_ Kuh he, have ye aſked me nothing: Le That 
Er hat Peter, Janes and Fobn never ¶ Dice 
Suit of Chriſt; but the meaning of that Ex- moſt 
Nay ſought nothing in Compariion of ff f. 


from 
was willing ve, and which r "= 
-call for at my 124 which ye ſhould — 


RE is this Third Conlideration to _ take | 


nic 


Land 


out the Advantage of Faith, It is that Grace that . 
eth all the Graces of the Spirit in Lite and — of th 
Faith is that hi Whgel, at the Motions of which, & 7 
all the lower do move. It ſo we may ſpeak, | 


is 

all the lower Graces of the Spirit, according to 

2 Pa. 1. 8. 8 Virtue: and 
* to 
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g. 17. where theſe two Graces are _ - As 11 
erſe 5 


Faith being the 


Orrs R. e 
to your Virtue, Patience; to 2 Patience, 
Brotherly- Kindneſs. Fir, The Grace of Faith 
zpeth in Rxe ciſe the Grace of Love, avis clear, Eph. 


ays from Roz. 5. 1. compared wi » Being 
wſtified by Faith. Then this effect ſolloweth upon it, 
be Love of God it is ſhed abroad in our own Heart . 
nd io it is certain, that Faith keepeth Lore in Lite. 
of the Soul, and that InteVigeneer 
nd precious Meſſenger: It goeth out and bringeth in 
Objects unto Love. Faith draweth aſide the Vail, and 
Love litteth down and ſolaceth it ſelt in the Diſcoveries 
of Faith. Secondlie, The Grace of Faith like ways it 
keepeth the Grace of Mort fication 1 Exerciſe, as is 
clear, not only tram Epb. 6. 6, but from 1 Jobn 5. 
This is our Victory whereby-we overcome the Warld 
even our Faith, And it is certain, that Faith keepeth 
Mortigcation in Exereiie, and advanceth H»ylmels, 
not only becauſe ot this, That Faith is that Grace that 
elenteth to a Chriſtian the abſolute Purity aud ipot- 
eis Holinets of Jeſus Chriſt, but alſo becauſe it maketh 
them eiteem cheir Idols taſteleis, as the White of an 
115 and they become unto them as their forrowtul 
Meat. The Principle of Martiacation is this, 
TT ne Diicoveries of the Invitivle Virtues of Jelus Chriſt: 
That Mortiacation which aiileth from the lo 
Diicover:es of the Excellencies of Jeſus Chrilt, is 
molt real and aviding; as thele Waters which arile 
from the highett Springs, are not only conſtant, but 
lizeways mott deep and excellent. Thirdly, Faith 
likeways hath Influence upon Rlortification, as it doth 
take nold of that Innnite Sucngth that is in Chriſt, 


ons. Fourthly, Faith likeways maketh Application 
of the Biuod of Sprinkling, by which we are puriked 
trom dead Works. Fifthly, Liceways the Grace of 
Faith kcepetn in Exerciie the Grace of Humility, 28 
is clear, Rom. 3. 2y. By woat Lat, ith hes is - 
ing excluded? It is not by the Law of Works, oy” 4 


which a Chriitian is enabled to mortifie his Corrupu- } 
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tbe Lew of Faith. Sixthly, Faith keepeth in Exer. 
ciſe the of Joy, as is clear, Rom. 15. tz Now 
the God of Hope i} you with all Foy and Peace in 
Flieg. So that ye ſee the proper Fruit of Faith, ie 
Eon in the Hoy Ghoff. And certainly did we believe 
1 7 joyce more. Seventhly, and Laftly, 
th keepeth in iſe the Grace of Hope, for it i: 
ipofiible for Hope to be in lively Exerciſe, except 
Faith once be exerciſed, which may be a ſhame unto 
you, fer how can we Ts Hm hs * an Is 
promiſed, except our Fait cloſe with the Pro- 
. miſe? So there is this difference betwixt the Grace 
of Faith, and ge Grace of Hope, The Grace of Faith 
cloſeth with Promiſes, but the Grace of Hope, it 

cloſeth with the thing that is promiſed. 

IV. Tazns is this Foxrth Conſideration that may 
out the Excellency of the Grace of Faith, It is 
Grace by which a Chriſtian doth attaim to molt 
divine "ER and conſtant Correſpondency with 
Heaven. Would ye have that Queſtion reſolved and 
determined, What is the e way not to tir up our 
., Beloved, ner awake bin till be pleaſe? It is this, 


> Be much in the Grace of Faith; this is clear from 


= 3- 17. That Chrilt may dwell in your Hearts oy 
at. 


with us. I will tell you what Faith 
Ladder that reacheth between Heaven and 
the Steps of which a Chriſtian doth daily 
Heaven, and converſe with the higher 
aith is that Grace (as the Apoille ipeaketh } 


have acceſs to the I hrone of his 
' Faith uſhers in the Believer to the Throne; 
and without it he cannot Aeceſs there, nor Joy when 
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41 
here theſe two are c>njoyucd together, Lord, I be- 
five; and then he falleth to his Prayer preſently 
after that Confeſſion, He:p thou unbelief. And it 
ie is clear from P/al. 63.1. * O thou art my God, 
* early Will I ſeek thee: my Soul thirſteth for thee. 
And ſometimes Faith is a moſt impatient Grace; but 
we may always ſay of it, That it is a moſt diligent 


race. Oh! is it not the neglect of this precious 


Exerciſe of Faith, and of the Duty of ſecret Prayer, 
that makes our Leanneſs teſtify ro our Face, and mak- 


ch our Souls a barren Wilderneſs? I am perſwaded 
of this, That fince Chriſt had any Followers, and 
fince ever this everlaſting Goſpel was preached in Pa- 
radiſe, the Exerciſe of ſecret Prayer was never ſo much 
neglected. We have turned over all our Prayers into 
Complements with God. We know not what it is 
to rije at Midnight and call upon God, and to 
after our Maker under the filent Witches of the 
Night. Ol but it is a ſweet Diverſion from Sleep, to 
retire our ſelves ( in the filent Seaſons of the Night } 
rom all Thoughts about worldly Matters, and wo 
converſe with that inviſible Majeſty. | 

VI. Tusxs is this Sixth Conſideration to poi 
out the Advantage of Faith, That Faith is that Grace 
that doth facilitate a Chriſtian's Obedience, and mak- 
th it molt pleaſant and eaſio; this is clear from Hab. 
11. 8. By Faith Abraham when commanded to go 
to a ſtrange Land, obeyed, and went out, not know- 
ing whither he went. The Ward may be rendred, 

e did chearfully obey. And Ferse 17. By Faith 
he offered up his only Son. Would ye know the 
Nealon why his Commands are your Burden, and 
hy his Precepts are your Croſſes? It is becauſe of 
his, 1? de vt believe. And lo it is maſt certain, 
hat it is — — for a Chriſtian to attain to a plea- 
t Way of Obedience, without the Exerciſe of Faith. 
aith holdeth up the Crown to a Chriſtian, and R. 
rown maketh him to obey. Faith gathereth 
renz th trom Chriit, 2 that Strength mabetn 
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move more {w lay, like 4. — 
if we were more in Exercile of the 
_— Ip an —_— to 
e at is firſt more requiſite for 
tian while here below ? 79 

; ite? 2 And what Thing 


that 


VII. Tuna is another Advantage of it, That b 
Faith our Service and Prayers are accepted of Gc 
Would ye know what is the Prayer of a Chriltian 
that is not in Faith? It is 2 Smoke i in his Naſtrils, 
and a Fire that burneth all the Day. The Unbe⸗ 
lievers Sacrifice is an Abomination to the Lord ; thi 
is clear from Heb. 11. Faith Abel offered. unt 
God a more excellent Sacrifice than Cain. And we 
conceive, that there are many unanſwerable Prayer 


which we do put up, becauſe we want that noble} D 


Exerciſe of Faith. 

VIII. AnpD "Eat, We ſhall likeways acd thi: 
That Faith is that Grace by which > Chriſtian hat 
that pertect and immediat Sight (as it were ) ol 
8. that are — to him: Faitl 
h hriſtian wi light of Heaven, ane 
I geth a Chriſtian wa fight of God 
— that Word, Heb. 11. 1. Faith is th 
idexce of Th not Jeen. And that noble Para 
that 1s of Faith, Heb. * 27. By Faitt 
ow him that is inviſible. it not an im 
Thing, to fee that « Bp cannot be ſeen 
the mganing af it is this, That Faith's D. 
erien of Bod, are as certain and ſure, as the Dil 
ies of gur bodily Eyes are. Faith is an In 
Grace; = 4 en e 
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Or 4 
fallible Grace. What will Fach not do? at 


What can ye do who want Faith? hs 
Duty. Now to enforce the Advantages and Excellencies 
hanotY of Faith a little more, We ſhall propoſe to you the 
bariots Diſadvantages of that woful Sin gf Unbelief. . 
ot the I. Tasrs is this Diſadvantage of the Sin of Un- 
ver da belief, That all the Actions that proceed from an 
for 4F Unbeliever, they are impure and defiled, accord- 
nat Se- ing to that in Titus 1. 15. But wits them that are 


cellen- 
» loo 


Third %, and unholieving, is nithing pure; but ever. 
Faith ter Mind and Canſclence is d el. Their Praver 


Thing is unclean: Yea, (as Se ipeatieth ) their Piu 

ing is Sin: Yea, their going about the mul ex- 
hat b lent Duties, ( for Matter] is an Abominat'an to 
+ God God, according ta that Word, Rom. 14. 23. H- 


kriſtian er is nt of Faith, is Sir. Sv the want of Faith, 
,oltrils i is the great polluter of all our Actions, and of all 
Unbe our Performances. 

d; chi, II. Trex is this Second Diſadvantage of Miſbe- 
d unto Jief, That it is impoſſivle for one in the Exercile of 
nd wel Cnbelief, to moriity a Luſt or Idol. And we miy 
Prayer allude unto theſe Words in Mzt!5. 18. 19. when his 
noble Diſciples came to him, and aſked this Queſtion, Hy 


Could not we caft out this Devi“? That wat given 


d this as an Anſwer, Becauſe of haun Tube. Unbelief 
n hath 15 that which taketh up Arms tor our Idolz, and doth. 
re) oi moſt Brongly defend them: For there is nothing that 

Faith will kill Corruption ſo much, as the Exercitc of 


Faith: And when all this is laid aſi le, we have laid 
God by our Weapons, and have (in 3 manner) conclud- 
is tui ed a Treaty of Peace with our Idols, that we ſhalt 
e Para not effend them, if they offend not us. 

y Fut III. Theres is this Diſydvantage that waiteth 
an im- upon the Sin of Unbelief, That fuch an one cm- 
» ſeen not win nor attain to the Grace of Eitabliſhment, 
's Dq but is always as the Waves of the — toſſed to 
he * and ” 2 he win to — 2 f 14 
an lug is clear from /. 7. , ye e ; 
in? hall not be eltablithed: A 0 . 
fall.oley "OY IV. Tusa of . 
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„IV. Treas is this Diſadvantage that waiteth on 
ie It is the Mother of Hardneſs and Stupidity of 
Heart, according to that Word in Mart 16. 14. where 
he upbraideth them becauſe of their Unbelief: 


and 


then what Danger followeth? 20 it, Hardueſs of 


Heart: This is elear alſo from As 19. 9. where 
theſe two Sifter Devils are conjoyned and ſocked to- 
gether, Unbelief and Hardneſs of Heart. Becauſe it 
1s Unbelief indeed that hindreth all the Graces b 
which the Grace of Tenderneſls mult be maintained. 
V. THERE is this Diſadvantage in the Sin of Un- 
belief, That it is big with Child of Apoitacy from 
God, and of Deſection from him, according to that 
Word, Hcb.3. 12. * Beware, leſt there be in any of 
* you an evil Heart of Unbelief, (und there the Fruit 
* of tt ) to depart from the living God. And cer- 
wy is no wonder, that Unbelief travail in Birth, 
till that curſed Child of Apoſtacy be brought forth; 
not only becauſe of this, That an Unbeliever loſſeth 
the Thoughts uf the Excellency of Chrilt, but alto 
becauſe he increaſeth in his Thoughts of Love to- 
wards his Idols: For Chriſt duth decreaſe in tho!e 
who miſbelieve, and their Idols do iucreate-in their 
Love, and in their Deſires, and in cheir Eitima- 
ton. 
VI. Turxk is this Sixth Diſad vantage in the Sin 
of Unteliet, It hincreth tne Communication of many 
Werkings and 'Toiens of the Love zu Favour 
of the moſt High, according to that ſad Word that 
is in Aatth, 13. 58. at the civie, He could not do 
many mighty Works there, becauic of their Unbe- 
lief. VUabict ( as it were) laid a Reftraint on 
Chriſt, that he could not eſfectuate theſe things which 
he was willing to perfor!n., And .( to ſliut up our 
Diſcourſe at this Tine) I would only adcl theie two 
ravations, which may fomew nat enforce what 
we have ſpoken; (1 tf:y) There are theſe two 
Aggravations in the Sin of Unbelicf, even in his 
own, who have a right (and allo his call) to believe. 
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Fir. That after Chriſt hath 3 moſt ſenfible Dif 
coveries of himſelf, wherein ye have ſcen bim, as it 
were, Face to Face, yet ye will not believe; this is 
cher: from John 6. 36. T' ye have ſecw me, faith 
Chriſt, yet ye do net believe mm me. ere is not a 
Mmmifeftation of Chiift's Preſence, but it is a Witneſs 
againſt you, becauſe of your Unbelief. Would ye 
hear the Voice of Senſe, that is reftified ? It is this, 
Believe in the Son of God. Secondly, That not- 
withftincine of the fignal Demonſtrations of the 
Power of Chriſt, yet, tho” it were the mortify- 
ing of ſome Luſt and Idol within them, yet they 
will not believe, but upon new Temptations will 
doubt of his Love to them. Chriſt preacheth Faith 
by his Word, he preacheth Faith by his Suffer- 
ings, he preacheth Faith by his Diſpenſations, 
he preacheth Faith by his Promiſes, he pr 
eth Faith by hig Rods; and if theſe five Inſtru- 
ments wilt not * * Hearts to believe, what 
can mave them? not his two Wounds in 
his precious Hands, preack out this Point of Faith. 
Believe him? Doth not that Hole opened in his 
Side, preach this Doctrine, That we auld believe 
in him? And theſe wo Waunds that he receiv- 
ed in his precious Feet, do they nnt preach this, 
That we flu believe on a crucified Saviour? 
And we would only jay this, That ſometimes it 
is the Caſe of his own, that after the Convictions 
of this, that it is their Duty to believe, and alſo 
after ſome Deſires to cloſe with Chriſt. yet they 
find Inability ro cloſe with him. Is: it not cer- 
tain, that to will ( ts be/ieve ) is ſometimes preſent 
with vou? but how to perform ye know not. 
And I would have a Chriitian making this Four- 
fold Uie of ſuch a. Diſpenſation as that, (which is 
molt ordinary ) When Convictions of our Duty to 
believe, and ſome Defires to cloſe with Chrilt, is 
not followed with actual Performances. 

1. To Study to have 
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ly rovted within you; for it doth ſometimes follew, 
That Ref:tutions and Mints to believe, are not bleſ 
with actual tdievirg; becauſe r of 
our Duty to believe, is not deeply 1Mprinted upon 
cur Con ſcience. 5 

2. BE Convinced of that deſparate Enmity ( and 
that My ſtery of 1 that is within you, that 
ye can have ſome Will to do, without Ability to 
perform. We conſeſs it is not an ordinary Diſeaſe 
in th-'e Davs. to have ſuch a Contrariety betwixt a 
Chriſtiar's Will and his Practice? our Will for the 
moft part being no Fetter than our Practice: But 
ſemetime it is, which may make you cry out, O 
* wretched Man that I am, who ſhall me 
* from this Body of Death? 

3. Fuer ye would be mich in the Imploying of 
Chriſt. that as he hath given you to will, ſo alſo 
he way make you to do. Chriſt is about to con- 
vince his own in ſuch 2 Difpenfation as that, That 
Faith is the Gift of GD. Faith is ſo noble a Grace, 
that it cannot be-ſpinne4 out from eur Reſoluti- 
ons, nor from our End evours: Faith is ſach a di- 
vine Point, as the Father's right Hand muſt plant 
in cur Souls. * 

4. Lr it Convince you of the Excellency of the 
Grace of Faith, (for the Dithculty of attaining to 
any thipg, may ſpeak out the Excellency of that 
thing) There is no Sin but it my be eaſily win 
atz. There is an Fafines and Facility to overtake 
the Paths of our Ido!s: But the Graces of the Spi: 
tit are ſo excellent Things, that we muſt fight be- 
fore we attein them. And you who are Strangers 
to Chriſt jeins, Yo have never known what it 
is to cloſe with him) we would requeſt ycu in 
Chriſt's Name, to be reconciled to him. What 
kzow ye, O Men, (or rather Atheiſts) but this 
hall be the laſt Summonds that ye ſhall get to be- 
lieve? And becauſe ye dilobey this precious Suln- 
meands, there ſhall be one preſented to — 


» 
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ye eannot ſit. 1328 Man, who look. 
ing upon many Thouſands that were under his 
Command, weeped over them, when + he confider- 
ed how that within a few Years all theſe ſhould 
be laid in their Grave“, and ſhould be in Eterni- 
ty. O! but it were much ct our Cancernment, 
to be trving our ſelves how it is with us. Weare 
not afraid that it is a Breach of Charity, to with that 
but one of each ten that are within theſe Doors, 
were Heirs of the Grace of Life, and had the folid 
and ſpiritual Expectation of Heaven. I think it 
Chriſt were to come preſently to ſpeak to us, he 
might not only fay to each Twelve that are here, 
One of yen ſhall betray me: bu we are afraid that 
he would ſay to each T'welve®that are here, Ele. 
ng of ren of you Hall betray me, and but one only ſhall 
o alſo pat Fee. O! deth it not concern you, to ire 
con- where you ſhall reſt at Night, when the long Sha- 
That dow of the everlaſting Evening ſhall be fireiched 
Jrace, out upon you? I think. there are ſome that are 
oluti- ſo ſettled upon their Lies, that it they were one 
a di- Iny in Hell, and faw all. the Torments that are 
plant there, and were brought from it the next Day to 
live on Earth, they would not repent. And more, 
f the there are ſome, that take them up one Day to fee 
1K to the Joys of Heaven, and bring them back again, 
that they would nat puriue after theſe bieſſed and ever- 
vin laſtin er O! is not Chiiſt much un- 
Hd ued by us? But I muſt tell vou this, One 
Spi: w9 is paſt, tut behold anether wo is fat coming, O 
t be- the ſcreighing of the'e Spirits that are entred into 
ngers their everlaſting Priſun. Houle, qut of which there 
hat it is no Redemption. What ſhall be your choice, when 
du in Chriſt ſhall come in the Clbuds? I am perſwaded, 
What there are many, to whom at that Day, this Doc- 
t this trine would be raviſhing, viz That there were 
o be- nat a Death, that there wire not a God, and that 
Sutn- there were nit an Eternitie. Oh! will ye believe 
that that the Stoord of the Fultice of God is lheathed in 
. Heaven, 
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Heaven, and hall come down tamake a Sacrifice, met 
in the Land of Tdumea, ner in'ithe Lexd of Boz, 
but he is *9 make 4 Sacrifice amg the hy > who 
Jeemed to make a Cerenamt with him by Sacrifice. 
Ah bah! fhall we ay that? If that Argument 
were uſed to many, that within forty Days they ſhould 
Fe at their long and everlaſting Home, they would 
yet ſpend thirty Nine of theſe Days in taking plea- 
ture upon their Luſts. I am perſwaded of this, That 
there are many who think that the Way betwixt Hea- 
ven nd Karth, is but one Days journey; they think 
they can believe in one Day, and triumph at Night: 
But O! it ſhall be a ſhort triumph that ſuch Be- 
lievers as theſe ſhall have. Therefore, O Study to 
cloſe with a crucifie® Saviour, reſt on him by Faith, 
delight your ſelves in him with Love, and let your 
Souls be longing for the Day when that Voice ſhall 
be heard in Heaven, (and O! how ſweetly ſhall it 
be lung? ) * Ariſe, ariſe, ariſe, my Love, — 
* my fair one, and come away; for behold your 
Winter is paſt, your everlaſting Summer is com 
* and the time cf the finging cf Birds is ner. 
When Chriſt ſhall come over theſe Mountains of Be- 
ther, he fhall cry, Bebeſd, I come: Ard the Soul 
ſhall ſweetly anſwer, Came, bleed Lord Fejus, Come. 
O what a Life ſhall it be! that with theſe two 
Arms ye ſhould eternally ineircle Chriſt, and hold 
him in your Arms, or rather be incircled by him? 
Wait for him, fur he ſhall come, and his Reward is 
115 him; and he ſhall once take home the wearied 
Travellers ct Hope. 888 
SERMON IV. 
1 John 3. 23. This is his Commmadment, that tue 
ould belicre on the Name of his Son FESUS 
CHRIST, &c. 


Here are two great and excellent Gifts, whick 
Dod uythe deep of his boundleſs Love beth 
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beſtowed on his own. Fi, I nere is that Infinite 
Gift, and royal Donation, his on heloved Son Jeſus 
Chriſt, which is called, The C77? of God, John 4. 10. 
And Serondly, There is that excellent Gift of the 
Grace of Faith, which God hath beitowed upon his 
ev: n, which is alſa called, The Gift of G, Eph. 2.8. 
Faith is the Gift of God. And is it not certain, that 
theſe two gracious Gifts ought to engage our Souls 
and Hearts much unto him? Infinite Majeſty could 
give no Giſt greater than his Son, and Infinite Pov 


could receive no other Gift fo ſuitable as Chriſt: I: 


was the moit noble Gift that Heaven could give, 
and it is the greateſt Advantage for Earth to receive 
it. And we could with, that the moſt Part of the 
Study and Practice of Men (that is ſpent in the pur- 
ſuit of the'e low ard tranſient Vanities) might be 
once taken up in that precious purſuit after Chriſt. 
We could with that all the Queſtions and Debates 
of the Time were turne4-over into that Soul coneern- 
ing Queſtion, What ſhall we do ta be ſaved? And 
that all the Queſtions, Controverſies, and Contentions 
of the Time were turned over into that divine Con- 
tention and. heavenly Debate, Io ſbould be moſt for 
Chriſt, why thould be _ ' for exalting of the noble 
and excellent Plant of Renown; and that all our 
Judging and ſcarchings of other Mens Practices and 

tate, might be turfied over inte that uſetul Search, 
to prove and examine our ſelve:, whether we be in 
the Faith or not. Aud I would afk you this Queſti- 
ons What are your Thoughts concerning precios 
Chrif, ſcring he is that nobie Object of Faith? We 
would oaly have you taking along theſe . Things, 
by which Chriſt may be muc 

carts: Firn, There was never an 
Eyes of Faith did behold the matchleſs Beauty 


that with the 
and 


tranſcendent Worth of that crucified Saviour; mau 


returned his Enemy. There. is Soul 
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of Jeſus Chriſt. This firſt fight that ever 
ing Faul got of Chriſt, it brought him to an endleſs 
— of Love. Secondly, There is this that we 
would fay of precicus Chriſt, which may enga 
our Souls unto him, That for all the wrong, Bo 

_ fievers do to Chrift, yet hath be meter an evil word 
of Nen to his Father, Gut commends them; which 
is clear from that of Jom 17. 6. where Chriſt doth 
comn:cnd the Diſcies-to the Father for the Grace 
of Obedience, They Fate kept thy Ward: and for | 
the Grace of Faith, Verſe 8. They have believed thu 
thin didft ſend me. And yet were not the Diſciples 
moſt detective in Obedience, both in this, That th 
.did nat take up their Croſs and follow Chriſt ? and al- 
ſo in that, They did not adbere to him in the Day 
that he was brougot to Caiaphas Hall? And were 
they not moſt detective in the Grace of Faith? as is 
clear from Muth. 17. 17. and likeways from Jahn 
14- i. He is preſſing them to believe in him, and yet 
he doth commend them to the Father, as moſt per- 
ſect in theſe things. Thirdly, There is this that we 
would laftly ay of him, who is that noble O 
of Faith, Look to the eminent deeps of Chriſt's Con- 
. deſcendency, and then ye will be provoked to love 
him. Was it not Infinite Love that made Chriſt to 
ly three Days in the Graves, that we might be 

h all the Ages of Eternity with him? Was 

Infinite Condeſcendency that made his us 

wear a Crown of I horns, that.we might eter- 

Crown of Glory ? Was it-not Infinite 

that made Chriſt weara f le Robe, 

t wear that precious Robe of the Ri 


Thing we 
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poſed to ſpeak of from theſe Words, 
and that is, Concerning the, Excellency of this Grace 
of Faith, which we cleared. was holden out in thit,. 
Taat Faith was called his Commandment, which is 


fo called by way of Eininency aud Exceiſlſency. 


There ate many things in Scripture, which may 
ſweetly point out the precious Excellency of this 
Js of Faith, and we ſhall ouly ſpeak to thefe 

ings. Z 

I. T HE F;r/} Thing that ſpeaketh out the Ex- 
cellency of Faith, is tin, It exeraileth it felt upon 
a moſt noble Object, ( #» chit,) Js$8Uus CunrisT. 
Faith and Love being the two Arms of the Im- 
mortal Soul, by which*we do embrace a crucified 
Saviour, which is « ten pointed at in Scripture; 
and we ſhall point at theſe three Principal Acta 
of Faith, which it exerciſeth on Jeius Chriſt as 
the Object of it. 

1. Tus Hy is, To make up an Union betwizt 
Chriſt and the Believer, ( Faith being indeed an 
— 2 and that which knitteth the Members 
to the Head.) And to make this more fully appear, 
We would peint out a little what ſweet mony 
and. Correſpond there is betwixt theſe two 
Silter-Graces, ( /9 weit,) Faith and Love, Faith is 
that Nail, which fattnecth the Soul to Chriſt, and 
Love is that Grace that driveth that Nail to the 
head: Faith at firlt taketh up a tender grip of Chriſt, 
and then Love cometh in and maketh the Soul 
take a more ſure grip. of him. 

2. Secondlie, Y = may ſee that Harmony in this, 
Faith is that Grace which takcah hold ( as it 
were] of the Garments of Chriſt, of his Word 3 
but Love (that ambitious Grace] it taketh hold 
of the Heart of Chriit, and (as it were] his Heart 
doth melt in the Hand of Love. Thiralis, It may 
be ſeen in this, Faith is that Grace, cobich draws 
eth the fit Draught / the Likeneſs and Image. .. 
of Chrift upon. 4 Soul; but that (accompliſhing } 

| Gta 


Sa 


— —_ 


a 
G 

By Faith ICE Heart of Chriſt and of t 

. ſo united, that they are no more 
C — > but — Spirit. 

2. TEE is this Second Act that Faith exereiſzth. 
on Chritt, and it is, In diſcovering the matchleſs Ex- 
cellencies, and the tranſcendent Properties of Jeſus 
Chriit. O what large and ious Commentaries 
doth Faith make upon Chriſt? It is indeed that faith- 
fal SPY» which doth always bring vp Fama Revort 
of him; Hence it is, that Paiths is called Under/tard- 
27 Col. 2. 2. Becauſe it is that Grace, which reveal- 

much ef the precious Truth of that noble Object. 

3. Ax there is this Third Noble Act of Faith, ex- 
erciſing it ſelf upon Chriſt, piz. It maketh Chritk pre- 
cious to che Soul, according to that Word, 1 Pet. 2. 7. 
Unto you which believe, be is precious, And if there 
were no other thing to ſpeak torth its worth but that, 
it is more than ſutfcient: For (no doubt) — 
the Exerciſe of the higher Houſe, to be dwelli 
the Contemplation of Chriſt's Beauty, and to — 
their Souls tranſported with Love towards 4 and 
— m Com in bi. Reaſon and Amazement are ſel- 

nions, but he re they do ſweetly joyn to- 

ther: Fir, A Chriſtian loveth Chriſt, becauſe 

of Chriſt's s Attings and then he loveth all theſe | 
8 uſe they come from Chrilt. 

ow Secondly, This pointeth out the preci- 

* Exccllency of of the Grace of Faith, It is that 

Grace which is molt myſterious and lublime in its 

of Ang thin ny other Gnees, Hence i i le 

than 1 Grace; Hence it is 

Which ſpeaketh this, That 

Faith are: Myſteries to the 41 


the e 


ike Weld. And I ſhall onl theſe Things 
Which ma qe ous wang Ac 


Grace ot Faith. 
Fairs 


—— 


a Or zue | 
3. FF 


e, of Promiſe, altho' Senſe, Reaſon and Probability 

4 to contradict the Aceomplifhment of that Promiſe: |. 
e Faith it walketh not by the low DiQates of Senſe and 

re Reaſon, but by a higher Rule, (e 22it,) The ſure 


Ward of Priphecy, wich is clear from Rem. 4. 10. 
where Abraham believed the Promiſe, notwithitand- 
ing that Senſe and Reaſon ſeemed to contradict it: 
He conſidered not the aganneſs of his own Body, net- 
ther the barrenne/s of Sarah's Wamb; bat was ſtrong 
in Faith, giving Glory to God: As is clear from 
Heb. 11. 29, 30. where Faith believed their peflin 

through the» Red-ſea, as through dry Land, — 
was moſt contrary to Senſe and Reaſon. Faith believ- 
ed the falling down of the Walls of Fericho, by the 
blowing of Horns. Whick things are moſt impoſſible © 
for Senſe and Reaſon; for Senſe will oftentimes cry 

out, A Men are Liars; and Reaſon will fay, How 
can ſuch à thing be? And yet that Heroick Grace 
of Faith eryeth out, Hath be poker it? He will 
2 it. Hath be ſaid it? Then it Hall come 
ts . . ' 

2. Fa rr can believe a Word-of Promiſe, notwith- ; 
ſtanding that the Diſpenſations of God ſeem to contra- 
dict it; as was clear in Fob, who profeſled he would | 
truſt in Gad, the" be ſhould kill bim. And no doube 
but this was the Practice of believing F ac56, he truſted 
that Promiſe ſhould be accompliſhed, That the Elder 
ſhould ſerve the Younger ; tho all the Diipentations 
of God (which he did meet with) ſecmed to ay, 
That Promiſe ſhould not be accempliſhed. 

3. Fair4 can believe a Word of Promiſe, eren 
when the Commands of God ſeem 10 contradict the 
Accompliſhment of that Promiſe; this is clear in 
that fingular Inſtance of Arab Faith, that 


notwithilanding he was commanded to kill his 
promiſed Seed, ( upon whom did depend the. Ac- 
compliſhment of Promiſes ) yet he believed 


that the Promiſes ſhould be performed. And the” 


— 
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were indeed 7 and ftrange Trials 
of his Faith, as he had natural Affections to wreſtle 
wich; yet over the Belly of all theſe, believi 
Abraham, be giveth Faith to the Promiſe, a 
bringeth his {aac to the Altar; ( tho” he did re- 
+» ao this is clear -from Heb. 11. 
17, 18, 1 
py F * & can exerciſe it {elf the Promiſes 
notwithftanding that Challen and Convictions 
- of Unworthineſs and Guilt do wait on the Chri- 
tian; that is clear, 2 Sam 23. 5. that altho' his 
Houſe was not fo with God. as did become, yet he 
believed the Promiſe; as likeways it is clear. from 
Pal. 65. 3 Tniquities do prevail again/t me, and 
yet that doth not interrupt his Faich, but he faith, 
As For our Trangrefrons, thou Halt purge them 
And certainly it were a. noble an 1 


Challenges, is believing, and hoping again/t Hope, 
g with Chriſt: this moſt clear from 
compared with Fer/e 8. where after 
the Prophet hath a ſtrange Word, 
than art our Father. There is 


( now ) for all this, yet 


the greateſt, Paradoxes and 
teries unts you ? For is not this a Myſtery, to 
hom ye never ſaw? * Wham having not 
ye love: To love an abſent and unſeen 
Myftery te the molt part of the World: 


And is not this a M 
we never ſaw? In whom tho” ye ſee him not, 


Our Faith is ca 


Orne 
„ © 


blieve on him whos ö 


« yet believing. And I ſhall add eds, That Faith 
can hold faſt its Intereft with God, notwithſtanding 
the molt ious Chriſtian ſhould call us Hypo- 
crites, and not acknowledge us; this is clear in 
the Practice of J; and moſt clear from that Word, 
Ja. 63. 16. Doubtleſs thou art our Father, tho 
* Abraham be ignorant of us, and ral acknowe 
© ledze us not. a 3 
III. Thirdly, Tuis pointeth out the Excellency . . 
of the Grace of Faith, That Faitk (when it is iu 
Exerciſe ) is that Grace by which a Chriſtian doth 
attain into molt ſenſible Enj 
reat Queſtion that is much 


ents, There is a 
ebated among Chri- 
length, 


nl 


ians, Wrat is the Way to win this Happy 
to be al want urcer the ſrecet and refreſhing Influence 


of Heaven, and to have this Dew always coming 
down upon our Branches? I can give no Anſwer 
to it but this, Be much in the Exerciſe of Faith: 
This is clear upon that Notign and Name put 
upon Faith, . 15 2. It is called a look to Chriſt, 
which is a -meſt ſenſiblę Act. If ye would know 
a Deſcription of Faith, it is this, The divine Cen- 
templation of the inmortal Soul, upon that diving, 
excellent and precious Object, Feu, Chriſt. Per 
God never made Faith a Liar, and therefore its 
Eye is never off him that is the noble Object of 
Faith, Jeſus Chriſt manifeſted in the as it 
is clear, Eph. 1. 13. * After ye believed, ye were 
* ſealed with the holy Spirit of Promiſe. Which 
pointeth out the excel 
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teilt thou farget us fir ever? It is this, 
of the Spiritual Exerciſe of Faith. And 
re not ſome here who may cry out, I ir Fi 
more than Thirty Days fince I did behold the Mug? Go” 
Yea, there are {ome who may go a greater length, wou 
and cry aut, I have lived theſe tro Vears at [eru- thi! 
Alem, and yet I have not ſeen the King's Face? Secon 
Yea, there are ſome here whoſe Complaint may mate] 
go a little higher, and cry out, Theſe three Years are 01 
and fix Months it hath not rained on me, but the belie 
Chuds have been reſtrained and bonnd up, and the the E 
Heavens have become Braſs. And would you know wn wc 
the riſe of theſe Complaints? It is this, 77 are pur tu 
not much in the Spiritual Exerciſe of Faith. And V. 
ou I would only fay theſe two Words; Fir/?, celler 
It is eaſier to rg 7 a Reprobare that he is de- whic 
feftive in the Fear of God, and in his Love to taken 
God; than to perſwade ſome ſuch that they are - | £35 
ting to God in their Faith; for they hold || fice 2: 
of „ till they die. of all 
e w y to theſe of you who have || With 
of Acbor tor a Doom ot Hope, and have 
the ſweetneſs of Chriſt, Some of you will 
convinced for the ect of the ty of 
„than for the neglect of the Duty of Prayer, 
f the Duty of keeping the Sabbath-day. But 
perſwaded of this, That if the noble worth 
that tranſcendent Object were known, we would 
a holy Impatience until once we did be- 
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conceivable Pitch of Di ity, and that is, To be the 
Child ef che living Ged ;. as is clear, Tabn 1. 12. 


To as many as. received, ( or believed in him ) he 
© gave Power, or wege to become the Sons 
+ & God: And certainly that noble . 


Adoption is much undervalued by many: An 


d 
will 


fice than Cain. 


Without Faith it is i 


2 are but an offence to the Majeſty of 
rd. 0 —_ 
Now we would fpeak to theſe two Things before - .. 


OyENED up. 87 
will tell you two Grounds whereon the moſt part 
of Men undervalue the excellent Gift of Adoption: 
Ei. They do not take up the Infinite Highneſs of 
God, (and what a One he is) etherways the 
would cry out with David, Seemeth it a ſmall 
thing in your Eyes to be a Son to the King of Kings? 


Secondly, We do not take up, ner underſtand theſe 
matchleſʒ Priviledges which are given to them who 
are once in this Eſtate. I am periwaded, if this were 
believed, That he tobe is a ſerrant doth not abide in 
the Honje for ever, ( tho" he that is a Son doth 
it woutd ftir us up to more divine in our 
purſuit after Faith. . 

V. Hfbh, Tris likeways pointeth out this Ex- 
cellency of the Grace of Faith, It is that Grace by 
which all other Actions are pleaſant to God, and are 
taken off our Hand; as is clear, Heb. 11. 4. By 

23th Abel »fered unto God a more excellent ſacri- 
Which muſt be underſtood even 
of all other Duties. And that Word, Verle 6. 
:ble to pleaſe God, ſpeaketh 
this alſo, That Faith we do exceedingly pleaſe 
him. And this is a moſt ſad and lamentable Re- 
proof unto many who are here, That their Acti- 


ons do not pleaſe God, becauſe they are not in Faith. * 


Would you know a Deſcription of your Prayers, 
(ye wi are Hypocrites, and deſtitute af the 
nowledge of God? ) It is this, Your Prayers are 


the Breach of the Third Command, Ir t by the © 
il not 


Name of the Lord in vain, for which. be w 
ho'd you guilitl:ſs. And would 
yeur hearing of Sermons? Ut is an Fiomination to 
the Lord, according to that Word in Titus 1. 15. 
To the — and i 

as Sglomon doth 


its Sin. So that 


1 
he Plowing of the Wicked 
all your Actions that ye $2 


re nothing is clean. And. 


ye know what is | 


—. Wh 
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we protecd to the Evidences ot Faith, ( t rot, } tell 
Firft, That there is a Difference betwixt the direct that 
Act of Faith, and the refſecting Act of Faith. For Tha 
there may be a direct Act of Faith in a Chriſtian, and 
when he is not perſwaded that he doth believe; but ard 
the reflecting Acts of Faith are theſe, which a of th 
Chriftian hath, when he is perſwaded in his Con- out, 
ſcience, that he doth believe. And we would Se- J 
condly fay, That there are many that go down to the 
. their Grave under that Soul-deftraying Delufion, wou 
{ That they are in the Faith, and yet never did know. our 
What Faith ie. I am perſwaded, there are - many are } 
whom all the Preachings in the World did never: f| of C 
|= ry that they did never believe, theif Faith walk 
ing born with them, and it will die with them» | neve 

| without any Fruit. But Faith being ſuch an ex- 
cellent Grace, and ſo advantagious, ( whereof we 
have ſpoken a few Things) we ſhall. ſpeak a little 
further of it. Fir/, In pointing out ſome Evidences, 
by which a Chriſtian may know whether or not 
he be indeed in the Faith. Secondly, I ſhall give 
— in 


* Helps, whereby Faith may be 
©. 


1. Now there is this Fr Evidence of Faith, That 

a Chriitian who doth believe. he accounteth abſence 
and want of Fellowſhip with Chriſt and Commu- 
nion with him, ene of the teſt and moſt la- 

| mentable Croſſes that ever he had, a8 is clear, Pal. 


2 


Alſo it ie clear, Cant. 3. 1. (compa | 

lowing /zr/es ) where abſence from Chriſt, and want 
Communion with him, was the greateſt crels that 
the Spouſe had; and it is clear from Feb 20. 11, 
12, 13. where Mary had a holy diſdain of all things 
in reſfect and_campanion of Chriſt. But I wi 
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nan y 
never 
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f we 
little 


nces, 
r not 
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tell you what a Hyprcrite doth moſt lament, 


that is, The want 
That is the great god and Idol among H 
ard that which (When not enjo 
ard Athieſts lament moſt, the 


Reputation among the Saints: 
— 
| ri 

arld, and Ye Luſk 


of their Eyes, wl.en they want theſe, then they cry 


out, 7. T ; have taken away my god, ard what hate 
T mare * They think Heaven can never make up 


the Inſs of Earth. 


And certainly, if many of us 


would examine our ſelvess by this, we would find 
our ſelves moſt defective. I would poſe you all who 


are kere, who have taken ow a Name to 


followers 


of Chriſt, Whether or not ve have been content to 


walk thirt 
never to 


Days in abſence from Chriſt, and yet 
ament it? Hath not Chriſt been thirty 


Days and more in Heaven, without a Viſit from 


you? And yet for all this, 


pe have not 
your ſelves with Sackcloth, I w 


clothed 
this is an undeniable Evidence of the total want 


of the Grace of Faith, but it doth evidently prove 


this, That the Perſen who hath come this 
loſt much of his primitive Love, and much 
_ Efteem which he 
C iſt What can you 
maketh you con 
think that is the noble Encou 
ſtian, when he is going down 


ement of 


his Grave, 


length, hath 
of that 
ht to have of matchleſs 
in this World, that 
e fo little with Heaven? 1 
a Chri- 
that he 


hath this wherewith to comfort himſelf, I am ta 


change my 8 but not my Cy 


believing Chyiſtian, being . 


Death. to the 
a bleſſed Tranfition 
Tranſportation to a more immediate and conſtant 


and 


uninterrupted Enjoyment of God. But I believe, 


that if 


this to fay, I am now not only te change m 
but alſo my Compauy ; for theſc ſeventy 
have becn converſant with my Idols, 
to conxgrſe with more bleſl; 


who have the Name of Believers in this 
Gereration ſhould go te Heaven, they might have 


Nen 


but now I am 
divine, and excellent 


O chat ye would * 
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much after an abſent Chriſt, Were it not a ſweet 
Period of onr Life, to breath out our laſt Breath 
in his Arms, and to be living in the Faith of being 
eternally with him, which might be founded upon 
his Word ? 
II. Tnzne is this Second Evidence of one that is 
in the Faith, They do endeavour to advance that ne- 
ceſſary Work of the Mornfication of their Idols, ac- 
cording to that Word, 1 Johr 3. 3. Every Man that 
hath this Hope in him, purifieth himſelf, even as he 
is pure. Act 15. 9. Faith it guriſieth the Heart. 
And concerning this Evidence, ( left any ſhould mil- 
take it) I would fay theſe Things to you; Fife, 
The Mortification of a Chriſtian, 23 long as he is 
here below, it doth more conſiſt in Reſolutions, 
than Attainments. It is certain, that there are high 
Attainments of a Chriſtian, in the Mortification of 
his Fiole but his Reſolutions go far above his Per- 
Secondly, We will fay this, 'That thoſe 
Chriſtians who never came this length in Chriſtiani- 
„to make that an univerſal Concluſion, and full 
olution, What have I to do any more with Idols? 
They may ſuſpect themſelves, that they are not 
in the Faith: For a Chriſtian that is in Chrilt, 
he is univerſal in Reſolutions, tho' he be not io 
in. Practice, but deigctive in Performance. A Chri- 
ſtian may have big Reſolu-ions, with weak Pertor- 
mances; for Reſolutions will be at the Gate of 


Heaven, before Practice come from the Borders” 


of Hell; there being a long diſtance” berwitt Reſo- 
lution and Practice; and the one much ſ{witrer than 
the other. And Thirdy, We would likeways ſay, 
That ye who never did know what it was to_endea- 
vour { by Prayer, and the Exerciſe of other Dies 
the Mortification- of your Luſts and Idols, ye may 
be afraid, that ye have not yet the Hope of ſeeing 
him as he is. And I would fay this to many, who 
are ſettled upon their Lies, and who never did know 
what it was to ſpend one Hour in ſecret A" 
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mortify ing an Idol. That they would beware, leit 
that Curſe be paſt in Heaven again them, I π]ĩl 
have purged you, aud ye wonld not be ptr 7:4; there- 
fore ye Hall nt be purged ary more till ye die. That 
Iniquity of — to commune with Chriit in the 

0 


Work of ſecret Mortification, I fay, I hat Iniquity 
ſhall not be purged away. And we would once ſeri- 
ouſly defire you, by that dreadful Sentence that Chriit 
{hall paſs againſt you, and by the Love ye have to 
ous mmortal Souls, and by the Pan ut theſe ever- 
alting Torments of Hell, that ye Would ſeriouſly ſet 
about the Work of Spiritual Mortitcation; that ſo 
e may evidence that ye have believed, and that ye 
uve the Soul comterting Hope of eternal Life. I 
would only ſpeak this one Word to you, { ard defire 
vou ſeriouſly to ponder it) WFoat if with Tele 
Heurs hereafter, a Simmicds were given you ( With- 
out Continuation ot Days] 1e compear defis tore sa- 
lerin and dreud ul Tribuna! of that intpartia! Fudge 
Fejus Crit? What ſuppoſe ye wwinll be your 
Thazghts? Will ye exzamine your own Conici- 
ence, Mat think ye woll be your Toounhts, if 
ſuch Smmonds were given wits you? I ain par- 
ſwaded ot this, That your Knees would ſmite one 
againſt another, and your Face ſhould gither Pale- 
nets," icezing your Conſcience would condemn you, 
That ye had been weighed in the Balance, and found 
light. O think ye that can byta fight and 
triumph in one Day ? $-: ye that ye can 
fut aud overcome in o ay? Think ye your 
Luits and unmariked Corruptions ſo weak and 
taint hearted an Enemy, that upon the furit ap- 
pearance of ſuck Inagnary Champions, (as mott 
Part Of us are in our on Eyes) wat your Idols 
would liv down Arms, and let you trample on 
them? Delieve me, Mortifieation is nat 2 Work ot 
one Day, or one Year, bat it is a Werk will ferve 
you all your Time, begin as forn as yon will: 
And tacrefore lecing you Rave ipeat your Days in 
the 
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it is tune thit now ye would 
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is this Third Evidence, by which 
may know whether he be in the Faith or 
at Chriſt is matchleſs a incom- 

2 an one, according to that Word, 
2. 7. To you ; /F 1 


that Werd that Late hath in his ſeventh Chap. 
at the cloſe, The ſbe to hom much cas, forgiven, 


5 
O 


t 
: 


7 


4 


to ſay with your Mouth, and contradict it with your 
Heart, will do the Buſineſs: For if your Heart 
could ſpeak, it would fay, I a. {4 Chris for 
Thirty Pieces of Silver, but my Idol; would 1 jell 
at no rate. Are there got many of you who love 
the World and its Pleaiures, better nor the Eternity 
of Joy? Oh! know ye not that Word, 2 ye 
2 LI of the 'Fruths of God ) That 
Be who the Warld, tbe love of the Father is 
not in bin And yet notwichſtanding of the 
Light of the Word, ye would fell your Immortal 
Souls: (with E Van] for « Mejs of Pottage, O! but 
| K is a poor Bargain, when ye have ſ@& the Eternity 
of Joy for a paſſing World, and for its tranbtory 
I would carneſtly know what fhalf be 

7 your 
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your Thoughts in that Diy, when ye ſhall be ſtand- 
ang _ the utmoſt Line betwixt Time and Eterai- 
ty.” O! what will be your bo. at that Day? 
at you are to follow on to an endleſs Pain, (by ap- 
pres] and then you are to leave your Idols. I 

only defire that ye may read that Word, /a. 
22 * What will ye do in the Day of Viſitation, 
6 in the Deſuolation which ſhall come from far? 
© to whom will ye flee for Help? and where will 
* ye leave your Glory ? Ye ſhall then preach Morti- 
fication to the Life, tho” all the time of Mortification 
mall then be cut off. O! but to hear a werldly 
minded Man, when Eternity of Pain is looking him 
in the Face, ( h out coneerning the Vanity of 
this World] might it not perſwade you, that the 
World is a Fancy, and a Dream that ſhall flee 
away, and ſhall leave you in the Day of your 


greateſt Scrifit? 


IV. Ard there is this Fourth Evidence of Fifth, 


That a Chrittian u ho doth truly belic\e, he is that 


Chriſtian who entertaineth a divine Jealoulig, and a 


holy Sufpition of himſelf, whether or no doth 
| ook I love not that Faith which ® Void of 
ear: 


this was clear in the Practice 6: N 
Nah, that tho' by Faith he built the Ark, yet he ha 
Fear mixed with his Faith. I know that there are 
ſome who are Ignotant concerning this, Ii Hut it 7s to 
doubt concerning eternal Peace: And more, I. is not 
erery one that douvteth, that certdinly ſhall get Hea- 
ven; For I think an Hypgerite may doubt concern- 
ing his eternal Salvation: However, I think the. Ex- 
erciſe of a Hy pocrite under his Doubtings, it is more 
the Exerciie of his Judgment, than 'the Exercile of 
his Conicience. And 1 way tay, That if all the Ex- 
erciile of the Law which is preached in theſe Days 
were narrowly ſcarched, it would be more 
Exerciie of Light, than the Exerciie ot Conſcience. 
We ſpeak thele Things as ear Doubt, which never 
was our Exerciſe; and we make thele Things our 
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blick Exerciſe, which was never our private 

hamber Exercife. And I think that if all that a 
Chriitian did ſpeak to God in Prayer, were his Exer- 
ciſe, he would f. leſs, and wonder more. We 
would be Speechleſs, when we go to God; for often 
if we did fpeak —_—_—— our Exerciſe, we won 
have nothing to ſay. And certainly it is true, That 
we often into that wotul Sin of deſparate lying 
— the Holy Ghoft, by flattering God with our 

euth, and lying unto him with our Tongue. And 
I mall only fay t two Words, There are ſome 
who have this for their yu _ viz, They 
would be at Peace with their Conſcience, and allo 
wor weuld be at Peace with their Idols; they would 


gla y reconcile Conſcience and their idols together, 
t is their great DefiFn. And there are {ome whole 


Deſign is a little more refined, They Study rather te 
be reconciled with their Conſcience, than to be recon- 
ciled with Cod; Their great Aim they ſhost at is 
this, To get their Conſciences quieted, tho' they 
— „ what it is to have the Soul- comforting 
P God to quiet them. 

V. Now, there is this LA Evidence of Faith, That 
juſtify ing Faith is a Faith which putteth the Chriſtian 
to be mueh in the Exerciſe of thele Duties by which it 
may be maintained; for we muit keep Faith as te 
Apple of our Eye. And fer that end I would only 
ve you theſe three Things by which Faith muſt be 

d in Exercile, and a real Chriſtian will be endea- 
vouring in ſome meaſure io attain unto theſe. 

f. Ir keepeth Faith much in Exerciſe, to be much 
in 1 and taking notice of the divine Exerciſe 
and P of the Love of God, wherewith à Chriitt- 
an doth meet, as ig clear from that Word, Rom. 5. 4- 
Experience worketh Hope. I durſt be bold to charge 
the moit part that are indeed in Chriſt with this, 
That they are too little in remarking and taking no- 
tice of the Experience of his Love. Ye ſhould mark 
the Place of your Experience it ſelf; as is ans ha 
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Scripture, that the very Place where Chriſtians di 
meet with Experi in ſueh an Enjoyment of God, 


they marked it, Exek. 1. 1. By the River of Chebar 
the Heavens were opened, and I /aw the Viſion of God. 
And Gen. 32. 30. Jacob calle the Place Peniel. the 
Place of living, after ſeeing the Face of God; it was 
ſo remarkable unto him. And we conceive, that ye 
would mark theſe two Things mainly in your Practice, 
Firſt, Ye would mark * ye can paoſſibly)] the firſt 
Day of your cloſing with Chriſt, and of your comin 
out of Egypt: and we may allude unto the man 
it not more than allude unto it) Deut. 16. 1. O5/jerve 
the Month of Abib, and keep the Paſſover unto the Lord 
thy God: for in the Month of Abio the Lord thy G 
brought thee out of the Land of Egy And Secondly, 
We would have you much in marking theſe Ex 
ences which have increaſed your Faith, and which 


have — — a « Loon. and L ar — _ | 
ou mortiſie you ; are Experiences eſpeci- 
$5 + - | 


2 FaiTH is kebped in Exereiſe, and we wi 
livel r in 45 K. 
wo u ou, by being mach in I 
of ſecret Pra 22 1 . — love mu h to 
when abroad. who never loved to pray when 


the 


y 


And this is a deſparate ſign of Hypocrilic, acconding | 


to that, Matth. 6. 5. it is aid of Hypocrites, Th 
ove to pr. anding in the Synagogues, and in t 
Corners 4 the Streets, that they may be 2 of Men. 
But ic is never ſaid ot theſe Perſons, That they lo 


to pray alone, only they loved to pray in the S 
gogues; but it is ſecret and retired Prayer by whi 
aĩth muſt be in Exerciſe. 


3- Ann there is this likeways that we would pref 
don you, That ye would be much in Studying Com- 
nunion and Fellowſhip with God. fe that y 
aith may be ke in Life. And O what a 
Life were it, each 


Ic Day to be taken 
Þp of Mount Pijgab, and there iq kehald 
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2 John + * « This is his Com ſamdment, that we 


ots l eve on the Name of bis Som ®Feſus 
Chrift, kec. . | a wo 


Here are Two great Rocks upon which a Chri- 


* 


— 


Motion toward his Reſt > Fir. The Rock of Preſump- 


dandleth them upon his Knees, and fatisfieth them with 
the Breaſts of his Conſolations, aud maketh their Q 
th; it do overflow, then they cry aut, My Mountain Zaxgeth 
— Rrong, I ſhall. never be moved. And Secmdly, The 
— * Rock of Niſbelief and Diſcouragement ; ſo that when 
Pan, be hideth his Face, and turneth back the face of his 
Throne, then they cry out, Our. Hope, and aur 

> did Strength is periſbed. from the Lord. _ We know not 
wash What it is to. bear our Enjoy ments by Humil 

e moſt} nor our Croſſes by Patience and — Q but 
ns 0 Miſbelief and Jealoufic are bad Interpreters of dark 


4. that Diſpenſations, they know. not what it is to read theſe 


' Hel myſterious Characters of divine Providence, except 
ne- prelal bey be written in legible Characters of Senſe: Mit- 
e 
ing. it brin a ty. 
uld net (no doubt he is a blelſed Criſtian, 8 
Soul bel dome that weful” Idol of Miſbelief, and deth walk 
by that royal Law of the Word, and not by that 
- 45 Rule of Dilſpenſatiens, We conceive, 
: » chat there are Three great Idols and Dragons of a 
I Chriftian, that hindreth him from putting a Blank 
in Chriſt's 'Hand, concerning his guiding to Heaven, 
There is Pride, Self-indulgence, and Da 


ur? Do we not love to travel to Heaven — 
"Wa Valley of Riches? And do we not itionll 
ire to walk toward” Sion Sleeping (rather th: 


ſtian doth” ordinarily daſh in his Way and © 
tion and carnal Confidence; fo that when Chrilt 


Iny, 


e not covet to be more excellent than our Neigh- 


darin) a3 we go? Are thase not ſome Wand 
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that we would have taken out of the Bible? That is 
ad Divinity to Fleth and Blood, Through 7 Tri- 
bulations we mu, Fnter into the Kingdom of aten. 
We Ide not to be changed from Vellel to Veſſel, that 
is our Scent may be taken from us. 
THERE are Three great Enemies of Chriſt, Miſ- 
belief, Hypocrifie, and Profanity: . Miſbelief is a 
bloody Sin, 1 is a ſilent Sin, Profanity is 2 
crying Sin. Theſe are Mather-Evils, and 1 ſhall 
give you theſe Differences betwixt them: Miſbelief 
Chriſt under the Vail of Humility ; Hy- 
pocrifie crucifieth *Chriit under the Vail of Love; 
and any pune him to open ſhame. Miſbelief 
denieth the Love and Power of God; Hypocriſie 
denieth the Omniſciency of God; and Protanity 


denieth the Juſtice of God. Miſbelief is a Sin that 
looketh after inherent Righteouſneſs; Hy pocriſie is 
2 


P 


looketh alter external -Holineis only; and 
is a Sin that looketh after Heaven without 
God hath 20 — nay oor 2 c 
| ways | ating -thele 
1 5 Which he hath always put together; io that 
their Faith ſhall once-prove a Deluſion, and fly away 
as a Dream in the Night. But let us Study this 
excellent Grace of true and ſaving Faith, which ſhall 
be a precious Remedy againſt all thoſe Chriſt-deitroy- 
ing, and Soul-deſiroying Evils. 

UT new to come to that which we did Pro- 
pole, Thirdly. Ta be ſpoken of from the Words, 
which was, The Stuectneſs of this Grace of Faith. 
No doubt, it is a pleaſant Command, and it mak- 
eth all Commands pleaſant; it is that which cait- 
eth a divine Luſtre upon the molt hard Sayings 
of Chriſt, and maketh the Chriſtian ts cry out 

bath ſpoken in his Holineſs, I will rejsyce 
We need not ſtand long to clear that Faith is 
ſweet and refreſhing Command, for it is often 
times recorded in Scripture to the advantage of ti 
Grace ; 232 Joy and heaven) Deligh 
At 


Sin that 
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are the Hand-maids that wait _ it, But more 
rticularly to make it out, we ſhall ſpeak to theſe 
hings. The Firſt is, That this Grace goth 2 
Chriſtian a broad and —_— Chrift, 
make#th him to behold not only the Beauty of his 
Actings, but the Beauty of his Perſon. And there 
are theſe Three precious Sights that Faith givetg to 
a Chriſtian of Chriſt: Firſt, It letteth the Chri- 
fian fee Chrift in his abſolute and perſonal Excel- 
lency, taking him up as the Eternal Son of Ged. as 
the Ancient of Days, as the Father of. Eternity, 
as the expreſs Image of his Father's Per/on, 
brightneſs of his Glory; and this filleth the Soul 
wick divine Fear and Admiration. Hence is that 
Word, Heb: 11. 27. That we ſer by Faith him that 
is invifible, As it he had faid, Faith is that Grace 
that maleih things that are inwif,ble, viſible unto us. 
Secondly, It letteth the Soul fee Chriſt in his relative 
Excellencies; that is, what he is td us: Faith tak- 
eth up Chriſt as a Huſband, and from thence we 
are provoked to much Boldneſs and divine Confi- 
dence; and withall, to ſee theſe rich Poſſeſſions 
that are provided for us by our Elder «Brother, 
who was born for Adrverjitie: Faith taketh u 
Chriſt as a bleſſed Daꝝs- man, that did lay his Ha 
upon us both: And from thence is conſtrained to 
wonder at the Condeſcendency of Chriſt; it tak- 
eth him ug as dying, and as redeeming us from 
the Power ef the ve, and from the Hands 
os our Enemies; and this provoketh Chriitians 
to make a total and abſolute Refignation of tf em- 
ſelves over unto Chriſt, to ſerve kim all the Days 
of our Life, in Righteouſneſs and Holineſs. And 
Third/ie, Faith maketh the Soul to behold theſe 
myſterious Draughts of ſpotleſs Love, theſe divine 
Emanations of Love that have flowed: from his 
ancient and ing Love fince the World be- 
gan. Would you know the reat GN and why 
ms 4 nn -thes of 


we are ſo Ignorant of hi 
D 3 
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no Lite; t Fai u the Pro- 
miſes, maketh a Ching Exercil a The Words of 
* his Mouth are ſweeter unto me than Honey, and 
the 3322 as is clear from Heb. 11. 12, tz 
It is by Faith that we embrace the Promiſes, and do 


. Fux 
it 


this, 
the 


ubon the Throne? Or wh 


Or zus 
in any Eſtate. And would 
Deſcription of Proſperity ? 


e know what 
t is to hade Chriſt in 


want him? He is that all; fo that all Things & 
fides him are but Vanity. But beſides this, Faith 
doth diſcover unto a Chriſtian, That there is a ſweet 
Period of all his Trials and Aflitions that he can 
he expoſed unto; fo that he can nevey, ſay that 
of Faith, which Ahab ſpake of Micajah, never 
Prepheſied goed Things to ue. But rather he ma 
fay always the contrary, Faith never Propheſiet 
Evil unta me, it being a Grace that propheſieth ex- 


cellent Things in the darkef Night, and ſweetly 


declaret}, t tho' © Weepi o endure for rae 
* Evening, yet foy cometh in the Morning: And 
that, Tho” now they 80 forth weeping, bearing 
2 ious Seed, yet at laſt they ſhall return rejoy cing, 
bearing Sheaves in their ; 
Ann this may bring in the Furth Conideration 
to point out the Sweetneſs of Faith, That giveth 2 
Chriſtian a refreſhing fight of that Land that is 
afar of, and maketh him to behold that Inheretance 
that is provided for the Saints in Light; it goeth 
forth to the Brook EH, and there doth pluck 
down thoſe Grapes that grow in EmmaguePs 
Land, to bring rp a good Report upon that noble 
Country, we are ſojourning tewards, and the 
City, »the Streets whereof are paved with tranſpa- 
rent Gold. And howbeit, it may be a perplexing 
te between many and their own Souls, Whe- 
ther or not theſe Eyes that have been the Winduws 
through which ſo moch Uncleanneſs have entred, 
and theſe Species ef Luſts have been conveyed into 
the Heart, ſhall once be like the Eyes of 4 Dove , 
waſhed with Milk, and fitly ſet; and be admitted 
to ſee that glorious Object. The Lamb that Hitreth 
er ever theſe 'Ton 
* Hell; and theſe _ 


4 


| 
| 
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Compend of the Goſpel, all theſe Things do moit 


72 . The MysTzxyY of FarTh 
ed Lips that have ſpoken ſe much egainſt God and 
Heaven, and all his People, and Intereſts, ſhall 
ever be admitted. to finz theſe heavenly Halle/uiahs 
amongſt that ſpotleſs Quire of Angels, and that 
Heini of the Fir born? Or it theſe Hands or 
ps 7 that have been ſo aQive to commit Inifivity, 
and io ſwift to run after Vanity, ſhall ever be ad- 
mitted hereafter to carry theſe Palm Branches, and 
to follow the Lamb tobitberſecter he geeth? And 
whether ever theſe Hearts that have been indeed 4 
Bethaven, a Houſe 4 
* a'dwelling for the Holy Ghoſt? Tho' theſe 
r . (ve 22 and fuch like, may be the Sub- 
zeft of many ſad Debates ta ſome weary Sofils, and 
cauſe many tofings to and fro till the Morning : Vet 
Faith can bring all theſe Myſteries of Light, and 
Jooking within the Vail, can let us ſee thouſands of 
thoglands, who were once 2 ugly as our ſelves, yet 
ing wahhed their” Robes, and made them 
white in the Blond of the Lamb, are admitted to 
—_ Throne of God, and ſerve bim D 
got. | 
Now there is this Furth. Which we promiſed 
of concerning this Grace of Faith, from theſe 
and it is, The abſolute Neceſſity that is of 
xerciſe of this Grace, which is holden forth in 
Which doth import 
theſe three Things; 1. That all the Commangs that 
We can without this Commandment of Faith, it 
is but a polluting of our ſelves in the Ditch, till our 
own Clothes abhor us. 2. That Grd taketh * 
delight in the Exerciſe of that Grace of Faith, than in 
the Exerciſe of any other. And Laſtiy, That as to 
the many Imperſections which we haye in our Obe - 
dience, there is a ſweet Act of Oblivion. paſt of 
all, if we make Conſcience ſeriouſly to obey 
this Command of Faithp which is indeed the ſweet 


to 
W 


the 
that Word, His Commanament : 


his 


appear, in that believing here is called 


of Idols, may yet notwithſtand 


leſs it hath its riſe from this Principle of Faith; ag. is 
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ommanament, by way of Excellency, as 
* — SPE 
UT that we may yet a little more particularly point 
out the abſolute Neceflity of Faith, There are dels 
Things that ſpeaketll it forth to the full; 1. That 
tho' Rivers of Tears ſhould run dewn our Eyes, be- 
cauſe we kept not his Law; tho” we ſhould never riſe 
off our Knees from Prayer, and ſhould all our Life- 
time ſpeak to with the Tongue of Angels, and 
tho” we fhould eonflantly obey his Commands, yet 
without Faith we ſheuld never efcape that eternal Sen- 
tence of Excominunication from the Preſence of the 
Lord: There being no Action that doth preceed from 
us, whieh can pleaſe the Majeſty of the Lord, un- 


clear from Heb. 11. 6. Without Faith it is im 
to pleaſe God, And tho! we ſhould offer unto 
him ten thouſand Rivggs. of Oyl, and *thouſands 
of Rams, and ſhould offer up m a burnt Sacrifice 
all the Beaſts that are upon the Mountains, and the 
Trees that are u Hills, this ſhould be the 
Anſwer that God ſhould return, unte us, Who 
hath required theſe . Things at your Hand? I take 
no pleaſure in theſe ſolemn — : Becauſe there 
is no way of attaining Peace with God, but through 
the Exerciſe» of Faith, making uſe of the ſpotleſs 


Rightesuſneſs of Chriſt. 2. Let us do our utmoſt, M 


by all the Inventions we can, to bring down eur 
Body, and let us ſeparate our ſelves from all the Plea- 
ſures of the Fleſh, yet all eur Idols ſhall reign without 
much Contradiction, exeept once we do attain unto 
this Grace of Faith, which is that Vi whereby 
wwe mult overcome the World, and the Hand that 
waketh uſe of infinite Strength for ſubduing our 
Corruption, making the Chriſtian ſweetly to take 
up that Soug, Stronger is be that is with us, that 
be that is in the Warld.. 
nom 2 this that we have fd. beck of the 

* of pi 


* 


nnaginary 

h a Covenant of Works, ud 

vayen by Faith; in the Righ ; 
And to thoſe who build upon this fandy Foundati 
on, I - ſhall ay but theſe two Word: Fit, How 
long ſhall you labour in the Fire gf airy Vanity ? 
Do you never think to put on the Cape-ftone ? Know 
not that the Day is a hing, when your 
ouſes ſhall fall about your Ears, your Confidence 
ſhall be rejected, and your Hope ball evaniſh as 2 
! Dream, and flee away as a Fifion of the Night? 
Secondly, What = monſtruous Blindneſs, and what 
an anipeakable Act of Folly muſt it be to ſay, That 
Chriſt was crucified in vain? Which yet ye do 
— aſſert, when ye go abbut to — z 

ighteouineſs through the Works of the Law. 

2. THERE are fome who are ſecure in their own 
Thoughts concerning their Faith, they never queſti- 
_ oned the realit it, they never examined it. 
| O! ze whole Tach is cold as your ſelves, ye ſay, 
Ye never knew what it was to diſpute. And I 
may ſay, Vs never knew what it was to believe. 
Thon 


ch 


Hypecrite,” let me tel! thee, A 
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Shall not he whom all the Minifte 
could. (carcely: ever perſwade to believe 


1 


5 


| a OyrznEgD &f. * 7 
ſo much as a Heaven or Hell, or one tning 
in all the Book of God, at laſt be forced to believe 
their ow1i Senſe, when they ſhall ſee the Ancient of 
Days upon the Throne, and ſhall hear the Cries of ſo 


many thouſand living Witnefles come out both from 


Heaven and Hell, bearing Teſtimony to the Truth 
of Threatnings and Promiſes? That not one jor 
of them is fallen to the Ground. And he W 
would never be perſwaded to bow a Knee to God 
in earneſt all his Life, ſhall he not then pray wit 
greateſt Fervency, That Hilg and Mountains might 
Jall upon hin. ta cover him from the Face of the 
Lans? And he that would never ſubmit to 2 
Command of God, muſt he not at laſt obey that 
dreadful Command, Depari from me, ye curſed, into 
_— Terment? Kc. Yea, he who was the 
teſt — in the World, ſhall then contefs, 
hat they are ble l, who put their Fruſt in the Lord, 
as they are excellently brought in, tho in an Apo- 
criphal Book, J/i/dom, Chap. 5. 4. Crying out with 
great Terror, while they behold that unex ght 
of the glorious Condition of the Goldly, O here are 
the Men, fay they, bam we mocked, whoſe Life we 
arcounted IL diet, anti their End diſhonourable. 
Be wiſe therefore in Time, and do that willingly, 
which ye maſt do by conſtraint; and do that wi 
Sweetneſs and Advantage, that ye muſt do at length 
with Loſs and Sorrow. 


2 Tux are ſome who certainly have 
ſome Hope 


gt eternal Lite, but contenteth them- 


ſelves with 2 ſmall Meaſure. of Aſſurance; and 
theſs I would befeech, That ye would be more en- 
deavouring to make your Calling and Eleftion 
ſure; and w-11d - be endeavouring to fee Jour. 
Names written in the- ancient Records of He- 
ven: And thi we ſhill preſs upon you by ſeveral 
Arguments; + 1. Thoſe Hrongt and ſubtile, and 
Soul-deliroying Deluſiuns that arc amongſt: many» 
who- concave. they do believe, ( as we — 

| ing )- 


r 
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ing ) and are pare in their own Eyes, who are not 
get purged from their Iniguiticn. J] are there not 
many of us that are in a golden that ſuppoſe 
we are eating, but when we awake our Son is empty, 
whole Faith is a Metaphyſick Notion that hath no 
Foundation, but Mens Apprehenfion ? And this ſhall 
never bear us thruugh 'the Gates of Death, nor con- 
us into Eternity of Joy. 2. May not this preſs 
you to follow after Affurance? That is a compendi- 
ous way to ſweeten our Croſſes; as is clear from 
Hab. 3. 17, 18. where the Convictions bf this made 
Hab to rejoyce in the God of his Salvation; 
* Tho' che Fig-tree did not bear Fruit, and the la- 
© bour of the Olive did fail, and there were no 
© ag to 22 in * Farr _ =n 
10. 34. where took joyfully tbe /poilins of their 
Goods, knowing within . es ht they had a 
better and an enduring Subſtance. This is indeed 
that Tree, which if we caſt into the Waters ot Ma- 
rab, they will 8 become ſweet; Por it 18 
not below the Child of Hope to be much anxious 
about theſe Things that he meets with here, when 
he fincerely kneweth that Command ment ſhall come 
forth, Lift up your Head, for the Day of your eter- 
nal Redemption araweth near; even the Day when 
all the Rivers of this Sorrow ſhall ſweetly run 
into the Ocean of everlaſting Delight. 3. A Chit 
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while we are walking — h this 


off 
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Oy 
ecken from God. Ab lac n | 
make yen continue with Chriſt in all his Temp- 
tations; as is clear from 2 Pet. 1. 10. whos this 
ſet down as a Fruit of making our Calling and Elecłi- 
on ſure, that if we do thee things, we ſhall never 


fall: Faith makes a Chriſtian to live a dependent 


Life: For would you know the Motto of a Chri- 
ſtian? It is this, Se/Fdifftdence, and — 2 2 
dence; as is clear from that Word in Song 8.5. that 
ildernefs, 
loved. 5. This As- 
2 Chriſtian to overcome many 
are four Sorts of Tempta- 


we are leani 
— will 
emptations. 


= our well 


There 


— — Aſſaule the Chriſtian : There are Temp- 
tations of — Tem | 


— of Love, Tempts- 
tions of H ptations of Anxiety, all 
which a Gade d oh this noble Grace of Aſ- 
— may fweesly overcome: He that hath once 
made iſt his own, What can he defie but him? 
As Pial. 27. 4. One thing have I deſired of the 
Lord. What can he love more than Chriſt, or love 
beſides Chriſt? All his Love being drowned ( as 


| * 
| |; | y. when he {hall have 
that Marriage betwixt Chrift and him ſweetly So- 
lemnized; And that when he is to ſtep that laſt 
Step. he knoweth that Death will make him change 
his Place, but not his Company: And O that we 
could once win unto this. to ſeal that Concluſion 
without Preſumption, My Beloved is mine, end I 
am his, we might without Preſumption, fing, one 
of the Songs of Sion, even while we are in this 
Land; and taking Chriſt in our Arms, might 
y cry out, Now letteſt thou thy Servant de- 
in Peace, fir mine Eye have ſeen thy Salva- 
mfort your ſelves in this, That all your 
ſhall, once paſs away, and that Truth ſhall 
come to paſs, which was confirmed by the 
of an with his Hand lifted up to- 
Heaven, That Time Hall be no more. Time 
ce ſweetly die out in Eterhity, and ye ma 
ns Ner new . Heavens, and a new Earth, 
in de/leth Righte2ujneſs: O long to be wich 
Him, for Chriſt longeth to have you with him. 
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SERMON VI. 
S e 
| lere en ane | 8 
CHRIST, &c. E 7 ? 
HERE are · Three moſt recious and cardindl 
Graces, which a Chriſtian ought mainly to 


-. 
Graces, he might be provoked to move after them 
moſt ſwittly; S the -Chwiew of Anina: And 


” chers 


- evil] alſs do it. Hope crieth out, 


| Oris of. 29 
there is this Difference between theſe Graces ; Faith 
is a fober and filent Grace; Hope is a patient and 
ſubmiſſive Grace; Love is an ambitious and impatient 
Grace. Faith crieth out, O my Soul!” be ſilent unto 
Cod. Hope crieth out, I will wait patiently for 
the Lord, until the Vifton ſhall ſpeak. But Love 
it crieth out, Hero lang art tho acoming? And it is 
waiting to hear the Sound of his Feet coming over 
the Mountains bf Separation. That is the Motto of 
Hope, Quad Wn non anfertur; That which is 
delayed, faith Hope, is not altogether tiken away, 
and made void. And that may be the divine Em- 
blem of the Grace of Love, It is Sight, infolding De. 
fire in his Arms;. and it is Defire clathea with 
Wings, treading apon Delay and Impediments, There 
is this Second Ditterence between theſe Graces, "The 
Grace of Faith, it embraceth the Truth of the 
Promiſes: The Grace of Hope, it embraceth the | 
Goodneſs of the Thing that is promiled; but 
that exalting Grace of Love, it embraceth the Pro- 
miſer. Faith crieth out, Hath he j; it? be 
is the Ward 
the Lord, be it unte thy Servant according ta thy | 
romiſe. And Love, it crieth with an higher Note, | 
As is the Apple-tree ameng tHe Trees of the Wood, % 
% is my well Ne an the Sons, Thirdly, 
There is this Difference ween theſe Graces, 
Faith it overcometh T tions; Hope it over- 
cometh Diffieulties, and Love ſtayeth at home, 
and divideth the Spoil. There is a ſweet Carre- 
thoſe. Grams fo the Faith it 
te conquereth, it fighteth 
and. conguereth, dut Love it doth oh the T're- 
ies of the Victory. And Fenrihly, There is this 
if „ The nohle Grace of Faith, it ſhall once 
evanift into Sight; that noble Grace of Hope, 
it ſhalt ence cvauiſh inte Polleflion and Enjoy- BB 
ment; but that conſtant Grace of Love, it thalt. 


' 
% 
4 


17 


And I would aſk you that Queſtion, 
a Day fhall it be, when Faith ſhall yield to 
iche? What a Day ſhall it be, when Hope ſhall! 
yield its Place to Love, and Love and Sight ſhall etcr- 
nally fit down, and ſolace themſelves in theſe bleſied 
Myſteries, theſe everlaſting Conſolations of Heaven. 
World wyhout End? And Fig, There is this 
Difference, Leſs will ſatisſie the Grace of Faith, and 
the Grace of Hope, than will fatisfie the Grace of 
Love; Faith will be content with the Promiſe, and 
Hope will be content with the qhing that is promiſed, 
but that ambitious Grace of Love, it will be only 
content with the Promiſer: Love claſpeth his- Arms 
about that precious and noble Object Jeſus Chriſt; 
Love is a ſulpicious Grace. It eftentimes crieth out, 
have taken away my Lord, and I know not 
where they have laid him; So that Faith is often- 
times put to reſolve 'Sulpicions of Love. I can 
compare theſe three Graces to nothing ſo fitly, 
as to theſe three great Worthies that David had. 
| "Theſe three Graces, will break through all 
_ Difficulties, were it an Hoſt of Phi/ifize;, that 
fo they may pleaſe Chriſt, and may drink of the 
Well of Beth/chem, the Well of a Con- 
folation, that floweth from beneath the Throne 
of God. Love is like Noar's Dove, it never 
findeth reſt for the Sole of its Foot, until once 
Tho within the Ark, that Place of Repoſe, Jeſus 


Ckri 

And Sixthly, There is this Lat Difference be- 
tween them, Faith taketh hold upon the Faithful 
nels of Chriſt; Hope taketh hold upon the Geod- 
neſs of, Chriſt; but Love, it taketh hold upon the 
Heart of Chriſt. And think ye not it mult be a 
pleaimt and Seul-retreſhing Exerciſe, to be con- 
tinually taken up in embracing him, that is that 
eternal Admixatien gt Angels? Mult it not be an 


- 
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excellert Life, daily to be feeding en the fut 75 
the Wheat, and to be jati:fed with Honey out vf t 
Reck? O but Heaven muſt he a pleaſant Place! 
And if once we would but taſte of the firſt ripe Gra 
and a Cluſter of Wine that' groweth in that pleaſant 
Land, night not we be conſtrained to bring up a good 
RKenort of it? : 
Bur now to come te that which I propoſed main- 
ly to ſpeak to at this time. The Lal Thing concern- 
ing Faith, tka® we propoſed from the Words was, 
The Oje uten which Faith exerciſeth it ſelf, which 
is here ſet down to be the Name of bis Som Fou, 
Cbriſt. And that we may ſpeak to this more clear- 
Iv, we ſhall, F, Speak a little to the Negative, 


What Things are not the fit Object of Faith, and 


then to the Pdfitive, Shewing how this Name of God, 
and of his Son Chriſt, is that ſure Ground upon which 
a Chriſtian may pitch his Faith. For the Fir/, Ye 
3 know that a Chriſtian is not to build his 


aith upon Senſe, nor ſenile Fnlarment. Sens 


may be an Evidence of Faith, but it muſt not be 
the Foundation of Faith. I know there are ſome 
that oftentimes cry out, Except I put my Ein 

* into the Print of the Nails, and thruſt my 

inte the Hole of hi: Side, I will not believe. And 
indeed it is a 2 unto the moſt part of us, 
to be exerciſing Faith upon a naked Word of Pro- 
miſe, abſtracting from ſe: To love an abſent 
Chriſt, and to believe on an abſent Chriſt, are the 
two greateſt Myſteries of Chriſtianity. But that 
Senſe is no good Foundation for Faith, may appear 
1. That Faith which is builded upon Senſe, is a m 
unconſiant, a moſt aq apr; and tranſient Faith. 


I know Senſe hath its fits of Love, and (as it were) 


hath its fits of Faith; Sometimes Senſe is fick of 


Love, and ſumetimegs Senſe is ſtrong in Faith, but cer 
Hours go about, Senſe may he fick of ſealouſie, 
and ſick of Unbelief, ar you will ſee from P/a/. 30. 6. 
Senſe, that bold thing, it will — 
| | | My 


be 
0 
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Mountain ſtandeth ſtrong, I will never be mov- 
ed; but hehold how foon it changeth its Note, 
Thou hideſt thy Face. and I was troubled. At one 
time it will cry out, Who is like vnto him that 
* pardoneth Iniquity, andthat paſſeth over Tranſgreſ- 
ſians? Bus cer many Hours go about, it will fing 
2 Song upon another Key, and cry out, Why art 

-- © thou become unto me as a Liar, and as Waters that 
Hail? 2. That Faith which is built upon Senſe, it 
wanteth the Promiſe of BleſTedneſs, forgthis is annexed 
to believing, that is founded upon the Word, accord- 
1 that in Fobn 20. 29. © Bleſſed are they that 
* have not ſeen, and yet haye believed. Nor hath 
that Faith that is built u ſe, ſuch a ſolid Joy 
waiting on it, as Faith is built upon the naked 
Word of Promiſe, as may be cleared from that Word, 
1 Pet. 1. 8. where Faith exerciſeth it ſelf upon Chriſt 
not ſeen, maketh a Chriſtian © ts rejoyce with Jo 
; - © unſpeakable, and full of Glory; a Joy that do 
not attend believing, founded upon 3. That 
Faith that is built upon Senſe, it giveth not much 
Glory to God; for Faith that is built upon Senſe, it 
exalteth not the Faithfulneſs of God, it exxiteth not 
the Omnipotency of God. I will tell you what is 
the Divinity of Senſe, Let me ſee, and then I will 
believe; but it knoweth not what it is to believe 
upon Truſt, and becauſe the Lord bath ſpoken in his 

fineſs. And in effect, Faith that is built upon 
Senſe, is not Faith, even as Rom: S. 24. 
. 14 Hope. And therefore when the Lord ſeeth 
a Chriſtian making Senſe an Idol, that he will not 
believe, but when ke feeth and feeleth, this doth 
often provoke the Majeſty of the Lord to withdraw 
himſelf from the Chriſtian, and to deny him that 
fweet Influen of Heaven, and thoſe 


—_— — 


his Senſe, and his Faith to ſeck. 
= A Chriſtian is not to make his Graces the Ob- 
jeſt of his 


m 


that is 


ſo:ations IF" 
are above; fo that in an- Inſtant, he hath beth FF". 


Faith; that is, When a Chriſtian doth F 
| ; . behold 


h | humbly, according 
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behold Love burning within him, when he doth 
behold Influences to Prayer increafing, and Morti- 
fication waxing ftrong, he is not to Paid is Faith 
upon them; this was condemned in the Chu 
in Ezek. 16. 14. compared with the 15 Perſe, 
made thee perfeft with my Comeclineſs ; but the Uſe 
that thou didſt make of it? Thou didſt put thy Truft 
in thy Beauty, and then thou didſt 2 rw Har lot. . 
It is certain, that Grace when it is the Object of our 
Faith, it doth provoke God 'e blaſt the lively Ex- 
erciſe thereof, and to make a Chriſtian oftentimes 
have that Complaint, To to ne, my Leanneſs, my 
Leanneſi 772 to my Face. I will tell you three 
great Myſteries in Chriſianity about Grace; The 
Firft is, To rid Marches between theſe two, not to 
deny what they have, and yet to be denyed to what . 
they have; many times there is Grace-denying,. and 
not oa ts, but this that we would preſs up- 
on yoo, to enyed to Grace, according to that 
Word which is recorded of Moſes, His Face- did ſhine 
and he knew it not: He did miſken it, ( as it were 
and was not at all puffed up with it: For fo the 
Words we conceive may run. Secondly, It is a grear 
Difficulty for a Chriſtian to be denycd to his Self- 
denial, to be humble in his being humble: ? 
Pride can have no other Foundation, it will build 
it ſelf upon Humitity ; and a Chriſtian will grow 

ud in this, that he is growing humble. Thirdlys 
t is a Difficulty for a Cirittian to examine his grow- 
ing in Grace, and not be puffed up: It is certain, 
a Chriſtian ought to examine his growth in 
| to that, Pal: 63. 8. My Sf 
eileoweth hard: after thee: thy right Hand uphold: 
eh me. Ile doth net only take notice ol this, That 
ais Soul did fel/oru:. after God, but of the meaſure 
pf that purſuit, Aly Sent followeth hard after thee 3 
nd yet — acknowledgeth, It was not his own 
cet which carried him, nor his.own Hand that kept 
4444 from falling. 


2. Ys 
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3. YE are not to bui r Faith u our 
Works, and upon the Righteouſneſs of the 1 1 
need not ſtand long to refute that practical Popery 
that is amorfgſt us, that thinketh we can go to Hea- 
ven through a Cevenant of Warks. I told you not 
long fince, what your going to Heaveu. through a 
Covenant of Works ſpeaketh, even this horrid Blaſ- 
r That it was an Act of monſtruous Folly to 
d Chriſt to die for Sinnners: For, it you can go 
to Heaven Without him, was not then Chi iſt crucified 
in vain? And I would tel] you now, That this 
ſpeaketh out your damnable Ignorance of the weak- 
| neſs and deceitfulneſs of your own Hearts. O ye 
that are ſo great defenders of Salvation by the Cove- 
nant of Works, I beſeech you, What is the Reaſon 
that ye break the Covenant of Works oftner than 
any ? For there is none that thinketh they will go 
to Heaven this way, but thoſe that are the greateſt 
breakers of the Covenant of Works. And is not that 
Incevliftent, and contradictory — our Faith 
contradicting your Practice, and your 4 telling 
you. that your Faith is a Lie? : 
Feurthly, Wi muſt not mix our own Righte- 
auſneſt with Chriſts, as the Object of our believ- 
ing: This is indeed an Evil t lodgeth 
in the Boſom ef the moſt refined 
Satan cannot prevail to exclude Chrift altogether, 
he is content with that whoriſn Woman, 
to. divide the Chi/d, and let the Object of our 
Faith be half Chriſt, and half S: -And the Truth 
is many of theſe r unwiſe Sons, who fta 
in the Place of the breaking forth of Chil- 
do willingly hearken to this Overture, for 
fear it be Preſumption for ſuch poor Wretches to 


t often 


4 


ſuch weak ones would confider 
om. 10.-2. where the Holy Ghoſt 
making uſe of his Righteouſneſs, an 

AR: of Submiſion, They have mt ſubmitted ( faith 


he) 


ite, when. 


boldly with the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt; þ 
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„„ II he) n the Righteoujne/s of Chrift. O will ye 
* ry not lay this to Heart, That our Lord will ta | 
ea. | your believing, or your putting on his Righte-: 
ouſneſs for an Act of great Homily 3 and will 

uch a | take your. Miſbelief as a marvellous Act of the | 
lat. higheſt Pride and Freſumption? | 
Ily to "ifthly, W are not to make Providence the 
an go Object of our Faich. I know there are ſome chat 
cified ak the Ground of their right to Heaven, they 
© this [will tell us, That God hath been kind to them 
all their Days: I would only fay to ſuch, +* He 


| may be,jecding you unto the Day of Slaughter 
#4. * and po TLRs Eove or Hatred by any 
Neaſon thing that is before him. This much of the 
| than Object of Faith Negatively. 


ill go AND now to ſpeak to it Poſitively, We ſee the 
Text holdeth out Chriit himſelf as that excel- 
„t that | lent and compleat Object of Faith, This is bis Com- 
Faith | 174ndrrent, that w2 faul belicve on the Name 
telling his Son. And thus Faith cloleth with 'Chriit in 
a Fourfbld Conſideration; Fit, It cluſeth with Þ} 
hte. | Ced in Chriſt, not with God immediately and | 
deliev- | Pakedly; for he awelleth iz Ligot inacceiſibles, |! 
doeth % 12 Man can approach ure; He is higher that 
8 the Heaven, what can we do? and deeper that 
Hell, bat ci: we know? Job 11. 8. 1 heretore 
man, we muſt approach unto him through a Vail, even 
"| the Vail of 12 * Fleſh, 2 2 5 God * 
a confuming Fire, and of picrer Eyes tan be can 
Truth bold — Fa And Cs - mult firit caſt 
" Chit-| 2% Eyes upon tuat blefica Duys nun, that Hat 
Eu upon ws leib; and lock upon God as in 
= Chriit, reconciling the Nerd io vimjef; and fo 
Ch 1 dran near unto him ros 2 lcdiator, who is the 
ka *' firii and the laſt, and he that livech and was dead, 
"Ghoſt and is alive tor evermore, avie to fave to the ut- 
t-ermoit, all that come unto God by him, icelng 
on he livech fer ever to max: Interceiion tor them. 
( be Sccondiy, Faith cloſech  wita Chriu, as tendred freely 
A 1 
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in a Covenant of Promife. We would have had 
nothing to do with Chriſt, it he. had not been 
ven of the Father, and offered himſelf in à frce 
ovenant of Bromiſe; but he being thus holden 
forth upon Terms of fice Love, (which doth ut- 

terly — Hire ) and ſo noble a Praclama- 
| 1 forth under the great Seal of Heaven, 

That whoſoever will, may come and drink of 
© the Water of Life freely. Upon this the poor 
Creature draweth near by Vertue of a Right, and 
ſtretching out the Arms of meſt enlarged Affecti- 
ons, doth run u him with that jagful ſhout, 
My Lord, my Gad: And then maketh an abſolute 
Roſignaio n of it ſelf te him; which is holden out 
in the Scri by that ſweet Expreſſion of 4% 
the Son. there are Three Parts of Canit's 
bleſſed Body that the Chriſtian muſt endeavour to 


kiſs and : The Mouth of Chriſt, the Hand 
of Chriſt, the Feet of Chrift: The kiſſing of his 
Feet, importing the Exerciſe of Love; the kiſſing 
of his ds, *Exercife of jection; and the 


kifing of his Mouth, the Exerciſe of Communion 
and Fellowſhip with him. Thirdly, Faith cloſeth 
with Chriſt as the Purchaſer and Meritorious Cauſe 
of all the Good we receive: He is the Perſon 
thas hath purchaſed all theſe Thing? unto uf; and 
there is not one Blink of Love, t is not the 
eft Enjoyment that a Chriftian meeteth with, 
but it is the Price of the Blood of Chriſt; Chrilt's 
ous Blood was laid down for it. Fourth, 
aith cloſeth with Chriſt as the Efficient and 
Worker of all our Mercies; all our Enjoyments 
are from him as the Efficient Cauſe; that is, He 
is the Worker of all og = us; it is his 
ious Fingers that accumpliſh that bleſſed 
'ork of Grace, and they are from Chriſt as the 
Diipenſer of theſe Things; Chriſt is the great 
Steward in —_—_— that doth communicate unto 
Believers all the Treaſures of the higher N 
a - 'or 


* * 


End, that it mi 


of "his Son. And here indeed we may 


- cording te our weak meaſure of 
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For him hath God the Father jealcd. O! but that 
Word that Chriſt once ſpake, is much verified by 
him'e!lf, It is more bleſſed id give, than to receive. 
Chriſt is that Fountain and: 'Treafure, in whom all 


our Gifts and Graces are treaſured up: For before 
the Ble come to Believers, they come to Chriſt 
as the H according to that Word. 2 Tim. 1. 


Which Grace was = to us in him, before t: 
Foundations of the World tvere laid. It was given 
to Chriſt before the World. was made, and for that 
ight be communicated unto all his 
Members, and fo out of his Fulnels we all receive, 
and Grace- for Grace. | 
ur Secondly, The Text holdeth forth more par- 
tieularly this excellent Object of Faith, to be the 
Name of his Son, That we ould believe on the Name 


t is long fince Agur did Nonp/us all the World 
with that Queſtion, Hat is his Name? and what 
is his Sons Name, if thou cant tell? O how Intle 


a thing can be known of him! And O how brutiſn 
is this Generation! that know not fo much loſs, 
rr him in ſuch a Day of 
the Goſpel. - But that we may ſpeak a little, ac- 
ith, as cl 
with the Name of Ci, his Name is his 
ous Attributes, by which he revealeth ſo m 
himſelt in the Scripture, as poor Mortals can take 
up. We did+-ſhew yen before, that there was 
Three of theſe that were the main Pillars of julti- 


fying Faith, Faithtulneſs, Oranipotency, and his 


* Inanite Love and Mercy. And now from theſe 
may be anſwered all the Objections ot Senſe, of 


arnal Reajon, and of Mitbelici, a:ifing from Con- 
victions of unworthinets. And certain it is, that 
Faith, in all its Conflicts, maketh much uſe of the 
Names of Chriſt. And there is not an Objection 
that 22 tempted Soul can make, but Faith 
"can an Anfwer to it, out of ſome of the 


— 


be at a ſtnd. 


oſing 
ori- 
vf 
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excellent Names of God, or of his Son Chrift, 
It would be a more longſome Work than I in- 
tend, to let you ſee this in all: But I ſhall onl 


3 Keeping Mercy for thouſands, forgivin 
* Iniquity and Tran n and Sm, a that 
* will by no means clear the guilty, Sc. I think 
there are Seven ordinary Obje&tions which may be 
anſwered from that Places 


were irg, It is an ordinary 
Objection which Miſbelievers do make, That they 
are under the —_ of their Corruption, that 
they are black as the Tents of Kedar, and not 

beautiful as the Curtains of Solomon. And doth not 
. the firſt Letter of that Name anſwer this, That he 
is a merciful Lord? The one importing his Abili- 
ty to fave, and to bring down every high Ima- 
gination: The other importing his infinite Delight 
to Help thoſe who have no Strength, and are 
under the Power of their Adverſaries, the Power 
of God being of no larger extant than his Love. 
There is that Second Odjection of Milbelief, That 
we have nothing to commend us to Chriit; But 
all that we have to boaſt of, are Infirmities and 
Impertections; and this is abundantly anfwered 
from that ſecond Letter of his Name, That he is 

acious; which importeth the Freedom of the 
 Diſpenſations of his Love, that he walketh not 
with us according to that Rule of Merit, but ac- 
cording te that golden and excellent Rule of Love. 
It is a great Dupute, Whether Mercy or Grace be 
the greateſt Wonder? Whether the Love of Chriſt, 
or the” Freedom of it, be the greateit Mylitery ? 
Sure both theſe put together, make up a matchleſs 
Wonder. Thirdly, - Mitbelict will object, That we 

aumber 


have forſaken him Days without i. 


i effering? This being that glorious Actri- 
"he | bute in God, the G of which he defireth to 
the above all his Names. Fourthly, Milbelief 


Us, 

and | doth ordinarily propoſe this Objection, That we 
ing | have — our Tranſgreſſions, and have com- 
that | mitted Whoredom under every green Tree; aud have 
ink iven Gifts to our Lovers, even hiring our Idols; 


be that we may take up that I.amentation, I xo? 
ary | our Yin great, and our Tranſere/ſion infinite? And 


hey | is not this alſo anſwered from that Letrer of his 
that | Name, That he is abundant in Goodneſs? That tho 
not | Sin abound in us, * Grace doth much more ſaper- 
not |} abound in him. We con 
t he | ſome that may walk under that Condition, That 
bili- if they had no other Exerciſe throughout Eterni- 
ma- | ty, but to make Confeſſion, they might confeſs, 
ight | never make any needleſs Repetition: And truly 
are | in ſome reſpect, it is a Mercy that we are Myſteries 
„wer || unto our ſelves; for, it we did know compleatly 
ove. || the ſeven Abominations of our Hearts, and theſe my- 
That || ſerious Actings of the Body of Death, we would 
Eutin hazard to choole Straglig and Death, rather 
and | than Life; yet may not one Glimple of that abun- 
ered dant Ineſs fatiste us, and calm the Storm ? 
he is | Fifth, Saith Miſbeliet, We know that we have 
the broken our Vows and Covenants with God, and that 
not fall theſe Things that we have taken on, have been 
t ac- but as Flax betore the Fire of Temptation; fo that 
ove. [we have no Hope that he will have Mercy upon 
thoſe that have broken Wedlock, and have not been 
ltedfaſt in his Covenant. But is not that abun- 
dantly anſwered trom that Letter of his Name, 
That be is abundant in Truch? Which 
that, That tho' we deny our ſelves, yet he abid 


1 


th gone 2. It is the inſinite 


ſeſs indeed, that there are 


ſpeaketh - 
eth faithful, and doth not alter the Words that 


| 
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may we rele upon the Omnnipotency of God, 
that can make Things that are ing contrary, 
ſweetly agree together; the Commentary will ne- 
ver deſtroy the Text, nor Providence will never 
deſtroy the Faithfulneſs of God. And let me give 
you this Advice, That thoſe Objeftions of Mizbelief 
which you cannot anſwer, and (in a manner) put- 
teth you to a Nonplur, and when ye have look- 
ed over all the Names of God, ye cannot find an 
anſwer to them, ſlight them, and cover them, as we 
have often wid you, was the Practice of believ- 
ing Abraham, Rom. 4. 19. where that ſtrong Ob- 
— of Misbelief appearing, before his Eves, The 
deadne/s of his Body, and the barrenneſs of Sara's 
Wamb; it is recorded of him, He conffdered not 
theſe Things, (as it were) he had a divine Tranki- 
tion from the Objections of Misbelief to the — 
of Faith: And this is clear from Matth. 15. 25, 
where that ſtrong Objection of Mibelief being 


poſed againſt that Womau, that ſhe was not with- 
in the Compais of Chriſt's Commiſhon ; ſhe hath 
a noble way of n with this, Lord, have 
Mer 1 ne. And (if fo we may ſpeak ) Faith 


hath a kind of divine Im cy in anſwering 
the Objeftions of Misbelief, or rather a holy flight- 
ig of them that gaineth ghe Victory, when ca- 
with Temptations will not do it. The 
may be inſtanced in his Sens Name, 0 

how glorious Titles are given to that Priace 
ngs of the Earth, and to that Plant of Re. 


F 


the 
2 upon which the weakeſt Faith may Gait An- 


„ and ride oug the greateſt Storm? I ſhall not 
detain you long on this Subject; but this we 
would have you know, That there is no Strait or 
Difficulty that a Chriſtian can be expoled unto. 
but there is ſome Name or Attribute of Chriit 
that may ſweetly anſwer that 1 make 


this, 
eace, and of all Conſolation. 
neſs and Confufion of Spi- 
fort himſelf in this, That Chriſt 
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of his 

That Chrift is ton. Yea, (that I ſtay no 
longer] if ig were that 4 Chriſtian Zould 
have a Neceflity that he could not find a Name in 
Chriſt to anſwer it, he may lawfully frame a Name 
to Chriſt out of any Promiſe in all the Book of God, 
and he ſhould find it ifthcoming for the relieving 
and Neceſſity, God would not 
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yet one Thing further, in reference to 
ich we ſhall defire you to 

Lit is, The Way of Faith's cloli 

with its noble Objett, and its reſting on him: An 
this we conceive 2 1 be excellently taden up by 
our conſidering of the many ſeveral Names that 
Faith getteth in Scri beyond any other of 
the Graces of the Spirit. It is called looking, IIa. 
45 22. Look unto me. It is called abiding in 
i/t, John 15. 4. Hide in me. It is called a 
keeping filence unto God, Pial. 3. 7. My Saul 
truff in God: Or as the Word is in the Original, 
Soul be /ilent unto God; and that in Pial. 02. 1. 
Sen! waiteth: Or as the Ward is, Truly my 
Soul is filent unte God. Likewiſe Faith is called 

a a leaning, Pal. 7. 15. J have leaued upon thee 
from my Mother's Womb. Faith is called an cating 
of Chriff”s Fleth, 2 6. 53. Faith is called 4 
2 of aur Burden upon God, Plal. 55. 22. Caf 
© your Burden upon God. And Faith is called a com- 
> * ing 


fruition, w 


erences 
The Firf is, That it is that Grace by Phi 
a Chriſtian doth enjoy much . Communien with 
God: Hence it is called a Hing; which im- 
porteth, that Faith is a confinual Contemplation 
of the immortal Soul, upon that precious and excel- 


lent Object Jeſus Chriſt. There 5 that Second Pro- 
rty of Faith, That jt is that Grace by which 
828 with God is maintained: Hence it is 
called an abiding in Gad. It is that Grace which 
maketh Chriſt and the Believer to dwell together. 
The Third of Faith is. That it is a ſub- 
miſſive Grace; Hence it is called a * filence 
unto God: Faith (as it were) it knoweth not what 
it is to repine; It ® tho noble excellency of Faith, 
it never knew what it was to miſconſtruct Chriſt; 
It is the noble excellency of Faith, it never knew 
what it was to paſs an evil Report upon Chrift. 
Faith it will A Things to a Chriſtian 
in the darkeſt Ni cht; when e aſketh Faith 
that Queſtion, Iſa. 21. 11, gz- Watchman, what of 
the N get ? watchman, what of the Night? Or, 
when Hall the Marning break? Faith anſwerech it 
with the Words that- follow, (only a little invert- 
ing the- Order) The Night cometh, and. alſo the 
orning. The 
teth of no wing 
Property of Faith, It 
Chriſtian - ip Perſeverance, by its building 
Rock. Hence it is called a — upon 
a Chriſtian by Fairh doth y * himſelf 
to Chriſt, ſo that whatever Trouble he be caſt in- 
to by Faith, he cometh Out of that Wilderneſs 
leaning upon his Beloved, and by Faith he is led 
to the Rock that. is higher than bg, where he 
fit in ＋ the even laugh at Death and 


him. There is the 
3 
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:operty of Faith, That it is the Grace that bring- 
eth Satisfaction unto the Spiritual Senſes of a Chri- 
ſlian, by a cloſs and particular Application of Chriſt 
as the Nouriſhment of the Soul. Hence it is call- 
ed an cating of the Fleſh of Chris There are 
Three Senſes that Faith fatisfieth : Faith fatisfieth 
the Senſe cf Sight, it fatisfieth the Sen'e of Taſte, 
and it fati:fieth the Senſe of Touch: Faith it will 
make a Chriſtian Sande that Eternal Word of Life. 
Faith it will make a Chriitian ſee that nd Plant 
of Renown; And Faith will make a Chriſtian ta/fe 
and je how rracious the Lord is. And { no doubt) 
theſe that have once fatisfied their Sight, they 
will de longing to ſatisſie their Taſte. There 1s 
that Sixth Poperty of Faith, It is that Grace 
which. giveth unto a Chriſtian: Henee it is 
called. 4 calling, of our Burden® upon him. It is ( as 
it were) the Soul giving unto Chriſt that unſup- 
28 Yoke of our Iniquities, and taking from 
hriſt that eafie and portable Yoke of his Com- 
mandments. And Serentbhh, There is that Laff 
Property of Faith, It is that Grace by which 
Sanctiſieatien is promoved : Hence it is called a 
coming to Chriff: It is the Soul in a divine Mo- 
tion and Travelling from the Land of Egypt, unto 
the Land &8f Canaan: Faith is the Soul in a 
fant Motion from the Land of the North, tie 
nd of gur Captivity, unto the Land of perfect 
Liberty, all alorg going out by the Foorſteps of the 
Fleck, and walking in that new and _ Way, 
27 275 him why is the Way, the Truth, and 
e - | P 
Axp now for a mote full Application of this, 
we all ſpeak but to two Things further: 1. We 
would have it conſidered, That there are ſome that 
come unto the Covenant of Promiſe with leſs 
Difficulty, ad after 3 mere divine and evangelick 
"Way: . and there are fome that cloſe with Chriſt 
In a more difficult and legal Way: They vor ane 
; . - Ez 


Paul 


Or zu 35. Qs 
that before they can come to Mount Sien, they 
muſt dwell forty Days at Mount Sinai. 

are ſome, before the of Heaven ſhall 
given to them, they muſt roar as an Ox, and m 
cover themſelves with Sackeloth, having Aſhes up- 
on their Heads. We muſt be a Benon, before we 
be a Benjamin; that is, we muſt be a Son of Ser- 
rot, before we can be a Son of Conſolation. But 
this is certain, That Chriſt leadeth ſometimes ſome 
to himſelf through a Valley of Rofes. And 1 
would only have you taking notice of theſe two, 
which tho” we eonceive they be not infallible in 
the Rule, yet oftentimes Experience maketh them 
out to be Truth: That tere are three forts of 


Perſons who are moſt ordinarily hrauch aner 


t Terrors, er they cloſe with Chriſt V, 
heſe who have committed ſome groſs ard abo- 
minable Sin, that is moſt contradicting mto the 
Light of Nature. Szeondly, That Perſon that finneth 
much _ Light before Converfion. Hence Jt is 
in all the Buoks of the Goſpel, and in 
the Book of the A#s, there was more Goſh 
and Love in the Way of Converting the Gentz/es, 
than was in Converting the Jem; ſee Acts 2. 27. 
There is a ſharp Law exerciſed them who 
had i the Lord of Lite: And A#s | 
t had been a grievous Perſecuter, at his 
Converfion, he is firſb {tricken dead to the Ground, 
before he be made a Captive to the Love of Chriſt, 
and conſtrained to cry out, What wilt thou have 
me te do? But look to As 8. and there ye will 
find a more fair and ſmooth Way of begetting 
Sons to Chriſt. And Thirgly, That Perſon that m 
much in conceit of his own Righ 
-uſeth to be brought to Chriſt 2 much T 
Tor and Exerciſe of the Law: is clear im 
Paul, his Condition alſo, Philip. 3. and A . 
compared. Certainly, whoſoever thinketh to come 
that length in Sb and will c. . 


e MyoTiRY Fair 
in that Chapter, muſt d well —— 
aunt Sinai, and learn his Arithmeti 
* have you taking notice of 
this, That tho' the Perſon that is bro to Chriſt 
in a more ſmooth and evangelical Way, may have 
the — of the Perſon that is brought to 
Chrift after a more legal and terrible Way, in ſome 
Things; yet we conceive, that a Chriſtian that 
Exer- 
un- 


is broughs to Chriſt through much of the 

eiſe of the Law, and through many of the Th 
drings of Mount Sinai, after he gd won to ſee 
Right of Chriſt, he is much conflant the 
of Faith: And the Reaſon ef it 15 Be- 
cauſe that an ordinary Ground of Miebelief is our 
not diſtinct up taking, either of the Time of our 
Converſion, which 1s. oftentimes hid from theſe 
— thee: ate Converted in a more — — 


— . often 2 2 to raze ws — r 
and to cry out, , tr is 
riſhed from the Lord. nw — 2 
Dijegurſe, we ſhall add this one Word of Exhor- 
tation, That ye would carefully lay hold upon 
noble „ and exerciſe your Faith upon 
: And I ſhall fay but this, That all theſe 
t have this noble Grace of Faith, and that are 
that everlaſting Inheritance, There is a 


prepared for 
Ts, But what ma 
ay, .s a Crown Cite, we hs — 


ife? Far what is Life without 
and a Burden to it ſelf? 


I would fay this by the 
miſerable and comftertleſs 


OrrxED . 
comipleat in that? Therefore 
Crown of Righteouſneſs: But were Lite, Joy» 
and Righteouſneſs, witheut Glory? Therefore” ye 
ſhall have likewiſe « Cyan af G/ory. But what 
ot all theſe, if that Crown ſhould once fall from 
our Head, and we ſhould be deprived of our Kin 
dom? Therefore take this to make up all the 
It is an eternal Crezwn of Glory. That Word in 
Prov. 27. near to the cluſe. Croton, faith Sa- 
laman, doth endure for ever. But this precious 
Crown that the of Chriſt fix upon the Head 
of an -overcoming Chriſtian, this the Motto 
that is engraven _ it, Unchangeable and Eter- 
nal, Eternal and Unthangeable. And O what 2 
Day aus ye fhall that be, when that precious 
Crown be put upon our Heads * What think 
e will be the difference betwixt Chriſt and the 
=lievers in Heaven? They ſhall have theſe Four 
Crowns which are ind22d ene; but Chrilt ſhall 
have upon his Head m_y Crowns, according to 
that Word, Rev. 19; 12. But let me ſay one Word 
allo to you who are ſtrangers from God, and are 
deſtitute of the Grace of Chriſt, and will not by 
Faith cloſe with this excellent Object, There is 2 
Fourfold Crown that once ſhall be put upon your 
Heads, but do not a the Viſion; there 
- _— &. 1 — and the 2 
e may pt - Things to your ſelves, 
but there is a 3 of Death which noms 


om ; 
ra i - ach 


have put upon your Heads; ye ſhall be always 


dying, and yet never able to die. There is 2 


Crown of Sorrow that ye fhall have put upon your 
Heads, when ye» ſhall eternally figh forth that 
Lamentation, O ft te aunihilate . and reduced un- 


to nothing! when the Reduction of you unto no- 

thing would be a Heaven, when ye ſhall 

tormented in thoſe everlaſting Flames. 
way, Ye will be 


one Is andther, 


E 5 


* 
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| Haps did hold his Head high ; and ( 
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will be 10 Ground of Conſolation that ſhall 
reap, for the Community ot your Sorrow {hall in- 
areaſe the rees of that Sorrow. And there is ano · 
ther Crown allo that ye ſhall put on, and that is, A 
Crown of Six, tim ſtead of that Crown of Righteou/- 
eſs, Would ye know your Exerciſe, e that are 

nate unto theſe everlaſting Pains? Would 
you know your Exerciſe? It is thie, Ye fhall eter- 
nally _ — and curſe the God that made you. 
Iam periwaded of this, That the Terrors of Hel! 
will afflict you more, and doth, than that of the 
finning perpetually in Hell: Ve would think no 
thing'many of you tb be in Hell, it there were no 
Pain there; , for the Exerciſe of Sin, it will be your 
Delight and Lite. But be perſwaded of it, That 


when your Conſcienee is awakened, the Exerciſe cf 


inning” ſhall exceeding] vate your Pain. And 
there is this Crown, 22055 That ye fhall put on, 
and that is, The Crown of Shame. The Prophet 
Jjaiah maketh mention of a. Crown of Pride; but ye 
that have put on that Crown of everlaſting Gonfuftes 
and Shame, when ye ſhall not be able to litt up your 
Eyes to him, whom ye have pierced; I would fain 
defire you to know, what will be your Exercile at 
theſe — Days? what will be your Exerciſe, when 
Death ſhall be ſummonding you to remove, and ye 
hall farit be entred Heirs unto theſe everlaſting Pains ? 


- 


I am' perſwaded, ye will reflect much, will ye 
not reflect upon many Sermons that ye have heard 
wherein ye have been invited to partake of 
ſweet _ of Salvation? I remember of 
that upon his Death-bed cried out, 
Time; a World for one inch of Time: One 
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reſt heres his 


the gr 
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Was 


: 


older by a thouſand Years than themſelves, 


Orp . 


| pretty Hierog) hick of the N they I E 
ime with t — The , Head char point 
ed out Time that was paſt, was a greedy Wolf gap- 


ing; which importeth this, That our Time paſt w. 
mil-ſpent, and there was nothing left, but like a Wo r 
to gape for it again. And there wasthat Second Head 
of a rozring Lion round, which imparteth the Time 
preſent; and for this End was fo painted, that People 
might lay hold upon their preſent Opportunities; 
otherwiſe it would be the Matter of their ruin, and 
ol their eternal undoing, And there was that 

Head, which was a deceitful Dog fanning; which 
ſigniſieth, that People may deceive themſelves with 
the Time to come, thinking they will be religious 
at their Death, and that they will overcome at their 
Death; but this is a Flattery, no better than the 
fanning of a mad Dog. I think we may leãrũ much 
of this, Even to be provoked to lay hold upon our 
— Opportunities, that we ſell not our Time, 


'bus that we buy it. There are two Things that a 


Chriſtian mult not ſell; that is, Sell not the Truth, 
but buy it; and. ſell not your Time, but buy it. 
T am perſwaded of this, That one Moment of Time 
is worth ten thouſand Worlds, if improved. 


k 


'T would aſk you, What Advantage ſhall ye have of 


all Thi that ye have tormented your ſelves 
about, when Time ſhall be no more? I ſuppoſe 
indeed, this Is an ordinary Evil amongſt the People 
of this Age, of which we have 'our own. Share. and 
Portion: There are many that envy 

and the Godiy, The excellent ones that are in the 
Earth; that think it pleaſure to vent their Mali 
inſt ſuch. I know that ordinary A 


perſecute Godlineſs under the Name of H 


ans nt 
count n 2 , in it: 
Only I would aſk you this ion, What avith 


ay is that Day, when Chrilt will alk that Oe 
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Firft Argument is i 2 

ith, F the Word ſpoken by Angels was /iedfalt, 

- every Tranſere/jion and Dijobedience received a 

uſt Recompence of Reward, &c. That is, If the 

ranſpreſion of the Law, which was deltvered 
e Mia of Angels, and every Diſobedi- 
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if . this) ſo great Salvutim. We 
D ity of Aae en we are purſued by the 
Law; or, when we are a by anc 
we may eſcape when we are puriued otherwiſe by 
the Juſtice of God; but if once we flight this great 
Salvation, there remaineth no City of Refuge (0 
Door of eſcape left open) for us: For where will 
the Perſon flee that ſlighteth this great Salvation? 
III. Tux is a Third Thing whereof we ſhall 
take Notice from the Words, That the Stroke of the 
Juſtice of God cometh juſtly upon them who Tight 
this great Salvation ; truly it is a moſt equal 
— Lo Pods, —_ is alfo — the 
ords, itt we eſc We = gregt 
Salvation? White he «7A me-w idle Conſei- 
ences. . As if he had faid, "Think ye not that it is jaſt 
and, righteous, that ( if ye flight this great Salvation 
there — Door of eſcape left open unto . 


vou? He putteth the Queſtion home to 
to anſwer, yea, or no. 

IV. Tus Fourth Thing to be confidered in the 
Words, is this, That the ſſighting this great Salvati- 
on, is a Sin that many Aggravatiors which at- 
tend and wait upon it. And it hath two vati- 
ons from the Words which I have read: Firff 

Aggravation is in that Word of the Text, Great 
alvation. As it he had faid, If it were not a Great 
Satvation, ye might have ſome Cloke er Excuſe fos 
your lighting of it: But ſeeing it is ſuch s 
and eternal Salvation, there is now no Cloke 
your Sin. The Second Aggravation is from the 
of this Salvation, in theſe Words, 

r/f began to be ſooken by the Lord, and 
rmed unto us by them that heard him, vi 
, Whereby he telleth them, This great 
vation is no, Notion nor Fancy, but a moſt & 
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Salvation? Was not t : 
fied? Was he not to die, and be made like unto one 
of us? Was he not to ly in the Grave? And was he 
not to bear the Torments of Hell, before this great 
Salvation could be aecompliſhed and brought to paſs? 
There were ſuch Impediments in the Way of bring- 
ing about this t Salvation, if all the An 

in ven had been ſet to 4 

it 


Wrath of God, even that was a thr 
none could ge, but the eternal God:; 
ſo guarded, that none durſt adven 
( much leſs could any win through it) 
#1 wal mig 10 jute *- 
TH. Thirdly, Ir is called a great Salvatlen, 
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pe There is 
they think comparable to this, all other 
bur little Zoars, in compariſon of this great 
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| of this Salvation. 
great Effect, to make us robo were 
Light in the Lord? And that 
of this Goſpel Salvation. Yea, 
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+ 
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Je come and ſee, and will beſt reſolve the Queſti- 
n unto you, What the noble Effects of this great 


V. Fifthly, Ir is called a great Salvation, in 
ot the great Advantages which redound to 
whe embraceth it. Firf, Is not Hea- 
Advantage? And that is the Gain 

attendeth Embracers of this great Salvati- 
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Advantage 
Embracers 
not eternal Liberation from the Body of 
ntage? And that attendeth 

Embracers of this great Salvation. Fifth , Is 
ing in the Enjoyment od a 

d that attendeth the Em- 


t Salvation. Fourth- 
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obtained by any General or Ca 
er People that could have the " of great Salva- 
tion, in compariſon of this. 

VII. Seventhly, Ir is called a t Salvation, ia 
reſpect of the Authority ef it. We have 1 of — 


greatneſs (as to the meritorious Caſe) of it, and how 
great Things it dotFetfeftuate; and alſo in reſpett 
of the Authority of it, it is a great Salvation. Would 
ye know who is the Author of this great Salvati- 
on? It is Chriſt, Heb. 5. 9. He became the Auther 
4 eternal Salvation - unto all them that © him. 

nd muſt not this Salvation be ſuitable to him who ' 
is the Author of it? This is ay moſt noble and 
irradiant Beam of the Majeſty of the Son of God, 
the Mediator, that he is the a—_— 


Salvation. 


VIII. Eighthly, Ir is called a t Salvation, in 
reſpe of tinuance and — of it. Ie 
is not a Salvation which is but fer a Day; but it is 


; 4.» 1 bogrmgge _— 12. He obtained 


Rede 
t Second whereunto we 
ſpeak for c_ the — is — Viz. 
it 2 that Corif was the firſt pr 
eternal Salvation. do not chiak That 
are thus to be underſtaod, has Ge (I and 
this great Salvation was never romaine BY before Chriſt 
came in the Fleſh; but we think 


of the Words may be one ke thee _ 
all of them. 4 2 * 


I. F, Trar all the preaching 
the Law, did come very far 


ſhall 
How 


thar the Words 
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Salvation under 
in the Point of Fulneſs, in compariſon of 


Q 
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preaching of it; The Therefore is Chr A Bid to be the 

had Eid. I know Alen, be — 898 
ow 

Salvation : And Enecch, he of this 


Salvation: And the Twelve Patriarchs 
— And all ü 
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A SERMON concerning 
went before Chriſt, and are now in Hes- 
ed ot this great 


for 
and 
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rit. 
irdy, Tus meaning of this (that Chrift 
fart preacher of this great Se lbstten may 
his appearing to Adam in Paradiſe. when 


: 
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he became the rl and preacher of this great 
Salvation that Word unto him. 


ion, when he did = 
er of the 22. all tread — „ 
Sernent- Arſt. glozqus pzeaching t 
Salvation when Chriſt preached it to 
in Paradiſe. And that was the firſt and glo- 
zious Morning ot this bleſſed Goſpel. 
Now we ſpeak a little to the firſt of theſe fix 
Things, which we obſerved from the Words, bx. 
Trar there are many within the viſible Church, 
who are neglefers and lighters of this great Sal a- 
tion; ( do you not all take with it?) It is clear, 
Ard. 23. towards the cloſe; and Chap. 22. 5- 
where "theſe Perlons being invited to come to the 
= 8 R it 3 
made li "it; which are 
Words in our Text. And Lake *: 18. when 
ew 
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V, 
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v hear. New, is there 
dare deny this Charge, — 


the RR EAT SALVATION. ie 
great Salvation? I confeſs, I am afraid that ye will 
not take with it; Therefore I ſhall propoſe Eight 
Sorts of Perſons, who are lighters of this great Salva- 
tion. And I charge you, as ye will anſwer to Ged 
one Day, that ye icarch your Hearts, whether ye be 
amoug the number ( in the Catalogue) of the lighters 
of this great Salvation. | 
I. Taz Fir Sort of Perſons, who are li 
of this great Salvation, are theſe Perſons, who go 
about to eltabliſh their own Righteouſneſs, and will 
not ſubmit to the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, (in a word) 
it is that fort of Perſons, who think they may win to 
Heaven by a Covenant of Works, an& will not take 
the Goſpel's Way of travelling to Heaven in the 
Covenant of Grace. And ſurely there is not a Per- 
fon here, who have not that curſed Iuchnatton to be 
as little obliged to Chriſt ( fer his Salvation] as he 
can, We would go to Heaven without the Way, 
which is Chriſt. And (believe me | are man 
in this Congregation, who go thus about to eftabliſl 
their own Righteoulgeſs. And I ſhall propoſe Six 
* Perions, who ſhall fall under the firſt 


1. Tix Eirf Sort are theſe, who truſt on their 
own — and think thele will carry them ts 
Heaven. 'Fheie are the Perſons who go about to 
eſtabliſh their own Righteouilneſs. Say they, I defy 
the World to lay any thing to me, 1 was evermore 
an honeit Man, and I truſt therefore that I ſhall ge 
to Heaven. But I fay to thee, (O Atheiſt that thou 
art) Thou thalt never win to Heaven by theſe 
Means, till thou come to Chrift with this, 4/7 my 
Righteouſneſs is as filthy Rags. a 
2. Tus Send Sort are theie, who build their Con- 
fidence upon their denial of their good - Works, 
1 length, to make uſe of Jeſus 

ritt. | | 
3. Tus Third Sort are theſe, who build their Con- 
ſidence npon their Dutigs; They think they will 

Some 
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Heaven by their good Prayers, by their 

ing, and by their Faſting. { like unto that 
Phariſee, Late 18. 11. * I thank I am not 
* like other Men: for I faſt twice in the Week, 
* I pay Tithes of all that I poſſeſs:) But 1 ſay 
unto thee, - Thy Duties will never bring thee to 
Heaven, if Chriſt be not at the End of all thy 
—4 * nor can ye perſorm anx Duty with- 
out him. 

4 Tas Fourth Sort of Perſons, who fall under 
this firſt Rank of ſlighters of the great Salvation, 
Are thoſe who truſt on their own ConftiQions. 
have once been convinced of their Sin and 
_ they think there is no more to 

will never reje&t them; ſo they ſit 
and build their Hope upon theſe Con- 


HE Fifth Sort of Perſons are theſe, Who 
their Confidence their Refolutions. 
y they, Oftentimes have I refolved to be a bet- 
Man than I am: Therefore I think (which 


= 


n the fearful Deluſion of ney that God till ac- 
t 


the will for the deed. it had been good 
y, fuch a Word had not been in the Bib/e, 
their curſed Eyes had never read it. But 
this, That tho' thou haft as ſtrong Reſolu- 
or, or as gnod Wishes as Balaam had, 

er labour to bring them to Practice, 
God ſhalt ſay unto thee, Depart om me, I know 
Iny of you who build upon your Reſo- 
build upon a ſandy — theſe 
times a Gade but like the Morn- 


' Sixth Sort of Perfons, who fall un- 
tarit of ſlighnters of this great Salva- 
and wherein the Evil is moſt ſubtile] Are 
ho build their Salvation upon their Gracesz 
bout to eſtabliſn their own Righte- 
I ſay to thee, Thy Graces _ 
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ſay, Bring forth the white Robe, and 


be Hope, altho' they may 

be y Hope. Now 

are there none here who fall under this arft Rank 

of . L Or are there 
"Ih 


none who will confeſs that they 
about to eſtabliſh their own Righteouineſs lay 
to thee, who will confeſs, Put a Rope about th 
Neck, and come to. Chriſt; for he is a m cifal 
King. I ay to thee, Come to Chriſt wi 
All my Righteouſneſs is like filthy Rags. is 
thou wilt come wi in Sincerity, he 

pat it upon 
bim. If thou canſt be brought to ſpeak that in 
Sincerity to Chritt, there be no more betwixt 
9822 thee, but, Come and clothe him with tba 

ite . 


2. Secondly, Taese Perſons Ara * Sal- 
of the pre- 


vation, Who delay their taking 
cious offers of the Goſpel; tor there are mauy 
( when we preach this Goſpel, and 


2 
4 
5 


out the Salvation unto )} who fay, 1 
will follow Chrifi, but I firi# go home and 
bury my Father: And ſo ws © to take hold 
of tnis t Salvation. But I fay to you ( how- 
ever ye be) that thus delay to take on this 
great Salvation, Ye ate the lighters of- it. Is 
. 
o t i is great Sal- 
— delay to imbrace it? O tell me! 
What do your Conſciences ſpeak? Are there any 
but they muſt acknowledge they come under the 
ſecond Rank? Aud 1 fay to you e thus 
en un- 


ot | 
1 21 
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'be hid from your Eyes? 


t Salvation, who complement with Chriſt 
are 1 t partake of it : And 
ently to the Miniſter, (or rather to their own 
ences ) I pray you have me excuſed at this time, 

Luke 14. 18. But I would only aſk at 
ve ye any lawful Excuſe, why ye will 
and partake of this great Salvation? Is 
y Perioa here that hath any lawful Ex- 
ſent? I ſhall never take this off your 
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Thirdly, Tuts Perſons are the lighters of | 
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from elofing with Chriſt, I intreat you I 
them, as if you heard them not, Say ye, Think 
ye this lawful? I yr It is both lawful and ex- 
eedient; for it was the Practice of believing 4bre- 
Pan, He confidered mt his on Body, being dry, 
an old Stick, wor the deadreſs of Sarah's Von. 
He did not conſider theſe Things which might ha 

Objections to keep him believing, He 
ſtarted at theſe two Ob Alas! 


hem? He flighted them both, and conſi dered 
em not. Secondly, I would ſay this to you, 
who thus flight it becauſe of Diſcou ; 
If ye did know the worth of the great Salvati 
hich is in this Goſpel of — — that is 

unto you, altho' ye had an Army of Ovjettions 
d go through, ye would go through them all, to 
c ell of Beth- 
lebem. | 
V. Tus Fifth. Sort of Perſons, who light 
great Salvation, Are theſe 
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would not hear. Fer. 7. 10. Who fays, 
livered to do all theſe Abominatians: Yet they did. 
me and ſtand before him, in the Houle which was 
alled by his Name. I 
VI. — * * 2 wm 
re: vation, W w it] are 
nay, not ſo 1— with it, than if 
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ing unto them the moſt ſenſeleſs 


Heart 

Chrit 
Jon is 
unto | 


o 
again? 
aded ) 


7 ſee, and ſhall not perceive: For Gol ion 
hath made your Hearts harder than the Flint or Ad that y 


t 
wanted a right to this t Salvation. I hope 2 
ou 2 that ye never cam © 


Ht 


| e did never ſpend an Hour: 
ind lamenting, becauſe 

thi pel-Redemption, it is but toc 

[ Nr, Ido Ye; 
that ſuch o 
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to precious Chriſt, and would beſecch him to go 
out” of their Coaſts. : 
VIII. Eighth, Tussz Perſons flight the great 
Salvation, who never took pains to engage their 
ell Hearts to take hold of Chrilt and the oſpel ; 
Chriſt is near to you this Diy ; The great Salvaitt- 
on is near to you, and is now, even now offered 
© unto you; Therefore are there any who will take 
pains to lay hold on it? I obteſt you all who 
are here, by the Beauty and Excellency of him 
"| who is the Author of this great Salvation. that ye 
Come and partake of it: I obteſt. you · by all t 
Joys of Heaven, that ye embrace this great Salva- 
J tion. I obteſt voa by all the Terrors in Hell, 

that ye embrace it. I obteſt youu by the Pfomiſes 
Jof the everlaſting Covenant, that ye embrace it. 
*I obteſt you by all the Curſes that are written in 

J this Book of the Covenant, that ye embrace it. I 
py obteſt yon by the Love that ye owe to your im- 
mortal Souls, that ye would once be wiſe, and come 
and partake of this great Salvation. May I now 
have it, ſayeſt thou? Yea, I Hy uuto all, Ye 
L have it to Day, ye may be partakers of it before 
Lye go hence. And fo before | proceed any fur- 
JF ther, I do in the Name and Authority of him 
who ſent me here to Day, Long is the Author of 
this great Salvation) freely offer it unto you; There- - 
Dre take it off my Hand, embrace this t Salva- 
ton offered to you to Day. But I know where 
will be Eight Sorts of Humours within this Houſe 
to Day, in relation to this great Salvation, which 
5 now offered unto you. | 

1. I think there will be ſome of Ga/lis's Diſpoſition 
here to Day, that will care for none of theſe 'Fhingsz 
Yea, there are many here who will not givea Fig tor 
WS the rich offer of the great Salvation: But, I ay,curſed 
mi be that Perſon who puts on Ga//!:'s Temper, (to 
Dy] that will care | none of rhats Things. 
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2. I 
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2. I fear there will be many of Pi/ate's Humou 
here, (to Day) who will ſay, They find nothing 
againſt the Man; yet will cry out, Take him, and 
cracifie bim: They find no Fault with Chrith, 
and yet will be content that he be crucified. 
Now can ye ſay any thing 1 — Chriſt, ho 
is the Author of this great Salvation? Produce 
yo 2 __— Are there any here who 

ve any thing to lay inſt him? I am here 
to anſwer in his Name. I hope there is not one 
here who hath any thing to ſay againſt the Author 
of this great Salvation; and why then do ye not 
take him? See unto your ſelves, that there be 
none of Pilates Humour here to day, that wil 
cry out, 17 find nothing in Chriſt why be lhouls 
not be received, and yet will be content har he 


85 HERE Will be many of the Jen here to Day, 
who cty out, Away with Chriſt, away with Chrilt, 


is that, Lay with ſpotleſs Chriſt, away with 
tranſcendent Chriſt, and give us the Wirld? Now, 
ate there any here who will be fo groſs lighters ai 
this great Salvation? Will ye flight this great Sal 
vation, and embrace your Idols, which once 
=prove a Crown of Thorns unto you ? 


4 Tus will be ſome of Fe/:x's Humour found 


here to Day, that will tay, O Chrift, go aruay at 
this time, and 1 will bear thee at 4 more convenient 
Seaſon. But, I ſay unto you who will not hear me 
to Day, nor embrace this great Salvation, I ſhall defy 
all the Minitters in Scotland to afſure you, that ye 
ſhall get another offer, if, ye ſend me away to Day. 
There is not one that can, or dare engage, that the 
Salvation ſhall be in your offer any 
herefare, I ſay, let none of Felix; Temper be 
that will fay, They will bear Chrif 


aſc 
5. Tmzny Cc" Tag, | 
en y 


ive me Barabbas. But Oh! what a belli { 
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ou Day ) who will dcfire to die the Death of the 
W Righternr, and to have their /f End like his; yet 
nll they defire not to lire the Lite of the Righteous- 
But, I fay unto you, Ye ſhall never die the Death 
Jef the Righteous, if ye live not the Life of the 
Righteous. . . 
Tuer will be ſome of yeu here, / to Day) 
who (I hope ) at leaft will be of Arrippas Humour, 
that will fav, Thou hat almoſt * 4 me ta be 4 
Chriſtian. I fay unto thee, wilt thou quick- 
Iv out with that Word, e/me/?, and put in that 
Werd, a/together, and fay, O precious Chriſt, thos 
haſt altogether perſuaded me to be 4 Chriſtian. 
However, if thou come no ter length, I in- 
treat thee come this length, ſo thou mn | 
out, Ian almoſt ferſwaded to embrace Chriſt the = 
great Salvation, and it may be cer long ye will 
come further. 
7. Tuzas will be ſome of Jude Temper here. 
{ to Day) who will betray Chriff for Thirty Pieces 
of Silver: Yea, ſome would fell Chriſt, Hea- 
_ Co — and all, for leſs than Thirty Pieces 
ider. | 
8. I think there will be many of Eau“ pro» 
— to 11 10 —— fel HD 
irth right a Ne ot! age. OW, WI 
enquire 12 your felves, Am [ the Perion that will 
give my Birth-right for a Meſs of Pottage? Dots 
7 Heart ſay, I will jel! my Birth rigbt, becauſe 
45 am hung red, 1 die ? wo of 15 pro- 
me, give me a Moſs ottage, wi {1 
my Birth-right? I know 22 are not a — 
ſuch here to Day: Therefore I intreat you, en- 
2 at your ſelves, What is your Humour? Oh! 
the great Salvation that ye have 12 ſo 
long, be lighted this Day alſo, and ſhall there be 
none to embrace it? Oh !-enquire; and fland in aw, 
left the Wrach of the moſt High purſue you. 
Now, I fhall give you theie Severt tie- 
- C2 which” 
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which m oke you not to fli but embrace 
this — 1 — 4 | * 
I. Taz Firft Confideration, That the not em- 
dancing ed this great Salvation, is one of the great 
eſt Acts of Folly that can be, Jer. 8. 9. They have 
rejefted the Wird of the Lord; ( and immediately 
It is ſubjoyned) and what Wiſdem is in them? 
And ſo Solomon doth aſſure you, they cannot be 
wife, who neglect this great Salvation, Prov. 1. 7. 
Fools delhile Il gam and Inſtruftion. Theretore may 
I net ſay unto yon, be who ye will, ( tho' ye 
were- the greateſt Heads of Wit in all this Place ) 
Ye afe but ſtark Fools, as long as ye neglect this. 
But would ye be wile indeed, and wiſe unto eter- 
na] Life? - Then I intreat- you come, and embrace 
this great Salvation. e 

II. Tus Scrard Confideration to provoke you 
not to flight the great Salvation, is this, That the 
Ruin and Deftruction of the flighters of it, is moſt 
certam and infallible, Jer. 11. 11. vrhere - ſpeaking 
of. flighting the Covenant, which is indeed the 
fame- great Salvation, there is a Therefore put in 
* the Threatning; * Therelore thus faith the Lord, 
* © Rehald, I will bring Evil upon them which they 
_ ©fhall nat he able to eſcape. I defy you all who are 
the fliphters of this gre?t Salvation, to find a Back- 
door when Juſtice ſhall purſue you. For there is 
no Door to eſeape, if ye embrace not this great Sal- 
vation: But the Earth will diſcloſe your Iniquity, 
and the Heaven will declare your Sin. 

III. Third, Let this Conſideration provoke you 
not to flight this great Salvation, That Chriit is 
exceeding ſerious and earneſt, that ye would em- 
brage it. And I think that, Jia. 20. 23. ſpeaketh 
out this excecding *fſeriouſnels ; where tour Times 
he eth of his Hearers, that they would give 
ear and hear his Voice, ſaying, * Give ye ear, and 
* hear my Voice; hearken and bear 11 
What necdeth all theſe Exhortations? But Choi 
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is moſt ſerious, that they would embrace the t 
Salvation. And O that there were a Perſon her 
(to- Day) as ſerious to the Bargain as Chriſt is 
But; be who ye will that flight this great Salva- 
tion, (believe me) the Day is coming wherein 
ye ſhall cry out, Alas! for the Aigle of it. Wit 
thou therefore- think preſently With thy ſelf, ( 
thou fighter of this great Salvation) What wilt 
thou ſay of thy lighting of it, when the Devil 
ſhal! be leading thee in through theſe dark Gates 
of Hell? O lighter of the Goſpel! how many | 
alaſes wilt thou cry, when thou ſhalt be paffing 
through theſe dark Gates, into thy everlaiting Pri- 
ſon? Wilt thou not then cry ont, (O me flighter 
of the everlaſting Salvation ! ) . Whither am I now 
going? Alas! now for my lighting of the Goſ- 
pel. And as thou paſſeth through, thou ſhalt meet - 
with numbers of miſerable Comforters. There is 
not one in that Priſon that can comfort thee: But 
many dreadful - alaſes ſhalt thou then. both oy I 
and hear, if thou embrace not this great Sal- 
vation | 

IV. Fourthly, Let this provoke you not to flight 
the great Salvation, That ye will Re it fora v 
look. O ye within this Houſe to Day, ye w 
get this great Salvation for one look, Ja. 45. 22. 

Look unto me, and be ye fav:d, all the s of 
© the Earth. For a very look ye will get this great 
Salvation; and do ye ever think to get Heaven at 
a lower Rate? * | | 

V. Tur Fifth Conſideration to provoke you 
not te ſlight this great Salvation any more, is 
this, There is not one of you who is a flighter 


of it, but your lighting of it ſhall increaſe your 
immortal Bonds ; b 


20 A Srgnuon concerning 
Bands be made ftrong. IT ſay therefore unto you, 
Old Men, mock not, left your Bands be made 
- Old Women, near unto your Graves, mock 
not, your Band: be made firong. Young Men, 
de ye not mockers, leſt your Bands be made ſtrong. 
Young Women, who are in the Flower of your 


. 


brace or receive it? O will ye be perſwaded to look 


$o Chrift, and & to take him? - 

VII. Tus Serexth Conſideration to provoke 
not tv ſlight the great Salvation, is this, Phat 
* 352 Fivefold Szivation comprehended under this great 


on. 2 
I. Taz Fi-# is this, Come and partake of this 
— Salvation, and thou ſhalt have Salvation 
thy Idols: And hereby I do proclaim Li- 
( this Dax] unto 


J to © your Priſ 
ye will embrace this great Salvation. 
unte you, O ye Priſoners! come forth and ſhew 
you ſelves; the Keys of your Priſon - houie 
are with us, to open your Priſon- doors unte 
you z. therefore O come forth and embrace this 
great Salvation. Will there be any f ſhall 1 
"think ] Here that will refuſe to come forth? 
2 go; forth, and flee irom the Land of) 

N 


our Cap- 
evitys» 


Q 
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Tuo ſhalt have Salvation — thy Dark. 
and from thy Ignorance. I ſay unto you. 
underſtand no more of God than the Stones 
the Wall, I command you to come forth, and 
rtake yet of this great Salvation; * and unto you 
ſe, even the Day-ſpring from on 


of Hell? Come and partake of this 2 Salvation, 
and thou ſhalt-be delivered from that Fear. Art thou 
afraid of the Wrath of God? Then come, I tay,. 
and partake of this great Salvation, and thou ſhalt 

have Redemption from that, and all thy Fears; - 
With him is plenteous Redemption, and be can make 
thee quiet from the Fear of Evil. 

IV. Ie thou wilt come and partake of this great 
Salvation, thou ſhalt have Deliverance from all thy 
Anxieties, and fiom all thy Caies: Ye are now 
careful and anxious abeut many Thin 


V. Ir ye will come and embrace this 
2 — unto 2 this Day, ye 
e go hence, to Song, 
© Death! where 5 Sting? O 27 where 
* thy Vifory? Now, O will ye come and em- 
brace this great Salvation? And ye ſhall be. mare 
than Conquerers through Chriſt, who loveth you. 
Are there therefore any here to Day, that would 
have W the Devil, and their | 
Hearts? come and embrace this great Sal- 
ration, and then your Victory is certain. 
. Zur, 
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BuT now to preſs home this great Salvation yur 
, 


— 
ſo de: 
V. 


invite 


Day, who are called willing ? "Then I invite you 
to come and embrace this great Salvation, . 
22. 17. Whoſcever will, let him come. Bax Oh! are 
there none here to Day, who are named willing ? 
I intreat you, if there be any, do not deny*your 
Name, but come when ye are called, and embrace 


this great Salvation. | 
II. Secondly, Taxes: Perſons who thirſt for it 
are invited to come and partake of this t Sal 


in 


£Org 2p 
Fre: 


7 
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2 41 here to Days 

nnts you, O weary Come, come, come, 

md e of this great Salvation, and' of this 

8 = Goſpel Redemption that was purchaſed at. 
o dear a . 


e. 
V. Fab. Tussz who are heavy laden, are 
invited to come, ( and I think all of — mx 
anſwer to this name,) afe ye heavy laden? 
then come. But are there none here who are 
heavy laden with Sin, with Miſery and Eſtrange- 
ment from God? If there be any ſuch here, I ſay 
unto thee, eld Man, or young Man, be who thou 
wilt, O come and partake of this great Salva- 


diom 

VI. Sixth\y, Azz there any here to Day, who 
are called blind? I fay, if there be any of you 
who think ye want Eyes to ſee the precious Ex- 
cellencies Chriſt, I invite you to come and 
partake of this 4. Salvation. 


VII. Seventhly, Ax there any who are called 
lame here to Day? I fay unto ſuch, O Come, 
come, come, and partake of this t Salvation: 
For we are ſent forth to Day, to call in the blind, 
and the maimed, and the lame, that they may eome 
and embrace this great Salvation: Therefore are 
there none here to Day who may be called ſuch? 
Are ye neither blind nor lame? I hope many 
of you will not deny that ye are ſuch: * ore 
I ay unto you, O blind, halt and maimed, Come, 
come, and partake of this great Salvation. 

VIII. Tas Eighth Sort of Perſons invited, are 
theſe who are fick; therefore it there be any ſick 
Folk here to Day, be who ye will, I ay unto 
ou, O come, and partake of this great Salvation 
or the while need not the Phyſictan, but. the ſict. 

IX. Ninthly, Ax there any here to Day whe 
know not their Name, or their Condition? I Gy 
unto you, O nameleſs Folk, come and partake of 
this great Salvation; come to 22 

o 2 2, 42 
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ledge of your Souls Condition, come as a name- 
one, and he fhall not reject thee, tho thy 
were ſo evil that thou could not give it a 
name; © for of all that crime unto him, be ſendeth 


gone gvay. 

Nov, where do you find your Name and Surname ? 
O do ye rot know it? 1 hope you may know at; 
therefore I intreat you to anſwer to it, and ſo come 
away, and partake. of this great Salvation. 

Bur I am afraid there be many ſtrong Iron-bars 
in the Way of lome of you, which ye cannot win 
over. Ah! how faſt are ſome Souls locked in Satan's 
| Snare? And therefore I ſhall ſpeak a liitle for diſ- 
j covering of theſe Bars, that kinder from embracing 
' this great Salvation, that fo ye may the better 
| Helped to remave them 


Tus Fri great Iron-bar which Folk 
from embracing this great Salvation, is, The Bar of 


nor ance 3 I am afraid that this ( as a mighty 
)} hindreth many of youz...-ye are ignorant 0 

your ſelves, and of the Condition of your Souls; 
of the Law, and of its Severity; 

ye are ignorant of the precious Goſpel in it 


lake, id break that great Bar of Igno- 
rance: For till that be done, Chriſt may take up 
Complaint, Fer. 5. + * Surely are 
fooliſh; they know not the Way of the Lord, 
ment of their God. I fay, this I 


bee, i 


vation ? 


& & gw 


the > + pace . 6 
your embracing Vation wan 
offer to Day; — 1 fp nnto you, If you 
_ > 1 DE 
length, to confeſs that ye want this Goſpel Sal- 
vation, and that ye are indeed flranghrs to this 
Redemption purchaſed by Chriſt. 

III. Tus Third Bar that keepeth from 
embracing this great Salvation, is, The Bar of Us- 
belief; ye believe not What we fay to you anent 
this Salvation. I know that ſome of you 
are of the Stoicks and Epicures Humour, who 
2 What Sz 2 Man ? © 17 to 
the ſetter ome range god. Hut I fay. un- 
e | 
god, but it is Jeſus of Nazareth whom I 
unto you. Alas! ſome of you thinketh this great 
Salvation to be ſome Morning-Dream, or tome 


den Fancy: But I fay unto you, It is neither 
» Dream nor F 4 — 
unto 


, but a Truth that we 


Ou. 
rth Bar that keepeth Perſons from 
4 > The he 


this great Salvation, is, The Bar 
3 Te will not come to me, that ye 
72, And alas! that is an Iron-bar in- 
ich all that are in Hell have barred 
themſelves owt of Heaven. Alas! ſhall ye be ſuch 
Wretches alſo? O what a dreadful found is that 
ano thee, O ſeruſalem, toilt thou not be mad: 
r TH 8 * turn 1 turn 
you, will you die y will ye light this 
great Salvation * O will none of you. ts Day 
embrace it? 


I may all 

1 Sam. 10. 22. that be hid bin. 
among the Stuff; For many have buried, and 
neſted themſelves in the midſt of the World, that 
—— 

| us Sev ar 1 many 
ing this Salvation, is, The Bar 
tedneſs; There hath ſuch a Stupidity 
Hardneſs Heart ſeized upon many, that 
"Chriſt preach as he will to them, (by his 
by other Diſpenfations) they are no 
„ chan if his Word, or Diſpenfatione 
thouſand 

Hardneſs 


Miles flom them. O that ſtrong 
of Heart! when ſhall the Omni- 
God break it? 
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eaſily be had, that it is in 


E 
y io 
offer ta Day: and if ye will, ye may 
your thed. and take i Contider 5 
Fu * 


deſpiſe it? I fay, Will. 

piſe it? Will <1 but — 
Word, Acts 13745 Behold, ye deſpiſers, 
and wonder, and periſh. Tell me \ « Dy 
ye have us to return this anſwer to him who 
e are deſpiſers of this great Sal- 


1. Firſt," I have excellent Tidings to tell you, 
Thy Dr 

here is Perſon come here tn Day, and 
that is, The mighty Author of this 
tion, who hath brought everlaſting Righteouſneſs 
with him, defiring you to make uſe : It 
is his Defire that ye would take his excellent Gift 
at his Hand. Theſe, I Gy, are the Tidiugs that 
I have. to preach. unto yau; and I hope neyer 


above thy 
art come: 


to come | 
ho knoweth, but we 
| 4 
it 
vation 
hen thou 


yet 


Y 
2 
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ho will embrace 
this great Sal 
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find more in this Salvation, than ever 
defire. Thirdly, If this Salvation be not above 
what thou can conceive, then go thy way, when 
thou art come to it; but think of it as 
it ſhall always be above thy Thoughts 
Fuurthly, It this Salwation be not above thy 
nion of it, then go thy way, when thou 
come unto it: But I know thou wilt find it 
above thy Opinion of it. Therefore ſeeing it 
ſo great a Salvation, as that all the World could 
not contain all the Books which might be writ- 
ten in the Commendation of it; O will ye em- 
brace it, even ts Day, while it is in your . 


u cans 
of it. 


» Thirdly, I w ſay this unto „ Be 
fwaded, 2 2 
voke the Majeſty of God to puni 


Sin of fli 


ting 


— 


Fi 


in 
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oe ng 


ye wer, when he ſhall ay to you, 
ighted ye the great Salvation? Young 
and young Women, enquire at own 
What will ye anſwer, when Chriſt fall 
Why flighted ye the great Salvation ? 


ine any 


f 


Hearts, 
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you, 
ye 
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mind ye to go away with to Day? Oh! have ye 
no Reſolutian beyond what ye had when ye came 
hither» to Day? Are there any here who have this 
Reſolution, To whom ſpall we go, but to him who 
is the Author of this great Salvation. cwho alone 
hath the Words of eternal Life? Even the Lord 
breathe it upon you. Or, is this your Reſolution, 
That throuzh Chrifi's Strength ( foriake him who 
will ) ye will never forſake him? Or, have * 
this Reſolution, That ye will efftceem more © highly 
of the great Salaatim than ever ye did? O that 
the Lord may keep rheſe in the Imaginations of 
the Thoughts of your Heart for ever. But as for 
you who have no T ſolutions to embrace this 
reat Salvation, O wherewith ſhall I commend 
t unto you? Do not your own Neceſſities com- 

end it? But it nothing can perſwade you to 
come away and embrace it, then this Place ſhall 
be a heap of Witneſſes againſt you: For it hath 
beard all the Words of the Law, mabich he bath 
Spoken Ant you, Joſhua 24 27. 

Ou! ca — Eyes upon theſe Pillars of the 
— an ons of 2 Gn I ws nA 

man une t may ſpea 

teſtifie 6 ou in the great of "of the 
Lord, it ye neglect this great Salvation to Day, 


Therefore e'er ye go away, be thinking upon it, 


whether or not ye mind to embrace it, not 
While ys may have it. This Day I have ſet Life 
and th before you: I have ſet before you 
both the great Salvation, and the great Damna- 


tion; and O that ye had underſtanding in all 


thefe Thin that ye being wiſe, might be 
voked at Nn ts embrace this great Salvation, 
the which we do yet as voa to. thin! 
— Is not Heaven looking upon you at this 
ſee what » will Gn wa 6 
offer of Salvation, which I have this Day. ( 

the Lord) preſented unto you? Now, to 


| 
| 
} 
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perſrrade vou to embrace this great Sal- 
— this which Redemption, this bleſſed My- 

ſtery, into whi 2 Angels defire to pry3- T9 
him, who can bring you back from the Pit, ond 
enlighten you | with the Light of the fit; To 
him, who hath the Nur of your Priſon, who can 
and none can ſhut, and tan fut, and none can 
open; To him, who hath all Power in Heaven 
and Earth communicate to him, who can deliver you 
the Grave, and can ſet you from all your 
nemes, We defire to give Annen. 


— 
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great and moſt ordinary Com- 
Days; 1. There are many 
"bat he n 


x for Slaves to | 


that we could 


_ 


in_the Bond of Iniqui 5 that ſo we 


mi rovoked to for t Salva- 
—1 your offer 8 Dere 12 Gom- 
r not — much Cauſe ) that 
there 1s now i. x4 a Toleration of Errors. But, 
wile ain alſo of this, That within ty 
Heart oler atios s Is there not 
ms AR of Tolertion en 4. e 
| the and his Company may» Wed of 
at ? Oh! have ye not need of this 


iy 


* 


„ 


/* dom, with died Garments in Blood, as one 
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great Salvation? Shall 1 tell you that Chriſt 
courting you to embrace it, that he putteth 
all his moſt glorious Robes, and manifeſteth him- 
ſelf unto you, as a Suiter making offer of hi 
ſelf, and of his great Salvation? O tell 
Have ye ſeen him? Or do ye think to fee him 
this Day? What Robes had he on? There are 
+= glorious Robes wherewith he clothes him- 
te his People. Fir, He cometh to his own with 
the Garments of Salvation, _— that Word. 
Zech. 9. 9. * Rejoyce greatly, O Daughter of Zi- 
* on; ſhout, O Daugater of Ferujalem: 22 
* thy King cometh unto thee: he is juſt, 

having 3alvation. Nay, your King is come here 
to Day, and will you not fall in Love with him, 
when he is clothed with the Garments of Salva- 
tion? Can ye ever have a more conquering fight 
of Chriſt, than when he is clothed with an 
excellent Robe, and offering you Salvation? Se- 
condiy, He appeareth to his own ſometimes in 4 
Garment died with Blood, according te that Word, 
Ju. 63. 1. Who is this that cometh from E- 


* that treadeth the Wine fat? And now I fay to 
thee that will not look to Chriib when he ap- 
— in the Garments of Salvation, Have ye a 
eart to retuile him that hath fought ſuch a 
Combat for you, who hath #rode 
alone, and hath flained all his G. 
the Blood of his Enemies; Ge is there any 
here who dare refule this Salvation, when they 
fee bow be treadeth his Enemies in Anger and 
trampleth them in bis Fury, and thus /pringieth 
their Blood upon his Garment:? O tremvle at this 
fight, and ſecx Quarters trum him in Tune, or he 
mall dye his Garments with the Blood ol thy 
immortal Soul. Thirdly, Chriit appeareth unto 
hs own, being clothed with 


i ine-preſs 
x 


when he condeſcendeth to manifett himſelf 
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. n 6 the 2 . 
litude what a t was that, 
to behold the Prince of Heaven Bn with our 
— What a fight was that, to behold Him, 
that was ciathed with Light, as with a Garment, 
to be clothed with our [nfirmities? Yet he con- 
— to clothe Himſelt thus, that we might 
have acceſs unto Him, and be partakers of his 
Gift: O can we refuſe him, when we have thus 
1— to — 4. mag that he might 
rethren. and my Siſters ? 
Party, "Chriſt 2 manifeſteth himielf, 
Doe with the Garments of Beauty and 
Majeſty, ſuch was me. ſight that the 
Spoule go of Criſt, Cant. ned 3 e ha le tree 
Trees of the ſo 1 Beluwved 
— the Sons ; and 5 _ S=. 8 me ſaw him, 
White and Ruddy, and tandard bearer of Ten 
Theu/and, ſuch was * joyful fight of him, when 
his Garments- were as the Light, 2 white 4s the 
Snom: which he had at the I'ransfiJuration, when 
= S_—_— Ones did come ( as it were) 
rs from the higher Hyaie to make 
kim a Vifit. And Fifty, Chriit he ſometimes 
to his own, in Robes of dreadfal Ma- 
tervible Hig hneſs and Lotiineſs, when 
Soul upon | _—_— firit Ehe of him remains Dead, 


. Daniel 2 in his 10. — 2 


ſu as he that Jahn got of Chriſt, 

17. — ner at all that are here, — 
fight have ye gotten ot Chriſt to Day, in whicn 
ot all theſe Roves have ye ſeen him in? It is True, 
we are not now to look for the extraordinary lights 
of him ? Bat yet if ever thou halt ſeen him in 
any of his wooing Robes, ſure he hath appear- 
od” Marches, and how fall ye then reluſe 


Bu 


T now to come to the Words, I was ſpeaking 
| untd 


. 7. 
Vnat a 
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True, 
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unto you of; The Fi Thing in the Words, viz. 
755 there 21 any = _ —4 the offer 

F. is eat ation, - at ig it 
2 it: And now I 1 Gl add a few 
Things further unto you. 1. -Let me propoſe a 
few Conſiderations to perſwade you to embrace 
this great Salvation: God id we go away 
before we embrace this Goſpel Salvatien. 
therefore I charge you in his Name, go not away 
before ye embrace it. And to preſs it home upon 
you, there are theſe Eight or Nine Properties of 
this great Salvation, that is offered unto you this 


Day. 
Au Fir, It is a free Salvation; Ve have no 
more ado, but to put forth your Hand, and take 
it. O come and take it. iſt hack fought fer 
this Salvation, and there is no more required of 
ou, but to come, and reap the Fruits of his 
Victory; Whoſoever will, let him come: There is 
nothing that ſhould move you to ſtay away. O C- 
tives, and und flaves to Satan! O Priſoners of Hope! 
will ye come and partake of the great Salvation ? 
What holds you from coming away and partaking 
of it? It is treely offered unto you. Ay, believe 
it, Chriſt requires no more of you, but that ye ſhould 
come and take it out of his Hand: It ye conſent 
to obey, the Bargain is ended; Ie Hull cat the 
72 T5 gy "Sal ion, is a compleat 
econdly, T AIS t Salvstion, is a 
Salvation, that is offered unto you to 4 this 
is clear, Luke 1. 71. That we might fave, 
from our Enemies, and from the Hand of all 
that bate us. There is not an Enemie that is 
thy Way, but if thou wiit come and partake of 
the great Salvation, thou may have Victory 
over it; ſo compleat a Salvation it is that is in 
your offer this Day: O ſhall we pals aways 
and not embrace it? O fhall your curſed Hearts 
undervalue this compleat Salvation that is come 
0 


4 Sz#nMoN ; 
0 Believe it, Salvation is near wnts 
take it. . 
ly, It is a wonderful Salvation; It is ſuch 
Salvation, as the Angels delire to pry into it; 
ſuch a Salvation, that all the Pro- 
=# - Abe 1 it: It is almoſt fix 
all the Angels in Heaven 
Wonder at this great Salva- 
fix thouſand Years ſince 4- 
oft Wonder at this great Sal- 
vation; And what think ye is his Exerciſe this 
Day? He is even wondering at this great Sal- 
vation. Would ye afk at all the Angel in Hea- 
ven, would they not all fay, O embrace the great 
Salvation ? Would ye aſk at all the Saints that 
are above, would they not adviſe you 10 embrace 


that great Salvation? Would ye aſk at Adam, be 


1 he not fay, O embrace this great Sat 
vation? Would ve aſk at bel, would he not 
fay, O embrace this great Salvation? And would 
not all the Patriarcys ſay unto you, O embrace 
this great Salvation * And do not all that have 
taſted of the Sweetneſs of it, crie out unt> you, 
Come and embrace the great Salvation? LE 
Tust Forrth Propertic of this Salvation is, 
That it was bought at an exceeding dear Rate; 
It is a*dear Salvation. Would ye know the dif- 
ference between Chrilt's 8 to this Salva- 
tion, and your coming to it? It is this, Chriſt 
to travel through all the Armies of 
— God; he was forced to drink 


1 
* 
Er 
A 


of the Wrath of God, before he could . 
come purchaſe this great Silvation: And 
now is required of you to obtain this? 
We ſo no more, but put out your Hands, 
and it. Will ye look to the Price that was 
hid down for this Salvation? There is not a 
Wound Body of Chrift, but it faith, Tri 
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Chriſt 
Sal/vat 
with, 
tion ? 
into, 
Salat. 
this 

muſt 

nothin 
and A 


it ſhall 
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is 4 dear Salvation, There is not a Reproa 
Chriſt met with, but it faith, O 7s not this 4 dear 
ſuch Sin? There is not a Bufleting Chriſt met 
o it; wich, but it faith, O i, mt this 4 dear Salva- 
Pro- tio? There is not a Neceſſity that he is 

fix into, but it faith, [5 mt this 4 great and gear 
aven I Se/vation? O Sirs! will ye not come and take 
Salva- this great Salvation, this dear Salvation? What 
e A- malt I give for it, ſay ye? I fay, Ye muſt give 
Sal- nothing for it, come and take it, without Mon y, 
this N without Price: It was dear to Chriſt, but 
t Sal- Mit ſhall be cheap unto you. O! is it not cheap 
Hea- Ito you? I affure youu, if you will come to the 
great Market to buy the great Salvation, there is none 
that Wot you needeth to ftand fer the Price of it. 
grace O come and take it, and have it, and there ſhall 

be no more prigging. a 

Sal. Fifthhy, It is an everlaſting Salvation, that ye 
e not ihell exjoy the Fruits of throughout Eternity, as 
would Wis clear, Heb. 5. 9. He became the Author of eter- 
nhract Bina! Redemption unte us. It is a Salvation that 


| have Ithe Devil can never be able to take out of your 
you, Hand; if ye take it, ye ſhall never be robbed of it 


again. 


O come and partake of this great Salva- 


n 1, tion, whereby the Gates of Hell ſhall never pre- 
Rate; rail againſt you. 

xe dif- Sixty, fr is a noble and honourible Salva- 
Salva- tion ; Ii is not to be taken out of one Slavery ta 
Choy nother, but it is to be taken ent of Prijon, that 
lies 


reign, Luke 1. 71. compared with Vene 
4 It is, That we being /aved, may ſerve bin 
nicbt fear, in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs, a'l the 


And BD a 1; par- 
l ays of eur Life. | lay, Come, cone. an! par- 
1 ake of this great Salvation, that your Glory mag . 


increaſed, and that ye miy be exalted above 4 
he Kings of the Earth. TD FE f 
Seventbiy, Ir is a moſt ad wan agious Salvati, 
What are the Advantages ut any Salvation, 
are not to be found in this? there nog 
: G Tees 
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iberty to be found through this Salvation? 
not 

h this 
roug 80 


Salvation? Yea, all Salvation are in 
el 


vation. 
Y. Ir is a. Salvation; for it cometh 


to us from, and through the Son of God: Chriſt 


is the Author of it. And we conceive, Chriſt may 
be faid to be the Author of this Salvation, in 


theſe Reſpects: 1. He is the Meritorious Cauſe 


it floweth, according to that which we have 
cited, Heb. 5. 9. He became the Author of eter- 


nal Salvation. 3. He is the Perſon that fitteth 


our Spirits for partaking of it; and it is he that 
removeth Mountains out of the Way, that we 


may have fair acceſs unto the great Salvation. 
4. It is he that muſt perſwade our Hearts 70 
embrace and take hold of it. He flandeth with- 
out, and crieth in to the Heart to embrace this 
great Salvation; And he ftandeth within, mak- 

the Heart crie out, Content, I wil! embrace 
the great Salvation : is indeed the Perſon 
that commendeth, and doth point forth this 
t Salvation unto' us. He is the noble Mi- 
r by 


Now, is there any of you that hath fallen in 
Love with this * Salvation? That ye may 

our ſelves, I ſhall give you ſome Evidence 
of the Perſons that are near unto this great Sal- 
vation. 1. Is thy Eſtimation of the great Salvatio 
increaſed by what it wu in the Morning whe! 
thou came hither? Is thy Efimatin of the 
great Goipel 8alvation a Foot higher than it was 
in the Morning? I fay unto thee, Thou art not 
far from the great Salvation, come away. * 
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here - after the t Salvation increaſed o 
ion? WW what it was in the Morning? Halt thou ſtronger 


und Defires after the great Salvation, than before thou | 
e in © cameſt hither? That is an Evidence thou art not | 
far from it. Is thy Thougats of thy Neceſſity | 
meth I of the great Salvation greater than they were? | 
-hrit I Thimkelt thou that thou haſt more need of the 
may great Salvation than ever thou thoughtelt before? |} 
„ in And is thy Opinion and Thoughts of faving thy | 
auſe I ſelf, leſs than they were before thou cameit hi- 
leod ther? Art thou forced to cry out, Vene but Crit 
great £7 ſave me? | fay, Thou art not far from the 
hence (great Salvation; Wilt thou come away? O that 
have = woulel once ſeal this Conclufion with much 
eart · perſwaſion, I am undone without Ciri, I | 

itteth r undone withhut Chriſt, who is the Auther of 

» that /, great Salvation. Are there any of you that 

t welle lenſible that ye are ir. the Fetters of Sin, 
ation, Band in the Bonds of In quit)? Are ye brought 
ts e the Convittion of this, That ye are in the | 
wich- of Bitterneſs? I ſay, If thou be brought to | 
e this {is length, to be ſenſidle of thy Bonds, and art 
mak- ing out, © Neuerer, haſlen, and come a'vay. 
nhrace ay, If thou be (culile of thy Bonds and Im- 
Perſon MPrilonment, and crying out, O thou that was 
this}, anointed from Eteruity; to proclaim Liberty to 
Af the Captives, and the opening of the Priion 
d by '2 them that are bound. O halten and come 
way, and redeem me, even poor me, linking, 


len ingen. g. periſhing, Ser Alt Kying me, thou art 
- mayer tar trom the great Salvation. 4. Art thou a 
Jences ion who beginneta to weep, becauſe thou haft 
at Sen 0 long a ſtranger to Cariſt, and the t 
vation 


daivation ? Oid Men that are here, how 
de Je oeen rangers to the great Salvation, — 


her 
d the Author of it? Now, will ye thed one Tear 


| 


of the 


: your Ettrangements, and cry out, V is me. 
ar n Chriſt and T have been Jo lng afunder? 1, 
2. y, If thou haſt come that length, thou art not 


G 2 


. 


+ 4 


4 


* 13 o pity 
from great Salvation, come : 
your ſelves, make haſte, make — came 


W 
UT now in the Third Place, Let me give you 
Evidences by which ye may knew more —_ 
y, whether or not ye have embraced 71s great here, 
Salvation; that ye may know your ſelves, and I tn it. 
that ye walk not down to your Graves with 2 ay, 
Lie in your right Hand. Fir Evidence of gu 
a Perſon that hath embraced the Salvation, ; 
> That they will bave a high Eſteem of the Sa- 
viour and Author the great Salvation. Halt 
thou a matchleſs Eiteem of matchleſs Chriſt, the 
Saviour of the World? That is a ſpeaking Evi- 
dence unto thee, thou art a partaker of the great 
Salvation: Art thou come this length, that thou 
erieſt out, None but Chrift, none but Chriſt? It is 
a ſpeaking Evidence, that thou art come to be a 
partaker of the great Selvatieon, when thou can 
crie out Exod. 15. 2. The Lord is my 
be is become my Sau- 
110} ome thy Salvation, then 
It is like he hath become thy Song, I would aſk 
this at you, Were ye ever brought this length, 
that you durſt never adventure to praile Chriſt 
your alone, but was ferced to call the Crea- 
tures, and ſay. O magnifie the Lord with me? O 
that is an Evidence, that ye have embraced this 
t Salvation. 
Secondly, LuEsE who have embraced the great 
Salvation, will itudy to maintain and keep their 
grips of it; they will ſtudy to hold falt ſo pre- 
cious a Jewel, this is preſt, Gal. 5. 1. Sand fad 
therefore in the Liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made 
us free. Yea, they will ſtudy to walk ſuitable to 
this noble Mercy, at leaft, they will ftrive and en- 
vour to do it, as is al'o preſſed in that fame 
erſe, I ſay, It thou hait been made a partaker 
Goitpel-ialvation, thou wilt rive to 7 
7 


x 


— 


thy ſelf from the Power of theſe Things that once 
triumphed ever thee. 


Salvation, will have a high re 
and S:lvation; ſo Paul, when he ſpeaketh of it 
here, he cannot but put ſome Note of —— 
— it. _ it the great Salvation: Therefore 

ay, thou 
thou wilt have fo 2 —_— of od, - 2 ihe Ja 
ovjeted to it as thou , or to be in ſubjection 
to the Power of thy Luſt in any meaſure, will be 
his Burden and Affliction. The Man will be ſorry 
when he is brought forth from the Houſe of Bon- 
» dage, unto the Red-ſea; he will be forry, that 


he ſhall fing that 


of the 
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a ef hs 
of this 


Thirdly, A Perſon that is a 


haſt embraced the great Salvation, 


Day when his Salvation 


© and lo, a 12 multitude, which no 
number, of all Nations, and Kindreds, and Pes- 
© ple, and Tengues, ſtood before the Throne, and 
0 re the Lamb, clothed with white Robes, and 
Palms in their Hands; and they cried: And 
how cried they? They cried with 4 loud Voice. 
They would not mutter the „ nor ſing filently, 
but cried with 8 lud Voice: what did they 


crie? They cried with « lend Voice, ſaying, Salvatios 


to our God twhich ftteth upon the Throne, and unto 
the Lamb, IT would only aſk you that are partakers 
great Salvation, at Songs Hall be put into 
thy Mouth, when the Waters of Jordan ali divide 
themſ/elwes, that the ranſomed of the Lord muſt off 
thorow? When thou mob ſing that Song, 

3 
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142 A SERMON cencerni 
115. 1. Not unto us, not unto us, unte thee be- 
fongs the Glory of our Salvation? O what a Day 
wall that be. when that excellent Sopg ſhall be 
put in thy Mouth? Yea, what a Day fall it be, 
© when thou ſhalt be clorhed with theſe excellent 
Crarments, that are made mention of, Ja. 6. 10. 
For he hath clothed thee with the Garments of 
Salvation, and he hath covered thee, with the Robes 
of Righternimeſs., O what Robes are theſe? Did 
e ever fee ſuch excellent Robes as theſe mult 
? I] think we will miſken our ſelves. O do 
2 rot think we will miſken our ſelves, when we 
all put on theſe excellent Roles? Now there- 
fore is the Pargain cloſe? Or will ye go away 
beſqre ye tzk- this great Salvation? Dare ye 80 
out at theſe Doors, and neglect the great Salva- 
tion? I would ak this at you, Think ye it will 
not be meſt fad, that Chriſt ſhould tel! this in 
Heaven of yow to Nigkt, I was preaching to a 
pack of ſtones, that none ef them wauld love 
me? Will ye not he ſeated that this report ſhall 
be carried back to Heaven of you? For what re- 
port can Chrift carry back but this? Now is the 
Cord of this great Salvation let doivn unto you, 
is there none ef you that will take a grip of it? 
O will ye flighter after it“ Will ye make this a 
rejaycing Day in Heaven, that is a fafting Day 
unto you? And the way to make it fo, is to 
embrace the great Salvation. Now what fay ye to 
tit. old Men? Let me to vou, and aſk your 
- Thoughts of the great Salvation; Gray hairs ſhould 
be a Crewn of Glory, if they be found in the 
way of Righteouſneſs. Old Men, ſpeak your Minds, 
that Young Men may not have your bad Example, 
What fay ye of this t Salvation? Is it not a 
moſt gloxious falvation? Is it not a mo excellent 
ſalvation that is in your offer? I intreat you ſpeak 
your Minds, tell Chriſt that ye are content to take 
the great falvation: otherwiſe, whoever he be i. 
N 


» 


many here to 


the GxraT Salvation. __ 
will not partake of this Goſpel-ſalvatien, I, in the . 
Name and Authority of Chriſt our Maker, de- 
nounee eternal and irrevocable War | him: 
put on your Harneſs, ye ſhall not when ye 
— it off again; the Wrath and Fury of God 
Il come upon thee to the uttermoſt, if ye em- 
brace not this great Salvation. Other Wars are but 
for a Time; greateſt Captains that ever the 
Earth did carry, are now /aid down in the ſides 
the Pit, and their Swords broken under their 
"ads, Armies of Ten Hundred Thouſand, a 
Hundred Years Time have laid them all in their 
Graves, and ended all their Conteſts; but there 
is no diſcharge of this War, that ſhall be cencluded 
berwixt Chriſt and you, it ſhall become an eternal 
and moſt terrible War, which ſhall be but beginning 
when Time is ended: Now Peace, or War, whic 
of them will ye chooſe? Dare ye ſend a Charge 
to Chriſt, and fay that ye will deſy him? I am 
afraid there ſhall be two Things that many et us 
ſhall report to Day: Firſt, I am afraid there will 
be many that will give Pfaraab's report to the 
offer of the great Salvation, and fay, Who is tbe 
Lord, that I thould 2 bim? | tell you who he 
is, He is glorious in Halineſe, fearful in Praiſe, di- 
ing Winders, O embrace him before he go hence, 
and give not Pharasb's report, leit ye be drown- 
ed in the Sea of his Wrath, whence there ſhall 
be no —— Secondly, f fear theie will be 
y, that will give Demas's report 

to this precious offer; I will go and ſorlake 
Chriſt, and embrace this preſent World: O bad 
exchange; curied be he that will make ir; Will 
Ay of Demas's Humour? I fear theie hath 
many of that Humour of a long Time; 

but I intrea* you one to be wile, betore you, 
die. I confeſs that Proverb, Old Foels are twice 
Fools, I think old Men that will not embrace 


the great Salvation, I think they are triple Fookz 
G 4 what 


.  # SERMON concerni 
what wait ye for, is there any thing that can af- 
ford you any Satisfaction but this great Salvation ? 
| Now, are ye convinced, old Men, that Chriſt 
| i waiting for your Anſwer? I intreat you, be- 
| fore ye go hence, ſpeak your Minds, what ye 
| think of the great Salvation? Is it not a lovely 
falvation? Is It net lovely now? What fay ye to 
it? I am to go away, and the offer is to be me 
| taken up at this time, and it is hard to fay, if £ in, 
ever ye ſhall have an offer again. I would only e ha- 
fy this to you, and be ſure of ir, Tho' I ſhould 
never be a partaker of this great Salvation, yet I 
ſhall be a Witneſs againſt you that are not par- 
takers of it. I tell and declare unto you, I ſhall 
te. a Witnefs againft you, it ye embrace not this 
great Salvation. Now, old Men, are ye perſwad- 
"ed to embrace it? Let me obteſt you &y the 
. Beauty of Chrif, come and partake of the great 
Salvation, ye that are travelling upen the Borders from 
of Eternity. Now, it ye will give no more, give near 
this, Win ye go home and think upon it. I ſhall |} fider 
not be ri | enter to judge your — 
Fhoughts.* I ſear there will be many declared and 
found. guilty r that we have declared un- 
to Heaven, we will not embrace the great Sal- * 
but have trod the Blood of the Sen of God | 
Now I intreat you, every one of you, 
ur ſelves, If ye be the Perſons that will 
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e this 


Goſpel! Salvation. Ye may ſay, 


7 bid us come, but we cannot come. I defire no 
more come with this, Lord, I am 
Shat, for if 

ance 
will 


F 
2 
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olf the Cords. of the 


the Gu EAT Salvation. | 
Ye are rentent to take him? Will ye charge 
own Confciences with this, Anm 7 content to 
Chriſt and the great Salvation? O bleſt, 
bleſt be he that is the Author of this great Salva- 


tion: and bleſt be he that gets any of t 
vation, that 


not under the Wrat 


if ye have it? I ſhall ſay no more, but cl 
with that Word, a. 62. 11. Bchould, the Lo 


* hath preclaimed unto the End of the World, to 
© thoſe that are afar off: What hath he ined ? 
© Say ye to the Daughter of Zion, Behold, thy Sal- 
© vation cometh, behold, is cometh. I fay unto 
you that are the Eads of the World, Sa/vation 
16 _ near unte you. Stout hearted and far 
from Righteouſnels, the great Salvation is brought 
near unto you, and will ye ſend it away? O con- 
fider what ye are doing. And to him that can 


riwade you to embrace the great Salvation, we | 
— 2 


"_ — 15. 


Concerning D E A T H. 


Pal. IXxxix. 48. Vet Man is be that liveth, and 
Ball mot jee Death? &c. 
Tis way head 6s dtmatine. ates a und 
I here ſhall be within thi Years; for evem 


er that Time come, many ) of uw» w 
G5; ar 


82 — 
taken u 


ſhall have tak 
whether we ſhall 


e it upin 1 Eter- 


of Joy, or in the ER of Pain, 1 
a to determine ; only M — 2 

re of, That all of us Thall ſhort e, A ; * 
&er long the Shades of Death jha 22 be ſting upon 
our Eye-lidi, and eur Eye firing. thall in te 
break. Therefore I weuld the more ſeriouſly en- 
quire at, you, bat would: you think if Death were 
| 727 Chr this Night — you 7 Think = that 


ſus Chriſt is gone up te prepare « Place for yeu? 
ven for you 75 Surely 1 we are — 
to Eternity, and there are ſome hearing me to Day, 
whom I defy the whole World to aflure, that 
ever they ſhall hear another Sermon: Therefore 
I intreat you all to hear this Preaching, as if it 
were the laſt Preaching that ever ye ſhould hear; 
and O that we would ſpeak it, as if it were the 
laſt Sermon that ever we would preach unto you. 
Believe me, Death is another thing than we take 
it to be. Ob/ what will 5 
Day of ur Viſitation, wen Deſolation ſhall came 
_ from afar? where will we flee for reſt? and 
. where will we leave our A“ Old rich Men, 
_ where will ye flee when th aſſaults you? Old 
poor Men, where will ye flee when Death aſſaulu 
'you? Old Women, where will ye flee when Death 
allaults you? Young Women, where will ye flee 
when aſſaults you? It was an ancient Ob- 
—_— Dk. Pal. xxxiz. 5. that God had 


made bis D „ „ an Ha breadth, This either 
—7 
2 5 


to Es .Fourto!d Eſtate of ons | one. 

his Childhood, his Manbeed, and 

It relate to tne Fourfold Time 

z. "he Morning, his Forenooz, his 

his Evening; yet all our Lifetime 
And 2 think ye not that aur Day 


concerning DE ATH. _ 14 
the Words, I ſhall ſpeak a few things to theſe two 
Queſtions, which I conceive, may not altogether 
e. . W lawful for aß ts def 

Queit. 1. WHETHER IJ yar te agi 
to die, and to return unto their lang and endo bone? 
Whether it be lawful for one ts cry out, O Time, 
time flee away, ( and all my Shadoxos let them be 
gone ) that Jo long Eternity may came? | 

Anſw. I fay, It is lawtul in ſome Caſes for one 
to deſire to die; for it was Pauls defire, Philip. 
1. 23. 1 am ina ſtrait betwixt twe, having a defire 
to depart, and te be with Chriff, which is far better. 
And 2 Cor. 5. 2. Ve. grone earneily, deſiring to be 
clothed upon with ozr Houſe which is from en. 
I long greatly till the twentieth one Year of m 
Age come, when my Minority ſhall be over 
that I may be entred Heir to that matchlels In- 
heritance But to clear in what Caſes it is lawful 
to defire to die. : 
1. I fay, It is lawful to defite to die, when it 
floweth from a deſire of uninterrupted Fellowſhip 
and Communion with - Chriſt, and Conjunction 
with him; this is clear, 2 Cor. 5. 6. Knowing that 
whillt we are at home in the Beh, we are ae 
From the Lord. Therefore, Verie 8. We are wil 
ing ratber to be abjent from the Body, and to be 
pre/ent with the Lord. . Allo it is clear, Philip. . 
23. | am in a firait betwixt tros, having 
2 depart, and ts be with Chrift, which is far bet> 
ter. It was his great End to have near and un- 
mixed Communion with Chriſt. What aileth you, 
Paul, (might one have ſaid ) may ye not be cor 
tent to ſtay a while here? Nay, faitk Paul, 1 
fire to be gone, and to be with Chriff. Was 
never With iim here, Pau“? 1 have been with 
him, faich he, but what is all my being with him 
here, in compariſon of my being wich him above; 


bill I am prejent in the Body, I am abjent | 
the Lord: The 2 28. ok 


keretore. I will never be at reſt, 8 


4 Senor 
Erd I will, until I get Chriſt, until I 


and immediate Embracements ot 
= ode Plant of —_— the Flower of the 


Stock of Fe, who is the Light of the higher 
Houſe, 228 Admiration * 


2. Ir is huful to deſire 7 die, when it flow- 
eth from the Excellencies of Heaven, from a de- 
fire to partake of thoſe excellent Things — are 
there; this is clear, 2 Cor. 5. 4. Ve grone, being 
burdened; or as the Word is, We grene, as they 
who os grefee ander 4 heavy Burden, that we may 
be clitbed upon, &c. What aileth yen to grone 


fo, Pau? O! faith he, I grene. that Mortality 
may be ſwallowed up of Li 


Ir is lawful to defire to die, when it flow- 
et l. om a deſire to be freed from the Body of 


ault 


— fabjeft by it. Doubles Pau! delired to die 
account, when he cried out, Rom. 7. 24- 

79 wretched Man that I am, who ſhall deliver me 
the * of this Death! He Foy greatly 
— 2 ſhould be made twwhite 

ngs of a Dove, covered with Silver, 
A of Yellzw Gold. O! faith Paul, 
till 1 be above, Where | 
thed with theſe excellent and clean! 
Righteouſnejs of Cbris. Oh! fait 
every Day a Year, till 1 be pol 
Kingdom where Satan cannot tempt, 
ure cannot yieid, and where 1 ſhall 
om all my fears of finning. Now in all 
„ who would not deſire to die? But 
theſe, I would give you theſe Four 


ws Fern vs defire.o die ſhould not be Per- 
but denre to die with Submiſſion 
toe Wilt of Goaz io that altho* he would fill up 


Filteen Years more to your Life, ye ſhould be con- 
tans 10 — 4 | 2. Caution. 


conrerning DRA U. 1 
2. Caut. Wu gx your Defires are haſty, and 
hand, fuſpeft them; for ſome when hag: 
with an outward Croſs, ( witheut all bera- 
tion) will cry out, O to be gone, © that I were 
dead. But your defire to die ſhould be delibe- 
rate, but not haſty, or raſh. 
3. Cant. Ir is not lawful to defire to die, be- 
canſe of perſonal Affliftions. Many, when 
meet with bitter Afflictions, will cry out, O 10 
goue; they long for Death even y__ that ac> 
count; ſuch were Jes Deſires, 21. 22. and 
Chap. 6. Verſe 8, 9. O that I might have my r- 
* gueſt! even that it would ſs God to 
me. This defire was very unlawful. | 
4. Caut. IT is not lawtul to defire to die, ben 
4 -3— 5 -x-Y 
et ſuch was Jenab's > 4- 
he it his foi and — 
his Idol ) was gone, and could 
therefore he withed to die. But I would 
to you, That ſeme will have ten Defires tor 
when they have not one Deſire for Heaven. 
what moveth Chriſtians to be fo defirgus to die? 
It is not ſo much becauſe 
of their Anxiety; 
their Confidence, 


this 
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came, have cried out, O ſpare a /ittle, that I my 
recover Strength, &c. 

4. Tua is a great difference between a defire 
to die, and Death it ſelf. It is an eaſie thing to 


defire to die, but it*is a very great Bufinels to 


meet with Death, and to look it in the Face when 
it cometh. We think Death (cer it come nerr 
us) to be but Childrens play, but when we meet 
with it, it maketh us change our Thoughts; for 
It is & Buſineſs to die. 
. 2. L it lawful for a Chriftian to defire ts 
live, toben he is ſummoned to die? 
nſw. I ſome Caſes it is lawful for a Chri- 
Man to defire to live, even when he is ſummon- 
ed to die; which is clear from the Practice of 
David, Pal. xxxix. 13.. where he prayeth, That the 
Lord would ſpare him à little. It is allo clear from 
the- Practice of good Hezetiab, Ifa. xxxviii. 3. when 
he was commanded to /et his Houſe in order, = 
be ſhould die, and not live, le crieth out. Re 
* member now, O Lord, how T have walked be- 
* fore thee in Truth, and with a perfect Heart, 
© and have done that which is good in thy fight: 
0 2 ſore A Or as the 1 in 
iginal, wepr- wi cat wreping. to 
ts, take thee two Cutions. bs 
os 1. Tay defires to live, (when thou art 
ptory, but 


may have Strength 


E Fegg przg 220% > 


the Context, That the Chriſtian whe 
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and overcome my I And without all Com- 
troverſie, Hezekiah's defire was a moſt precious 
and well grounded defire. However, I would ay 
this unto thee, That thou ſhouldſt examine thy 
Deſires to live, as much (if not more) as thy 
Deſires to die; for we are ready to ſhun 
if we could, but he is that univerſal] King, unte 
whom all of us muſt be ſubject c'er _ 
IO in 2 ba + which are read un = 
ere are t hings. which « clearly 
obſerved from them. 9 
I. Fir, Tuar it is a moſt clear and infallible . 
Truth, that all Ferſons ſhall once ſee Death, as is 
clear in theſe Words, Whe i: 13 that livetb, and 
Sal. not fee Death? 
IE. Secondly, Tuar this Truth ( that od. 
_ _ D-ath ) is not much AIRES 6 or thoug 
* many ; therefore it is that the Pas 
dun the Affertion, Mat Man is he that lin- 
eth, and Hall not ſee Death? _ be deliver bis 
Soul (that is, 8 ( that is ) rn 
the deter of the Grave? 1 
may 


III. Thirdly, Tnar ſometimes a Chriſtian 
win to the tolid Faith of this Truth, that ence. he 
mutt die; this the- P/almiſt wan unto, as it is alſo 
clear in that Werd, (Who) Who is be that liveth, 
an Hall not ſee Death ? 

IV. Fourthly, Tur the certainty 
once we "die, ſhould be ſtill keeped 
Mind; therefore that Note of Attention, Selah, 
is put to it. As it he had faid, Take heed, that 
there is_none living that ſhall not die. 

. . howbeit ſome Perions put 

y far away, as it they wore not 


2 * x ery yet had the Day Ag bo _— 


Hand. 
VI. Sixtbly, WI ſha!l ne notions of: this. ng 
is much i 


' who will deny y; altho' I confeſs asf you fe 
believe, that yet ſaid the Woman of Tetaab, 2Sam. 
xiv. We» muſt all die, and be like Witer jpilt 
the Ground, that cannot be gathered u 7100 
doth not accept the Perjon of a. 

XXX. 23. I know that thou wilt bring HF, 
* to the Houſe appointed for all liv- 
nd it is very clear, Eccigſ. viii. 8. * There 
Man - hath Power over the Spirit to 
the Spirit; neither hath he Power in the 
Ber of Death: and there is no diſcharge in 
that War, nei ſhall Wickedneis deliver thoſe 
given to it. It is clear, Heb. ix. 27. 


iv 
nted unto Men once to die. Se that it is 
maſt die. I remember of one 
of 2 Macedonia, who had one ſubſti- 


concerning DIA R. »3_ 7 
certain than the Way how, and the Time when 
we ſhall die. | 

Darn will ſurprize ſome, as it did A in 
the open Field, Gen. 4. 8. Death will 
ſome, as it did Eg/on in his Parlour, Jui 3. 
21. And Death will ſurprize ſome, as it Sau! 
and. Jonathan in the Flight, 1 Sam. 31. 

Now in ſpeaking to this Point, I ſhall, Firſt 
Speak a little to theſe Advantages whigh att 
thoſe that live within continual fight of Death. 
Secondly, I ſhall give you home Confiderations to 
preſs you to prepare for Death. Thirdly, I ſhall 
give you ſome Directions to help you to prepare 

Death. And then we ſhall proceed unte the 
Serond Point of Doctrine, which we obſerved from 
the Text, and 1 ſhalt ſpeak a few Things from 
it unto you, and ſo come to a cloſe for this 
time. | 1 
Firſt then, Ws conceive there are theſe Seven 
Advantages which attend thoſe who live within 
— fight of this Truth, that they muſt 


e. 
I. Firft, Tung Faith & ing Death will 
/ diligent in Dry: bs 
K. 4. 


make a Soul I 
was our bleſſed Lord's Divinity, Jan 1 


* muſt work the Works of him that ſent 

* it is Day: the Night cometh when no can 
work ; t is, Death is approaching, therefore I 
muſt work. It is clear allo, 2 Pe. 1. 12. compared 
with verſe 14. In the 12. verſe, Peter is exceed> 
ing diligent in his Duty, and the ground of his 
diligence is in the 14. bie, Knowing that ſhort- 
* ly I muſt put of this my Tabernacle, c. Yet 
is even the 1 — Argument, Let us eat 
erink, for to rrow we Hal die. And 
not the Chriftian much more 

* watch and pray, for to Morrow 
ſay, If the Epicares did make uſe 
to make them vigorous in the 


Th 


L 
— 


1 
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| 
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O how much more ſhould a Chriftian 
a ove it, for making him vigorous in the purſuit 
of his Duty? Therefore I ay unto all, O be 
2 diligent, for your Night is drawing near. O 
hriſtians, and expectants of Heaven, are ye not 
afraid leſt ye be nighted before ye have walked 
the half of your Journey? For if ye be nighted 
en your Journey to Heaven, ye come to 
the End, of your Race, there is no retiring Place 
w nto ye may turn afide to Indge. Therefore, 
O work, work, work, tubile it is to Day; for be- 
hold Death is a hing, and then ſhall we all 
Fer Path of apc ing Death, will mak 
Tux Faith of approachi ath, will make 

a Erin — aftive * Duty, he will net 
only be diligent, but alſo exceeding ſerious, and 
ous in the Exerciſe of his Duty: This is clear 
from that notable Exhortation, Eccle/. . io. What- 
* ſoever thy Hand findet to do, do it with thy 
t: And the Reaſon is; For there is no 

* Work, nor Device, nor Knowledge, nor Wiſdom 
* in the Grave whither thou goeſt. Wheretore, 
O be active, while ye art alive, for ye ſhall ne- 
ver work any more after ye are dead; and if ye 


it after Death. There is xo Work ( faith Solomon ) 
in the Grave: Therefore, © be active. 

III. Tre Faith of this Truth, that we muſt 
all die, will help à Chriſlian to be exceeding mor- 
tied to the things of a preſent World. Oh! 
covetous Men and Women, would ye fhake Hands 
with cold Death but once og A Morning, I 
ſhould defy you to purſue the World ſo much 
as ye do. Paul was much in the Meditation of 
his Change, which made him, 2Cor. 4. 18. to 
overlook theſe things that are tem „ While 
© we look not ( /a:th he ) at the things which are 
© ſeen, which are tem ; but at the things which 
* are not ſeen, w are eternal: — 


leave but one Work undene, there is no doing of 


upon with 


— A 
. * 


ne Ds a 2 
if 


_ $- I, 2. * Knewing,. our eart] 

* Houſe of this Tabernacle were diſſolved, we have 
* a Building of God, an Houſe not made with 
Hands, eternal in the Heavens: Therefore in 
this we grone earneſtly, deſiring to be clethed 
our Houſe which 1s from Heaven. 
What aileth you, Paul, (might one have faid } 
may ye not tthe a look of the World ? No, faith 
he, For I know, that it this earthly Houſe of this. 
* Tabernacle were diſſolved, I have a Houſe with 
© God, not made with Hands, but eternal in the 
Heavens: That is, I know that e'er long the Pins 
of my Tabermacle will be loofed, and it will fall 
down abaut my Ears; therefore I muſt look for 
another Dwelling houſe. And 1 Cor. 7.31. ©_ 
* faſhion of this World paſſeth away. Th 

* faith he, Perſe 32. I would have you without care» 
* fulnefs, caring how to pleaſe the Lord. And Philip. 
; 1 5. Let your Moderation be known unto all Men. 
* The Lord is at hand. As it he had ſaid, Death is 
approaching, and at hand; therefore I intreat you 
be ſober. But I think many of us will be found 
like Saul, hid among the Stuff; that is, we will 
be lying amonꝑſt the midſt of the Pleaſures of this 


paſling World. But I fay unto thee, who art ſuck 


an une, That Death will break the Strings of thy 
Harp, thy Muſick will quickly ceafe. O but 
Death will make thee have a low ellecm of the 
World. O blefled is the Perſon who hath theſe 
Thoughts of the World all along his Way, which 
he have of it at Death! ve not the meſt 
curſed wretches been forced to cry out, O51 7 
would give ten thouſand Worlds for Chrif ? Haze 
not ſome Perſous (who have had the Moon 
their Head, and that have made their Belly 
od ) been forced te cry out at Death, O curſe 

enen that I am, that ever made the World my goa? 

Alas! that I contented my ſelf with the Wend. 
Therefore I ſay unto thee, was at 05 
y 
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ay thy purſnit after the World, for Death is 


ing, that will cauſe all thy worldly Com- 
to evaniſh. 

IV. Was a Chriftian believeth this Truth, 
that he muſt die, it will be an exceeding great re- 
ſtraint to kecp him from finning, as is clear, Fo» 
31. 13. compared with gere 14. where Fob reckon- 
mg over many good Deeds done by himſelf, faith, 
- then ſhall T do when riſeth up? and 
© when he viſteth, what ſhall I anſwer him? As 
if he had faid, Sire, miſtake me not, I am not 
boaſting much of my felf, for I could not have 
done otherwiſe, elſe what ſhould I do when God 
riſeth God? how could I anſrrer to God if I had 
«done otherwiſe? I think it were a notable Practice 
of each of you, to fay, * O Temptation, what will 


anſwer to „ 0 he riſeth up to ve 
© me, if I ſhould yield unto thee? Likewiſe, Fach. 
11. 9. where Salmen diſſwading young Men to 
purſue after their Vanity, bringeth this as a Rex- 
m. Know thou, that for all theſe things God will 
bring thce inte Fudement. Therefore, I 
who art often tem 
ing with God 


Te | 


2] 


of a 
hat 


conc. 
He was ſure that the 
pus him in a ſober and 


VI. The Sixth Advantage is this, The Faith 


ai to Rad 


h it, to Savi N 
P/al. go. 12. whos ges putteth up his Requeſt, 
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— 


no 


Death, will teach the Perſon that 
Wiſdom: This is clear, 


So teach us tv number our Days, that we 7271 


ply our Hearts unte Wiſdom. As if he had 


will never think my ielf wiſe, till 1 know that 


bleſſed 
Days. 


now 


iece 
* would deſire every one of 
with your lelt every Morning when 


of Arithmetick, How to number 
ou all to 


them I was 


Day nearer uhto Eternity 


before; and at the end of every Hour, now Jam 
an Hour nearer unto Eternity than I was before; 


I lay, 


think 


often, yea always thus, I was ne 


ver ſo near my Death as I am now; For, Oh? 


are we not all nearer to Eternity to Day, then we 
were Yelterday ? 


VII. 


The 


Seventh Advantage attending the 


Faith of . Death, is this, I nat it will 
make a Chrittian very careful in preparing for 
Death. It is impoſlivle for one to believe really 


that Death is appruaching, and not to prepare for 
it. Say what * Neill. it ye be not careful in 


for Dea 
this Truth, that 


th, ye have rot the ſolid Faith of 
ye ſhall die. Believe me, it is 


not every one that thinketh ne believeth his Truths 
that believeth it indeed. And O how dieadtul is 


it for an unprepared Man to meet with Deata ? He _ | 


deſiretk not to die, yea, he would give a World 


for his Lite, but die he muſt, Whether he will or 


not: for Death will not be requeſic:i to fpare & 


licle when he cometh. And tneretore 1 fay ung 
you all, Set your Hue in vader, for ye ſhall jure 
Oli Men aaa Women, Sct your 
* in order, 


ly die. 


tor to Morrgw ye may 
* cut off in the Flower oi your Age. 
not that there be many who can ſell Time: tor 


ie, and "be 
Taink 


I uy, 


now, Death findeth i as unawares ; for 
indeed the Perſons that die amongit us, when 
„we ceme to Viſit them, we may give you a ſad Works, 
Account of them, for we think they are compre- ſto go | 
under theſe Four Sorts. | 
1. Fir, When we go to Vißt ſome Perſons fot a th 
on their Death bed, they are like unto Naba/, Bend 79 
their Heart is dying and ſinking ( like unto a ſcarce d 
Stone 2 them, they are no more affected Ned Ma? 
. with th, than if it were a Fancy; alas“ for Body © 
the great Stupidity that hath overtaken many: you all 
Therefore I intreat you delay not your Repen- before | 
tance till Death, leſt the Lord take away "your new; 
Wit, ſo that ye cannot Repent for your Senleleſ- enough 
neſs and ſtupid Frame of Spirit. then. 
. 2. A Second Sort we find in 2 Preſumptuous VIII 
Frame, faying, They have had a Good Hope all Ithe Cl 
their Days, and they will not quit it now; they he mu 
will down to the Grave with their Hope Frib/e to 
| ir Right hand, or rather they will 2 What 
to the Grave with, Lie in their Right- 
z they Live in a Preſumptuous Frame, of a T 
they Die in the lame Deluſion. For when beſore 
we tell them by. all probability they are [They 5 
down to Hell, they Aniwer, God for- cane, 
was all my Time a very Honeſt Man, or Fin this 
Weman : But I love not that Confeſſion, for | when 
there are many ſuch Honeth Men and Women in Death, 
Hell this Day. | 
g. The Weird Sert we find having ſome Con- Fand br 
* that they have been pliying the Fool thereto 


Days; but we cam get them no fur- Flt, and 
+ © ſhall only ay to ſuch, to go down to a very 
= Grave with Conviftions in their Bypatts with [ 

ing uſe of CHRIST, is ”_ — made 4 
Hell with a Candle in their Hand, to Dupen 


N Mecunt 


them 
lee 


Works, and their owr. Merits, and truſting 
to go te Heaven; 
Chriſt's Righteoulneſs. But, alas! we find not one 
of a thouiland of this Frame, I dire ts be diſſolved, 


_ - concerning DEATH. I 
e the way: And truly the greateſt Part that 
ie, die in this manner. 


4: Fourthly, Tux are ſome whom we find in a 


righteous Frame, reftmg upon the 22 
er of 


yet neglefting the 


and to be with Chriſt, which is beſt of all. And 
ſcarce do we find any in ſuch a Frame, O mretch- 
ed Man that I am, who ſhall deliver me from the 
Body of this Death! Therefore I ſay this unto 
ou all who are here, O will ye mind, Death, 
fore it take hold on you. Oh! mind your Work 
now; for ye will find that Death will be Work 
— for it ſelf, tho' ye leave no Work till 
VIII. Tun Eighth Advan that attendeth 
the Chrittian in believing this Truth, that ence 
he muſt die, is this, Death twill not be ſ ter- 
rible to him as it is unto mM when it cometh. 
What ( think ye] maketh Death a King of Ter- 
rers? What maketh many to ſhake like the Leaf 

of a Tree, when they are ſummoned to ap 
before God's Tribunal? It is even b&.ciule of this, 
They have not been thinking en Death before it 
came, jo as ts prepare for it. And | fear many 
in this Place may be feared for Death, and that 
when it cometh to them, they will ſay unto 
Death, as Aba faid ty Elijab, Hall thou found 
me, O mine Enemy? Surely Death will take you, 
and bring you to the judgment-leat of Chrilt;z 
therefore itudy by all Means to think often upon 
it, and Take realy for it; Believe me, Death is 
a very big Word, for it will once make you ſtand 
with [4oiror in your Souls, if your Peace be not 
made up with od: I know nota more dreadiul 
Dupenſation than Death and a guilty Conſcience 
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The Second Thing that I hall ſpeak unto from 
this Firf Obſervation, ( viz. This is nod cer-W 
tan infallible Truth, that a Perjons ſhall 
ence ſee Death ( ſhall be to give you ſome Con · 
fiderations for preſſing you to prepare for Death. 
I. The Fir Contideration is this, To die wel, 
and in the 4, is a moiſt difficult Work; there 
fore I intreat you to prepare for Death. It is af 
difficult Work w Communicate aright, it is a dif- 
 ficult Work to Pray arigh:, and it is a difficult 
Work to Coater aright; I muſt tell yoù, it is a {= 
more diffieult Work to die aright, than any of ue 
theſe. It is grue, it is more difficult to Commu- 
nicate aright, than to Pray aright, yet it is much Je 
more difficult to die aright, than to Communi- 
care aright. for it is a more difficult Work to die 
im the Lord. Death will put the moſt accurate 
Chriſtian that 1s here to a wonderful Seach: And $9 an 
therefore I will tell you Nine Things that Death {Pe 
will try in thee; 1. Death will try both the WE 
_ Strength ot 5 Faich. It may be 
cake for thee to keep up Faith under many Dif- 
but Death ſhall. put thy Faith to the 
trels that ever it did meet with. Yea, 
this, That the Faith of the ſtrongeſt Be- 
may get (and ordinarily doth get) a ſet 


| le? Lovekt thou him more than thy Wite, more 
© than thy Houle, more than thy Friends? But your 
1 _ to die, giveth us much Ground to 
2 that many have little love to Chriit, but 
the World, and {© dare not anſwer 
| ion, Lord, thou knewe/t that I love thee? 
Death will try thine Enjoy ments; fome ef you 
be mady to think that ye meet ag 
Joy" 
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160 A SERMON ; 
The Second Thing that I (hill ſpeak unto from Femme 
this Firf Obſervation, ( viz. This is a ma cer (nk 
tan infallible Truth, that 4% Perions fe Engs; b 
ence ſee Death ( (hall be to give you {ome Con- Pen to 
ſiderations for reſſing you to prepare for Death. honght | 
I. The Fir Coniideration is this, To die tur „Put whe 
and in the Lara, is a moit difficult Work; there. He coun 
fore I intreat you to prepare for Death. It is 2 the | 
difficult Work w Communicate ariglit, it is a dit-Per It. 4 
ficult Work to Pray aright, and it is 2 difficult: Pay ſee 
Work to Coater aright; 1 mutt tell you, it is a Peath e 
more difficult Work to die arigat, than any of Put thy 
theſe. It is arue, it is more diiti-alt to Commu- Pr It. 
nicate aright, than to Pray aright, yet it is much Pes, Yea, 
more dittcult to die aright, tau to Communi- Iusfattic 
care aright. for it is a more dillcilt Work to die E Place, 
in the Lord. Deztmh will pat tie molt accurate Penpture 
Chriftian that 1s here to a wonderful 521ch: Aud ures 
therefore I will tell you Nine Things tnat Death Pepeſt . 
will try in thee; 1. Deaih will try both the Night, 
Reality and Strength ot thy Faith. It may be 
eaſie for thee to keep u Faith unger many Dit 
cules, but Death hall put thy Fain to the 
reateſt ſtreſs that ever it did meet with. Yea, 
new this, That the Faith of the ſtrongeſt Be- 
hever may get (and ordinarily doth get a (et 
at Death, the like whereot i: never pot before; 
thereivre prepare for Death. 2. Dean will try 
thy Love to Gpd: Some Perions pretend mu 
Love to him, but Deaih will progo!e tais Queiit- 
on to luck a Periou, * Lovelt thou him more tnan 
* theie? Lovek thou him mare tian thy Wie, mace 
© than thy Houle, more taan thy Friends? But yur tore.) 
unwillingneſs to die, given us much Ground co 
fear that many have little love 10 Cariit, bat 
much to the World. and (o dire not anſwer 
the Queſtion, Lord, theu tnyrwo/t that I le tee? 
3- Death will try thine Enjoyments; tome of you 
may be ready to think that ye meet with 1 
Joy 


' cor. ink] to Forty Enjoyments and ſweet Out 
fee ings; but beware that Death bring them not 
Con. Pon to Twenty: I have known ſome, who 
b honght they have met Forty Times with God, 
coe ut when h came, it made them take do en 
her: ſhe count to the halt; therefore ſeeing Death will 
is a Fy the Reality of thine Enjoyments, O pre 
a dit ſor it. 4. Drath will try thy Patience. Thou 
hou: Pay feem to-kave much Patienge now, but wien 
© is a Death cometh ( and thou art put to die) it will 
„ol put thy Patience to a great 'Trial, therefore pre 
mu - Pr it. 5. Death will try the Reality of hy Bl. 
nuch Pes, yea, even theſe Daties wherein thou kad molt 
nuni- fatisfaftion, as thy Communicating aright in ſuch 
> die Þ place, thou hopeſt that is ſure; tay Reading the 
urate ripture at ſuch a Time aright, thou hopeft that 
And fure; thou Prayed at fuch a time aright, and 
Death Pepeſt that is ſure; thou Meditated in ſuch a place 
tae Þright, and hopeſt that is ſure: But (be'ieve me) 
y be Death may make thee change thy Thoughts; for 
Dit- here are ſome Perſung-who have Communicated, 
tue Þnd Prayed, c. as right as any in this Geaera- 
Vea, Non, who ( for all that ) will not fin Six Du- 
| Be- Pes wherein they can find Satizfaftion at Death; 
a let Therefore our need is great to prepa'e for it. 6. 
tore; Death will exceedingly try thy Sincerity when 
| try . cometh; An Hy pocrite may go all along his 
nuc Fhole way undilcovered, yet Peatu may *vring 
lalti- im to Light, and make it appear what Mm he 
nan P. 2. Death will diicover unto thee many hid 
more Ind ſecret Sins of which thou never had a thought 
vour dcfore, yea, albeit thou thought theſe had been 
3 to Prgotten, Death will let thee ſee them itanding 
at Perween the and thee Light of his Counteanace. 
ver B Death will accurately try thy Mortifications 
2-2 me will think they have come a great length 
you Mortification ; but a me) Death will 
many it, and put it to Touch ſtone. 


from FEnjoyment, ſo that ye 
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will try thy Hope, whether it be Real er not. 
I ſhall only ay this, That all-the other Graces 
WMuſt low the Sail to Faith, and fo it is Faith 
mult carry us thorow , being that laſt Triumphing 
Grace, which muſt fit the Field for ue, when 4 
the other Graces will faint and ly by. It is Faith 
that muſt enter us fairly within the Borders of 
Eternity; It is Faith muſt gainſtand all the 
Temptations of Death, yea, all the other Graces 
muit (as it were ) ſtand by, and ſee Faith ſtrike 
the laſt Stroke in the War. 

II. The Second Conſideration to preſs you to 
mind Death, is this, That ye are to die but once, 
and the wrong doing of which can never be help- 
ed. It ye Pray not aright, ye may get that mend- 
ed, It ye Meditate not aright, ye may get that 
mended, and if ye Communicate not aright, ye 
may get that mended: but alas; if ye die not 2 
right, there is no mending of that; Therefore, O 
prepare for Death, that ye may die well, ſeeing 
ve are to die but once. 

III. The 75 Conſideration to preſs you to 
mind Death, is this, That they are pronounced 
blefſed who die in the Lord, Rev. 1 38 Bleed 
are the Dead which die in the Lord. let that 
oke you to prepare tor Death, that ſo ye may 
ie in the-Lord, that is the only way to make you 
ete:nally Happy. I confeſs it is a Queſtion dit 
ficulr to determine, Waether it be more difficult 
to die well or to Live well? I ſhall not aniwer 
it, but rather deſire you to Study both. 

IV. The Fearth Confideration to preſs you 
prepare ſor Death, is this, ig. That tho' tho 

t all thy Work by thy Hand before Death, yet 

it thou find that Death {hall have Work enoug} 
for it ſelf, yea» as much as thou ſhalt get done 
It will then be much for thee to win to Patience, 
It will be much for thee to win to the fightof thy 
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races Jaftification: and it will then be much more for 
Faith thee to win to Afurance. O then is it not n 
— fui for thee to put all thy Work by Hand before 


FaithEyou as %%, fa'i ir his Song, Deut. 432. 29. 

rs either they were wije, that they underſtood this, that 

the they winld cenjider their Latter-erzd' O that ye had 

races this Piece of Divine Wiſdom! I pray vou conſi- 

ſtrike der that ſad Word, Lam. :. 9. She remenbreth not 
ber lat Eni; and what of it? therefore ſpe cane 


du tal hen wonderfully. So will the down-coming of 


once, many in this Cenerition be wonderful, who con- 
help-Wfid=r not their lait End. 

nend- ] V. Taz % Conſideration for preſſing you te 
t that prepare for Death. is this, viz. That their Labour 
it, ye ha cd, but their Work ſpall nit be forgotten, 
not a- Jas is clear from that forecited Place, Rev. 4. 13. 
re, OflThey ret from their Labouwri, and their Ii ur, do 2 
oe hem: and is not that a glori uns Advantage? 
VI. Tur $7xi5 Conlideration to vrels you to 
prepare for Death, is this, viz. That Death my 
p74 unn you cer ye be awe; ye know mat but 
/ eu Perth may firing you this Night bejore ye go 
t chat ene to your Hes: and therefore let that preſs 
> mayſſyou to july a conſtant Previration for Death, 

e youll VII. Tis Yrrenth Contideration to preſ you to 
a dif-fiprepare for Death, is this, viz. That as Death 
ficultfÞ/rereth you, /o will Frdement find you; If Death 
niwerffſha!l leave you ftringers to Chriit, ye ſhall appear 
before him firanzers to him; therefore I intreat 
ou toon all to drepare for it. I think that noble 
thoulpractice of Paul cxcreding worthy of Imitation, 
ch, yetli Cor. xv. 31. J die diy. Which I think doth 
nouzhſcomprehend theſe Three Things; t. That Paul 


done. had Death ways in his ght. 2. It com piebend- 
tience, eth this, That he endeavoured to keep ſuch a Frame, 
of ti ys every Moment he ſhould be ready to die; fo 
ation that Whenloever * ſnould put the Summons 

2 in 


thy Latter end come? Wherefore I may ay to 


F 
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in his Hand, he would be content to anſwer. 2. 
It cemprehenderh this, Thar be /choureth to lay affat 
and remote All things out of the wav, that might 
Atain kim from laying down his Tahernacle. O! 
faith Paul, T labour to clear my ſeif of all Hin- 
derances, as that whenever I Hall be ſummoned 
to remove ont of Time, I may willingly lay down 
my Life. Therefore I weuld aſ you this Queſii- 
on, viz. I en ſtail ren make year las Teſlament? 
I think it were ſuitable for us to be renewing 
our Latter will every Diy; for in & dcing, Pas! 
mwadz an excellent Teſtament, the better of which 
none that died ſince have made, 2Tim. iv. 7, 8. 


I hie fought a fond fight, I have finiſhed my 


© Courſe, I have kent theeFaith; thefe are very 
ſweet Articſe*: and then he adleth, © Hencefoith 
there is laid up for me 2 Crown of Righteou- 
* neſs, which the Lord the righteous Judge ſhall 
© give me at that Day. And think ye not that 
very ſweet, that he would leave ſomething unto 


_ yeu in Chriſt's Name? viz. And that not for me 


em, tut for all them that wait fir his Appear: 
aner. "Now I come to the Third Thing propoſed, 
viz. To give /ome Directians for helping yeu to 
prepare for Death. 

tre. 1. I intreat you be much in Prepara- 
tion for Death every Day, for it is even a Prepa- 
ration fer Heaven, to be taking a fight of your 
Graie and Latter- end every Day. 

Direct. 2. I intreat you be much in thoſe Du- 
ties; Tirft, In Seli-examination; that your Counts 
may be clear with God, for many a ragged Count 
hill ye hte when Death and we ſhall meet, Se- 

naly, Be much in the Exerciſe of Repentance, 
that a ve may have every Fault and Corruption 
in you mourned for, before Death ard you meet. 
Fhird'y, Be much in the Exerciſe of Faith, mat: 

Fourthly, Be 
in the Exerciſe of Mortifications 
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concerning DEATH. 


the World, but alſo of your Idols; and it ye 
be much in theſe, ye ſhall undoub:edly be pre- 
pared for Deart.1. 

Direct. 3. Be much in mindiag the excellen 
Things of Heaven. A Chriiltin that would be 
prepared tor Death, would have all his Thoughts 
2%4 Converſation there, LI think it woull hte an 
excellent Help (in Preparation tor Death ) to 
take a ſight ofthe Crown every Day. 

Direct. 4. Laar 6'ways to teh & GD Conti. 
ene vid of Off: ace towards G and : L hy, 
Labour to keep- thy - Conſcience clexr, and nat 
mall be a continual Fealt unto thee. 

Dire. 5. Sligat not thy known Duty, do nat 
cracite any Conviction, ' neither break any Relo- 
lution, put theſe Three toget ler, and that will 
e.:ccedipgly Helg you to prepare fir Dach: I 
Ny, See thai ye 2lventure nat t. fl. ght any knzwn 
Duty; fee that ye adventure not i cutie any 
Conviction, and fes that ye adveature 12% to 
break your Ræiolutions. | 

Now we come to the Second Thing which we 
pblerved fron the Words, viz, Taat this — 
nat we ſh:1] once Ice Oeath, is nat much believe 
by any of us. And to make this appear, we hall 
n'y give ſome R. idences unto you, to prove 
that we are not as yet prepired for D-ath, 

1 Erviience, Deth not the un bessable Stat di. 
ty that nath Overtaken many, fav, Laat we are 
not a People prepues for Death? Ai. my 
t us would find or ſelves a moit itupid Len- 
per, it we were preicinly to de; tor miny of us 
are no more med wick the Uhieaiaings aad 
Terrors of Gad, than if they did not oc!aug un- 
to us; and this lain, We are not as yet prepar- 
d tur Death. | 
II. Evid-nce, That we are not prepared for Death, 

our purluing io much after van and paiſiug 

Peg: 7 delight, 


TOR 


will help you to keep a looſe grip, not only of © 


_ Gelighrs of a preſent World. Many of us 77 45 

tarly, an go late te Bed at Night, arid tat the 
Bread of Sorrow all the Day, and load our ſelt es 
with the thick * And I am ſüre that fuch 
a Perſen (being Night and Day taken up with 
the World ) is not prepared for th.y Iremem- 
ber a word recorded ſuch a wretched ene, who 
Was 1 rich, faid he, I would give ſo 

5 


many Thoulands of Meney, if Death would give 


me but. one Day; yet he got it not- And, 0 
how ſuddeniy will 


th- turprize many of us, 
D 


III. Evidence, Which ſpeaketh forth our un- 
preparedneſs for Death, is our Impatience under 
every _ Crois that we meet with; for the 


rared Chriſtian will be patient under very 
Thas Croſſes. | 

IV. Evidence, That we are not prepared, is our 
not —_— to live- within Mt of oer Inter- 
eſt in God. Oh ! if we were prepared for Death, 
durſt we live in ſ@ much uncertainty of our Intereit 
in God, and of our Aſſurance of Heaven? 

PM | Evidence, Some of us can let our Idols ly in 
our Breait Six Tears without Repentance, aud will 
never fludy to Moriifie them, nor to. Repent for 
them; aud ſurely ſach are not prepared tor Death, 
Now I intreat you ſeriouſly to mind what hath 
been ſaid; and that ye may the more ſeriouſly think 
upon it, I will tell you lome material Challenges 
that, your Conſcience at Death will preſent unto 
you theretore take heed, that ye may know how 
wil Aniwer. 

1. Cballerge, Is the lighting of much Precious 
Time, and Sinning away the Precious Offers 
Grace. O what will ye anſwer to that Challenge 
hel Death thall pretent it to you? Death will 
"Tay (or rather thine own Conſcience at Death } 
Wha: aileth thee to Sin ſo many Hours witheut 
either Praying, Reading, or Meditauug? — 

| zve 
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t uno 


how 


alenge 
th will 
Death } 
Witheut 
Now 

we 


7 JEATH. 
have ye any thing to 
preſent his Challenge to you? I 
premeditate , what ye will 
_— Death by preſenting it firſt ſeriouſly to 
your ſelves. 
2 Chaflenge, That Death will preſent unto 
will be for the killing of many precious Cotwidti. 
ons which we have had. What will each of = 
anſwer at Death, when your Conſcience propoteth 
this Challenge unto you? Thou met with ſuch a 
Challenge at fuch a time, and went home and 
crucifed it: When at another time, thou met 
with another Challenge, and went home, and cru- 
cified ic; Theſe Challenges will be laid ta thy 
Door, therefore think on them. | 

3. Challenge. Death will Challenge you for 4 
formal Hypocritical way of going about Duties: 
I fay, your Conſcience. will then tell you that ye 
went to ſuch 'a Communion with a ſelfiſh End: 
and at another time ye prayed hypoeritically 
and formally. And what will ye have to an- 
fwer when ye meet with theſe Challenge-? LI 
conteſs, I know not what ye can anſwer io theſe, 
but I charge you, be thinking what ye will an- 
ſwer, for it may be that -theſe Conviftions ſhall 
ly on your Conſciences, that even thi. Day ve 
have hard two ſearching Sermons, and did meet 
with ſome Convictions, but made no good ule, 
of them; yea and it may be ye did Sleep all 
the time. O what will ye Anſwer, when it 
ſhall be faid to you, Ye went to ſuch a Ser- 
mon, and Sleeped all the Time? and ye went 
to {luck a Communion, but no ether end before 
your Eyes, but to be ſeen of Men? | intreat 
you conſider preſently what ye wil Aniwer to 


' Challenge, Will be for your breaking of man 
Precious 2 It will be Eid 2 


ef. you, That at the Communion, nnn 


intreat you 
ſay: I intreat you, 


Anſwer when Death bd 


to ſane - 
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took on Vows, and did break them; I am fure treat 
ye cannot. Queſtion the Juſtice of the Challenge, theſe 
therefore ſce what ye wil! Auſver. 

. Challenge, Ve ilithied many precious Ofers 
of the Golvel, O Men and Women in this City, Mm C 
what will ye ariwer to this? I was olten ex- ed 
horted to take Chriſt, and yet would never tale the « 
Him. What will Conſcience ſay wo that, nen — 
Beach ſhall table it before you? Tell you wat | aße 


e muſt then anſwer: O curled I, that ever I re- « hat] 
ſed Chrilt in the Goſpel And ye ſhall then * ( a; 

be confounded becauſe this is your Sin; Believe "2 

me, there was never an Offer of this Everlaiting * the 


Golpel, and of Chriſt in it, made unto you, that * 
mall not at Death (before or after) be brouzhe Ne 
to your remembrance. And, O] how fad and ſhall 
doleful will it be to you, when Chriſt ſhall 
the Book wherein all you Sins are written, and Death 
begin with the Sin of Slighting the Great Salvati- ge 
on? Thus I invited you, when ye were Twelve Regic 
Years old, but ye wand not come. What will | C75 
Anſwer to this? Have ye any thing to lay ? * * 
Oc muit ye not ſtand Specchleſs before your Junge. am C. 


when he ſhall put home this Challenge unto you ? Can 
Eherefore think ſeriouſly upon it, how ye will the an 
Anſwer it. b one i! 


6. Challenge, Will be for your Sinning often- ye are 
times againit Light; and, O how painful and cleiirg 
fd a Challenge will that be at the Day of Drain, an hu 
when it will be ſaid, Thou Sinnedit with a Wit- I. theret/ 
nels in thy Boſom that thou walt doing wrong? | Mind 
thy Conſcience will tay, oftentimes did 1 tell thee, all Th 
This is Sinful, yet wouldeit chou not abſtain fromm | brace | 
it; and what will ye antver to this? Cont 
7. Challenge Ottentimes ye Sinned upon very || Chritt 
mall Temptation, and wuat will ye anſwer to be able 
that? muit ye not then confeſs it, and iiy, O © dead 
how often have I deſericd Chryt, and imbraced * from 
my Idols upon a umall Tem 1 
| uc 


concerning DRI r u. 


theſe Seven moſt material Challenges, which cer- 
tainly ſhall. be preſented to you at Death. T aſſure 
you, ye muſt either anſwer all your Challenges 
in Chriſt, elſe ye wiil not get them well anſwer⸗ 
ed. The eſore I would exhort you to embrace 
the Goſpel, and Chriſt in it; and fo let Death 
propoſe never ſo many Challenges unto you, ye 
may anſwer them all as David did, vis. God 
* hath made with me an everlaiting Covenant, 
* ( and that will anjwcr all your Challenges) tho” 
* my Houſe be not ſo with God, yer I have 
* the everlaſting Covenant to build my Salvation 
© upon. 

Now to preſs you to make uſe of Chrift, I 
ſhall give you theſe Four Conſiderations. 

Conlideration 1. 
Death will be very unpleaſant unto you. O what 


elſe can comfort thee, when going through the. 
u 


Region af the Shadow of Death, but this, I am 
Cris, I am Chrifts? Is there any other thi 
can comfort thee in that Day, but only this, 
am Chriffs, au he is mine? 

Con/tderati;n' 2. Ir ye embrace not Chrift, and 
the great Salvation now, it will be an hundred to 
one if ever ye get Time or Liberty to do it, when 
ye are gairz to die. For aitia” many delay their 
cleiirg with Chriſt till Death, yet ſcarcely one of 


an hundred getteth Favour to grip Chriit at Death; 
therefore think on it, for ye will not get your 


Mind fo compoſed at Death as ye imagine, nor 
all Things done as ye ſuppoſe; therefore now em- 


oy 2 great 3 8 

andert, 3. Is ye delay your cloſing with 
Chritt till Beatz ſeize Res Ms e ſhall never 
be able to make up that lols: For will the 
* dead. riſe and praile Gcd? or ſhall any come 
* from the Land of furgetiulneſs, to take hold up- 
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treat you, be thinking what ye will anfwer to 


Ir ye embrace not Chriſt new 


Z —˖⅛»‚˙0 „ 


. 170 #4 SzxnmonN — 
* on 2a crucified Saviour? Therefore, O will ye 
take him for your Salvation? 
- Confideration 4. Ir ye will take Chrift new, 
he ſhall ye be your Guide, when ye are g. 
through the Valley and Shadow of Death. And 6 
how bleſſed is the Perſon that can fing that Seng, 
lal. 48. 14. This is my God, he will be my G1:4e 
even uns Death. If ye can fing that plealant 
Song, O how may ye be comforted, when your 
Eye-ſtrings ſhall begin to break? O how happy 
in he who can fay, The I walk through the a- 
dow of Death, yet will I fear mo ill; for I know 
Lord is with me. Now this is the acceptable 
Day, and the Year of Salvation; therefore do not 
delay, but embrace Chriit, le& Death ſurprize you 
Cer ye be aware, and ſo that acceptable Day be 
off. But unto theſe who think they may delay 
ell Death, I fav, © Surely there are many damned 
: Atheiffs in Hell, that ! ſometimes ) did think a8 
ye wink: I win make all wrongs right when 
Death and I ſill meer; I hope that three Days 
© Repentance will ſatisße for all my wrong. For 
T am ſure, there are maoy in Hell, whe did ne- 
get three Days to thiak upon their former 
waiys;.. therefore, © come, come, and embrace 
: pieſentiv. Now, are ye ail perſwaded of 
this Truth, tha: ye ſhall once fee Death? Then 
| fludy a tender watkinog; tor (believe me)] here 
are many o ns who mall ge through Death with 
many bruiled Bones, terme of untender walk- 
ing beie God. We know it is not the mul- 
titu/e of Words can periwade you to embrace 
CHRIST, tor many of you never minded the 
Thing. But ( helieve me Death will preach 
thele Things to you in a more terrible manner 
than we can do at this time. Therefore, I lay to 
| each of you, O prepare to meet thy Ged; tor 
* ff Death you in an elliranged State from 
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God, 1 the Angels in Heaven to free you 
out of that Efftate: and the Day is coming, where- 
in thou ſhalt ery out, O lighter of the great Sal- 
vation that I am, I would give ten 'Thoufand 
Worlds for one Sermon again thit I once heard, 
© wherein CHaISsT was freely offered to me: 
When thou ſhalt be Tormented without Hope 
of Remedy; Therefore, while it is to Day, bar- 


G 
- —— wv 4b 44 p 


den not your Hearts, for your late Wiſhes ſhall _ 


not be granted ( when ye are gone ) if ye make 
not haite. O therefore, Hale, haſte in Time, 


and come out from the Land of your Captivity, and 
from the Houſe of your Bondage, and take Chrith 
for your Redeemer, the Guide of your Youth, and 
Old Age. Now unto mim who can lead you 
through all theſe Steps betwixt you and Heaven, 
be eternal Praite. Amen. 
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